
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
October 12, 2021 

via Zoom Webinar 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Sondra Clark 
Lorrie DeKay 
Robin Grimwade 
Tamara Kaufman 
Robert Liberty 
Jerry Meninick ~ 8:32 a.m. 
Donna Mickley 
Carina Miller ~ 8:58 a.m. 
Michael Mills 
Jim Morgan 
Rodger Nichols 
Pah-tu Pitt 
Dr. Ashley Thompson 
 
COMMISSIONER MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Connie Acker, Administrative Analyst 
Aiden Forsi, Land Use Planner 
Bryce Guske, Klickitat County Land Use Planner 
Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner 
Jeff Litwak, Legal Counsel 
Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner 
Jessica Olson, Senior Natural Resources Planner 
Mike Schrankel, GIS Manager 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
 
AUDIENCE PRESENT  
Dan Bell – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Craig Bowder – Oregon Investment Board Chair 
Lynn Burditt – USDA Forest Service 
Keith Cleveland – Hood River County 
Peter Cornelison – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Kaylee Crosby – Wild Wood Tours 
Jurgen Hess – Columbia Insight 
Kelly Howsley Glover – Wasco County 
Gil Kelley - OIB 
Scott Kuhta – Washington State Dept. of Commerce 
Michael Lang – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Ilene Le Vee 
Terra Lingley – ODOT 
Jessica Metta - MCEDD 
Keenan Ordon-Bakalian 
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B Rogers 
Nate Stice – State of Oregon 
Tyler Stone – Wasco County 
Janet Wainwright 
Eric Walker – Hood River County 
Kevin Waters – Skamania EDC 
Amy Weissfeld 
 
Others were present during the meeting. 
 
Call to Order and Roll (8:30 a.m.) Chair Liberty called the meeting to order and Connie Acker called 
roll. 
 
Approval of September 14, 2021, Commission Meeting Minutes (8:31 a.m.) Commissioner 
Nichols moved to adopt the September 14, 2021, Minutes and Commissioner Tamara Kaufman 
seconded. The September 14, 2021, Minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Land Acknowledgment (8:32 a.m.) The Land Acknowledgment was read by Chair Liberty.  
 
Treaty Tribe Word of the Day (8:33 a.m.) Commissioner Jerry Meninick shared the Yakama Nation 
word of the day, which is páxaat, which means the number five. 
 
Opportunity for Treaty Tribe Nations to Address Commission (8:38 a.m.) As part of the 
Government-to-Government consultation process, the Commission welcomes input from Treaty 
Tribe Nations on any issue on the agenda and any other matters. The Treaty Tribe Nations did not 
offer testimony. 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: (8:38 a.m.) The following provided public comment to the 
Commission on items not listed on the agenda: 
 

• Michael Lang, Friends of the Columbia Gorge - Requested that Commission adhere to 
owner occupied language during short-term rentals. 

 
Wolniakowski: The language does state “owner occupied,” and staff interpreted it as the primary 
residence of the owner, not that the owner is required to physically occupy the dwelling during the 
rental. 
Liberty: In reviewing October Commission meeting minutes, was the meaning of “owner occupied” 
resolved? 
Wolniakowski: The Commission discussion in October was very fast moving. There was a motion 
by Commissioner Kaufman that the owner does not need to be present, but that motion was never 
voted on. Staff spoke with Hood River County and discussed the matter with legal counsel and 
planners and concluded that the interpretation of “owner occupied” was intended to mean that the 
residence needs to be the primary residence of the owner, but the owner does not need to be 
physically present with the renters at the time of the rental. If the Commission feels the necessity to 
revisit the matter, then we suggest taking up the matter again and have a formal vote to clarify the 
meaning. 
Liberty: The policy call is whether people feel it is necessary or appropriate to have someone on the 
property at the time of the rental. If the matter is murky, the Commission could look at the language 
in the Klickitat County ordinance unless revisiting the issue in November would assist other 
counties with formulating their ordinances.  
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Mills: If the Commission uses the primary residence, is the determining test where the property 
owner is registered to vote? 
Wolniakowski: The primary residence of the owner is where they live. The debate is whether the 
property owner must physically occupy the home during the rental process or whether they can go 
on vacation and rent their residence out. For clarification, it is recommended that if there is any 
doubt in any Commissioner’s mind of what “owner occupied” means, the Commission should revisit 
it and revote. 
Liberty: The owner having some control over responsibilities for commercial activities on the 
property is important. The question is whether the owner’s presence is necessary during the rental. 
Commissioner Kaufman made a motion to make that clear in October. 
Clark: It is common practice in different climate zones to trade residences. 
Liberty: If the language is incorporated, then the counties can also reflect the interpretation the 
Commission adopts even if the same language is used. It will not require the counties to adopt 
additional language. 
 
