
  
 

 i 

 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
 
 
  
 
              

INTRODUCTION          Page 

 
 Overview of the Scenic Area Act .......................................................................... 2 
 A Vision of the Columbia Gorge ........................................................................... 3 
 Historical Background ........................................................................................... 6 
 Development of the Management Plan ................................................................ 8 
 Organization of the Management Plan ............................................................... 10 
 How to Use the Management Plan ..................................................................... 11 
  
 

PART I:  RESOURCE PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
 Chapter 1:  Scenic Resources       Part-Chapter-Page 
 Introduction ...................................................................................................... I-1-1 
 GMA Provisions ............................................................................................... I-1-2 
  Overall Scenic Provisions........................................................................... I-1-2 
  Key Viewing Areas ..................................................................................... I-1-5 
  Landscape Settings.................................................................................. I-1-14 
  Scenic Travel Corridors ............................................................................ I-1-29 
  Signs ........................................................................................................ I-1-34 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................. I-1-36 
 
 Chapter 2:  Cultural Resources        
 Introduction ...................................................................................................... I-2-1 
 GMA Provisions ............................................................................................... I-2-3 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................. I-2-22 
 
 Chapter 3:  Natural Resources        
 Introduction ...................................................................................................... I-3-1 
 GMA Provisions ............................................................................................... I-3-3 
  Wetlands .................................................................................................... I-3-3 
  Streams, Ponds, Lakes, and Riparian Areas ........................................... I-3-11 
  Wildlife Habitat ......................................................................................... I-3-18 
  Rare Plants .............................................................................................. I-3-25 
 
  



CONTENTS  
 

  
 

ii 

 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................. I-3-30 
  Water Resources ..................................................................................... I-3-30 
  Wildlife and Plants ................................................................................... I-3-31 
 
 Chapter 4:  Recreation Resources       
 Introduction ...................................................................................................... I-4-1 
 GMA Provisions:  Overall Goals, Objectives, and Policies .............................. I-4-4 
  Protection of Resources ............................................................................. I-4-4 
  Scenic Appreciation and Scenic Travel Corridors ...................................... I-4-5 
  Resource-Based Recreation ...................................................................... I-4-6 
  River Access and Protection of Treaty Rights ............................................ I-4-7 
  Interpretation/Education ............................................................................. I-4-9 
  Trails and Pathways ................................................................................. I-4-10 
  Transportation .......................................................................................... I-4-12 
  Coordination ............................................................................................. I-4-13 
 GMA Provisions:  Recreation Intensity Classes ............................................ I-4-14 
 SMA Provisions:  Overall Goal, Policies, and Guidelines .............................. I-4-24 
 SMA Provisions:  Recreation Intensity Classes ............................................. I-4-26 
             
 

PART II:  LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 

 
 Chapter 1:  Agricultural Land        
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-1-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-1-2 
  Large-Scale and Small-Scale Agriculture .................................................. II-1-2 
  Agriculture-Special .................................................................................. II-1-15 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................ II-1-21 
 
 Chapter 2:  Forest Land         
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-2-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-2-2 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................ II-2-16 
 
 Chapter 3:  Open Space         
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-3-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-3-3 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................ II-3-10 
 
 Chapter 4:  Residential Land        
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-4-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-4-3 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................ II-4-10 
 
 
 



 CONTENTS  
 

  
 

 iii 

 
 Chapter 5:  Commercial Land        
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-5-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-5-3 
 
 Chapter 6:  Recreation Designations       
 Introduction ..................................................................................................... II-6-1 
 GMA Provisions .............................................................................................. II-6-1 
  Public Recreation ...................................................................................... II-6-1 
  Commercial Recreation ............................................................................. II-6-5 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................ II-6-18 
  Public Recreation .................................................................................... II-6-18 
 
 Chapter 7:  General Policies and Guidelines      
 Savings Policies ............................................................................................. II-7-2 
  Standards for Applications, Expiration of Approvals, Vested Rights .............. II-7-3 
  Existing Uses and Discontinued Uses ............................................................ II-7-4 
  Consolidation of Lots ...................................................................................... II-7-9 
  Uniform Application of Management Plan .................................................... II-7-10 
  Applying New Less-Stringent Regulations to Development Approved 
      Under Prior Scenic Area Regulations...................................................... II-7-10  
  Uses Allowed Outright .................................................................................. II-7-11 

 All Land Use Designations Except Open Space & Agriculture Special ... II-7-11 
 GMA and SMA Open Space ................................................................... II-7-16 

