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(ENGINEER APPROVED).
GRADED AREAS WITH 12 INCHES OF TOPSOIL, 
FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF FILL MATERIAL, CAP 

MATERIAL WILL INCLUDE ROCK AND SOIL.
MAY BE USED TO PLACE FILL MATERIAL.  FILL 
A COMBINATION OF DOZERS AND EXCAVATORS 

WORKING WEST.
THE EASTERN EXTENT OF THE DISPOSAL AREA AND 
GRADED INTO COMPACTED LIFTS STARTING ON 
EVERY THREE YEARS FILL MATERIAL WILL BE 
ESTIMATED FILL QUANTITY PER YEAR IS 600 CY.  

29,000 CY.
RECLAMATION GRADES EQUALS APPROXIMATELY 
AVAILABLE STORAGE AREA BASED ON POST 

***

TOPSOIL PLACEMENT

12 INCHES TOPSOIL

FILL MATERIAL

ESTIMATED 1.25 ACRES OF SEED AREA.
 SPECIFICATIONS OUTLINED ON THIS SHEET.

 TREATMENT BASED ON THE SPECIES
AREA SHALL BE SEEDED AS FINAL

 FLOW.  REFERENCE HPA 124350-1.
 DURING PERIODS OF SEASONAL
STREAM CROSSING FOR ACCESS

CERTIFICATE NO. 725

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

REGISTERED

WASHINGTON

STATE OF
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DATE:

APPROX. 10' O.C.
QTY: 60, GROUPINGS OF 10 @ 
WITH PONDEROSA PINE
AREAS SHALL BE PLANTED 

STRAW MULCH ALLOWED.
NO CELLULOSE WOOD FIBER OR
BIODEGRADABLE SYNTHETIC FIBERS ONLY.
WOOD FIBER AT 3,500LBS PER ACRE. WOOD AND 
MULCH:

SOLUBLE POTASH AS K20 - 60LBS PER ACRE
PHOSPHORIC ACID AS P205 - 60LBS PER ACRES
NITROGREN AS N -135LBS PER ACRE
FERTILIZER:

SEE BELOW.
SEED: 

1,500LBS/ACRE SECOND LIFT
SEED & 2,000LBS/ACRE FIRST LIFT
SHALL BE APPLIED IN TWO STAGES:
HYDROSEED OPERATIONS (SEED, FERTILIZER AND TACKIFIER) 

THE GRADES ON THIS SHEET.
PLACEMENT AND COMPACTION OF FILL MATERIAL MEETING 
SEED SHALL BE HYDROSEEDED FOLLOWING FINAL 
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November 28, 2016 
 
 
TO: Barb Aberle, Southwest Region Environmental Manager 
 
THRU: Chelsey Martin, Southwest Region Environmental Coordinator 
 
FROM: Roger Kiers, HQ Cultural Resources Specialist 
 
SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Review, SR 14 Major Creek Pit Site 
 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is proposing to use a 
former quarry and existing disposal site located immediately north of State Route (SR) 14 
at milepost (MP) 72.46 in Klickitat County as a clean earth disposal site for future 
roadway maintenance within the surrounding area. The disposal activities will be 
completed based upon the attached reclamation plan (Figures 1 through 4). The subject 
WSDOT owned parcels, tax lot # 03123000000500 and tax lot # 03123100000300, are 
located in Section 30 and 31, Township 3 North, Range 12 East (Figure 1). Current 
Klickitat County zoning for this property is “general rural”. The project site is within the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (NSA) with a zoning of SMA Agriculture 
and SMA Open Space. All disposal site activities will be located within the designated 
SMA Agriculture area, and there are no proposed impacts to the SMA Open Space. The 
site will be accessed from SR 14 through the existing gated access road at the southwest 
corner of parcel #03123100000300. The old quarry haul road to the east of the project 
area will not be used.  
 
Reclamation & Restoration  
The proposed project will fill the previously mined pit with native rock and material 
collected along state routes within the Columbia River Gorge. By filling in the quarried 
areas created by mining activities, WSDOT will restore surface elevations close to 
original conditions over time. After surface elevations have been restored, the filled area 
will be seeded as final treatment. Selective planting of ponderosa pine will also be 
undertaken south of the disposal area near the entrance gate in order to provide visual 
screening of work activities, as depicted on the reclamation plan (Figure 4).   
 
Site History 
Primary State Highway (PSH) 8, now SR 14, was built on its current alignment in front 
of the pit site in 1966, when it was moved from the former alignment approximately 
1,000 feet to the north. The pit site does not appear on plan sheets for the construction of 
the new alignment, but does appear on the plans for paving of the new alignment, which 
occurred in 1967. The paving plan sheets depict quarry site QS-Z-117, and indicate the 
site as a source for production of crushed surfacing top course, ballast, crushed cover 
stone, prime coat aggregate, and mineral aggregate for asphalt concrete pavement (Figure 
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5). The site was permitted through the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as a 
Surface Mine under permit number 70-011613 (QS-Z-117). The Surface Mine permit 
was terminated effective March 28, 2012. No further mining will occur on the site.  
 
The pit site does not appear to have existed prior to 1967. It does not appear on the 1957 
USGS topographic quadrangle. 
 
Previously Recorded Cultural Resources 
The nearest previously recorded archaeological site, 45KL644, consists of two cairns 
made of piles of angular basalt cobbles and boulders. They sit on a relatively steep slope 
on the western side of Major Creek Gorge and offer a good vista of the mouth of the 
creek (Figure 6). The eastern cairn contains about 50 rocks and the western one about 30. 
The cairns are at least 50 meters away and separated by a steep slope and property fence 
line from any reclamation or planting activities, and will not be impacted by the current 
proposal (Figure 7). 
 
Other previously recorded sites in the vicinity include several lithic scatters (45KL648, 
45KL686, 45KL1299, 45KL1300), talus pit (45KL1301), and a historic logging camp 
(45KL884). Site locations are depicted in Figure 6; none will be impacted by the current 
reclamation proposal. 
 
Survey Methods and Results 
WSDOT Cultural Resources Specialist Roger Kiers and NSA Heritage Resources 
Program Manager Marge Dryden visited the project area on July 6, 2015. The pedestrian 
survey involved walking in and around the pit, evaluating the archaeological potential of 
the area, and inspecting the ground surface for evidence of cultural materials. Weather 
conditions were sunny. The pedestrian survey area is depicted on Figure 7. 
 
The pit site reclamation area and proposed tree planting area were found to have been 
extensively disturbed by past mining and disposal activities (Photos 1-4). No cultural 
resources were observed within the project area. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the results of this review, the reclamation proposal has minimal potential to 
affect historic properties, and no further cultural resources investigations are 
recommended. 
 
RAK 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Photo 1. View from the rim of the pit, looking south. 
 

 
Photo 2. View inside the pit, looking east. 



 

 
Photo 3. View from the existing access route, looking northeast into the pit. 
 

 
Photo 4. View of former access/haul routes along the southern edge of the property, 
looking east (photo taken October 2016). 
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