Executive Director’s Report: (8:57 a.m.) Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director, and staff 
provided updates on: 
 

• Klickitat County Compliance Study – Aiden Forsi, Land Use Planner, reported that he has 
completed half of the 120 site visits for the selected lots in the study to observe if conditions 
of the permit are being followed and will complete the remaining 60 site visits by the end of 
October.  All site visits and observations have been conducted from the road outside of the 
property. The next step will be obtaining records, such as building permits, from Klickitat 
County. A draft of the study should be available to the Commission in January 2022. 

 
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiative – Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner, 

reported that staff is reviewing Tina Patterson’s report that is a crosswalk document 
applying the 12 DEI Components to each of the Commission Workplan Priorities. Staff is 
working on completing the report, adding staff assessment of the workplan priorities and 
analysis. 

 
Next Door will be organizing and facilitating two Listening Sessions with members of the 
Gorge community to better understand their values, interests, and needs. Staff sent The Next 
Door a list of draft discussion questions for these sessions, and they are currently working on 
recruitment of participants for the listening sessions. Staff expects to hear from The Next 
Door’s staff in the next couple of weeks about scheduling for those sessions. The Next Door 
has launched a fall series of virtual “listening” workshops. If any Commissioners or staff are 
interested in participating in any of these workshops or are interested in learning more, 
please contact Joanna Kaiserman and she will share the flyers for these workshops. 

 
• Vital Sign Indicators Initiative – Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner, shared an update on the VSI 

program since the September Commission Meeting: 
o Cultural Resources: Held a joint USFS/CRGC staff work session to discuss 

management questions and Vital Sign topics for cultural resources in early October. 
Discussed how to support protection of historic and archeological resources, as well 
as culturally important plants, one of the draft natural resource Vital Signs presented 
at the June Commission meeting. Will be working closely with the USFS Heritage 
Program Manager on a letter to treaty tribes with a brief overview of the VSI program 
and invitation to discuss their interests. 



4 

o Natural Resources and Climate Change: Coordinated USFS/CRGC staff work session 
to explore possibility of establishing desired conditions, baselines, and thresholds for 
natural resource and climate change indicators. Also met with USFS staff to discuss 
available forest carbon storage data.  

o Recreation: Met with Interagency Recreation Team (IRT) to discuss recreation Vital 
Sign topics that we shared at August Commission meeting. Focus was exploring 
shared information needs and available data related to these topics. Learned that WA 
State Parks recently hired staff person focused on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. The 
team expressed overall interest in doing more equity work across different recreation 
programs in the gorge.  

o Economic Vitality: Staff received input from the first VSI Economic Vitality Indicators 
Work Group meeting in August and are considering potential Vital Sign topics which 
include OIB/WIB investments, agriculture, forestry, and commercial uses outside 
urban areas (such as overnight accommodations) which are clearly connected to the 
Management Plan and Commission’s role.  

o Scenic: Staff is prioritizing work on natural resource and climate change indicators 
through November and returning to scenic indicators when Morai Helfen, USFS 
Landscape Architect, is back from a USFS detail.   

o Next step: Continuing to work on draft NR and CC indicators to share at December 
Commission meeting.  

 
• Access Database Replacement Project – Mike Schrankel, GIS Manager and Project 

Coordinator, reported (Attachments A and B): 
o Current Access Database – The current Access database has not met the needs of the 

agency for some time. 
 The database is 15 years old 
 Does not link to spatial data (GIS) 
 There are hundreds of paper hardcopy documents needing to be scanned and 

indexed so that they are searchable, and current information is only available 
to Commission staff. 

 There is the potential for incomplete public records requests using the current 
database. 

 Reports are difficult to generate. 
o New Database 

 Will require consistent data entry because it will have mandatory entry of 
information in key fields with drop-down choices. 

 Will link to GIS which will allow the proximity of a property to other scenic, 
natural, cultural, and recreation resources. 