  Expedited Development Review Process ..................................................... II-7-20 
  Emergency/Disaster Response Actions ....................................................... II-7-26 
  Land Divisions and Cluster Development ..................................................... II-7-41 
  Lot Line Adjustments .................................................................................... II-7-42 
  Agricultural Buildings .................................................................................... II-7-45 
  Temporary Use--Hardship Dwelling .............................................................. II-7-46 
  Sewer and Water Services ........................................................................... II-7-47 
  Docks and Boathouses ................................................................................ II-7-47 
  Home Occupations and Cottage Industries .................................................. II-7-48 
  Bed and Breakfast Inns ................................................................................ II-7-49 
  Small-Scale Fishing Support and Fish Processing Operations .................... II-7-49 
  Resource Enhancement Projects ................................................................. II-7-51 
  Disposal Sites for Spoil Materials from Public Road Maintenance Activities II-7-52 
  Commercial Events ...................................................................................... II-7-54 
  Industrial Development ................................................................................. II-7-56 
  Variances from Setbacks and Buffers .......................................................... II-7-56 
  Vegetation Control Methods ......................................................................... II-7-57 
  Review Uses ................................................................................................. II-7-57 
  SMA Sign Provisions .................................................................................... II-7-60 
  Columbia River Bridge Replacement ........................................................... II-7-63 
  Special Uses in Historic Buildings ................................................................ II-7-64 
 
 



CONTENTS  
 

  
 

iv 

 

PART III:  ACTION PROGRAM 

 
 Chapter 1:  Recreation Development Plan      
 Introduction .................................................................................................... III-1-1 
 GMA and Urban Area Provisions .................................................................. III-1-1 
 SMA Provisions ............................................................................................. III-1-5 
 
 Chapter 2:  Economic Development       
 Introduction .................................................................................................... III-2-1 
 GMA Provisions ............................................................................................. III-2-1 
 
 Chapter 3:  Enhancement Strategies       
 Introduction .................................................................................................... III-3-1 
 Overall GMA and SMA Enhancement Strategies .......................................... III-3-1 
 Scenic Resources Enhancement Strategies ................................................. III-3-2 
 Cultural Resources Enhancement Strategies ................................................ III-3-4 
 Natural Resources Enhancement Strategies ................................................ III-3-6 
 Recreation Resources Enhancement Strategies ........................................... III-3-7 
 Forest Land Enhancement Strategies ........................................................... III-3-8 
 Agricultural Land Enhancement Strategies ................................................... III-3-9 
 Emergency Services Strategies................................................................... III-3-10 
 
 Chapter 4:  Interpretation and Education      
 Introduction .................................................................................................... III-4-1 
 GMA/SMA Provisions .................................................................................... III-4-1 
 
 

PART IV:  ADMINISTRATION 

 
 Chapter 1:  Gorge Commission Role       
 Introduction ................................................................................................... IV-1-1 
 Amendment of the Management Plan .......................................................... IV-1-1 
 Revision of the Management Plan ................................................................ IV-1-2 
 Monitoring Implementation of the Management Plan ................................... IV-1-2 
 Civil Penalties ............................................................................................... IV-1-4 
 Appeals to the Gorge Commission ............................................................... IV-1-4 
 Revision of Urban Area Boundaries ............................................................. IV-1-5 
 Revision of Scenic Area Boundaries ............................................................ IV-1-6 
 County Ordinances ....................................................................................... IV-1-6 
 Public Involvement ....................................................................................... IV-1-7 
 
 Chapter 2:  Forest Service Role        
 Introduction ................................................................................................... IV-2-1 
 Land Adjustment .......................................................................................... IV-2-2 
  Land Acquisition Direction ....................................................................... IV-2-3 
  



 CONTENTS  
 

  
 

 v 

  Purchase ................................................................................................. IV-2-4 
  Land Exchange ....................................................................................... IV-2-5 
  Rights-of-Way Needed for Public Access ............................................... IV-2-5 
  Effect on Local Government Finances .................................................... IV-2-5 
 Revision of SMA Boundaries ........................................................................ IV-2-6 
 Monitoring and Enforcement ........................................................................ IV-2-6 
  Scenic Resources ................................................................................... IV-2-7 
  Cultural Resources and Treaty Rights .................................................... IV-2-8 
  Natural Resources .................................................................................. IV-2-8 
  Open Space ............................................................................................ IV-2-9 
  Forest and Agricultural Lands ................................................................. IV-2-9 
  Recreation ............................................................................................. IV-2-10 
  Land Acquisition .................................................................................... IV-2-10 
  Economic Development ........................................................................ IV-2-10 
 National Forest System Lands Direction .................................................... IV-2-11 
 
 Chapter 3:  Indian Treaty Rights and Consultation     
 Treaty Rights and Consultation in the GMA ................................................. IV-3-1 
 Treaty Rights and Consultation in the SMA .................................................. IV-3-5 
 
 

APPENDIX 

 
 Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act 
 

GLOSSARY 

 
INDEX 

 

 
 

LIST OF TABLES AND MAPS 

  
Table Number Title  

1 Resource Inventories ..................................................................... 16 
N/A Required SMA Scenic Standards ............................................ I-1-38 
N/A Priority Habitats ....................................................................... I-3-39 
2 Types of Wildlife Areas and Sites 
   Inventoried in the Columbia Gorge ..................................... I-3-46 
3 Columbia Gorge and Vicinity 
   Endemic Plant Species ...................................................... I-3-47 
4 Natural Areas ........................................................................... I-3-48 
N/A SMA Desired Forest Structure and Pattern ............................ II-2-27 
 

Vicinity Map .................................................................................................................. 15 
 
 



CONTENTS  
 

  
 
vi 

 