 Searches will be much easier, and results will be accurate.  
 Will be accessible to the public and county planning staff. Stakeholders will not 

have access to all data because parameters will be set for certain data sets.  
 There will be robust reporting options such as land use trends, economic and 

development analysis based on completeness of data. 
o Phase 1 – Consists of four gates and each gate is approximately six months. Gates are 

set up by WA OCIO with deliverables and goals in each gate. Those goals must be met 
before proceeding to the next gate. The solicitation for a project manager and business 
analyst will be uploaded soon so that WA approved vendors may begin the bidding 
process. Phase 1 will run through FY23. 

o Phase 2 – Will be the actual development of the database and is dependent on funding 
in the 2023-25 biennium. 
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• County MOUs – Krystyna U. Wolniakowski reported that staff met with county planning 

directors a few weeks ago. The counties are continuing to update their ordinances. Staff made 
the decision to focus on completing the ordinances and then revisit the MOUs in the future.  
 

• 2021-23 Budget and FY21 Audit – Connie Acker, Administrative Analyst reported 
(Attachment C) 

o 2021-23 Budget 
 Oregon’s Legislatively Adopted Budget submitted to Oregon on October 8th 
 2021-23 Biennial Budget is $2,278,000.  

• FY22 Allotment $1,108,000 
• FY23 Allotment $1,170,000 
• Klickitat County funds from Washington total $188,000 for the 

biennium 
 Budgets are uploaded to the Commission website under the Commission 

Operations tab at http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-
operations/budgets/  

o FY21 Financial Audit 
 Audit started October 1st  
 Audit entrance meeting was held October 7th 
 Commissioner Grimwade spoke with the auditor on behalf of Commissioners 
 Auditor has requested information from the agency, as well as both Oregon and 

Washington financial consultants 
 All past audits have been clean and anticipating the same for the FY21 audit. 
 FY20 and when completed FY21 audit reports are uploaded to the Commission 

website under the Commission Operations tab at 
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/audit-reports/ 
 

• Governor Inslee’s visit to the Gorge – Krystyna U. Wolniakowski reported on the 
opportunity to meet with Governor Jay Inslee a few weeks ago. Thanked Commissioner 
Kaufman for helping organize the meeting. The Washington Commissioners and Chair 
Liberty were invited to meet with the Governor. Two different round tables were prepared. 

o At the first round table with just the Commissioners, the following was discussed: 
 Commission priorities 
 Results of the Gorge2020 Management Plan update 
 Lisa Naas Cook made a special presentation on climate change and VSI 

o During the second round table, four local recipients of Washington Investment Board 
loan funds were invited to meet with the Governor and talk about how those loans 
made a difference. Kevin Waters, the Executive Director for the Skamania County 
Economic Development Council, was in attendance and helped to facilitate the WIB 
discussion. The Governor was pleased to meet with the local recipients, hear their 
stories, and see how much these small loans are making a difference in the Gorge 
economy. 

 
Wolniakowski also thanked Commissioner Kaufman for writing a letter to the editor of the 
Skamania County Pioneer describing the meeting with the Governor and the Gorge Commission’s 
role in the business round table. 
 
After Governor Inslee’s visit, there was a scheduled press conference in Hood River to announce the 
$2 million which is part of the last appropriation for the $10 million authorization under the 
National Scenic Area Act in 1986. Senator Jeff Merkley announced that Mid-Columbia Economic 

http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/audit-reports/
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Development District received the funding through a grant from the USDA Rural Development 
Program. He stated that the final $2 million rounds up the Federal promise for the $10 million that 
was authorized under the National Scenic Area Act. 
Kaufman:  It was a great opportunity for the Commission to interface with the local community and 
showcase that both purposes of the Act are important to the Commission. 
Pitt: Felt the Governor was very receptive to what the Commission is doing and was very proud of 
staff. 
 
Progress Report*:  Climate Change Action Plan: (9:47 a.m.) Jessica Olson, Senior Natural 
Resources Land Use Planner, presented a progress report on the Climate Change Action Plan and 
recent public engagement. (Attachments D and E) 
 

• Climate Change Action Plan Outline 
o Part 1 – Vulnerabilities and Adaptation 

 Incorporates vulnerability snapshots presented in June to describe greatest 
needs for climate adaptation 

o Part 2 – Mitigation 
 Describes options for reducing emissions, primarily through transportation 

partnerships, and for increasing carbon storage opportunities on natural and 
working lands 

o Part 3 – Strategies and Actions 
 Includes a comprehensive list of actions the Commission could take to build 

resilience and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, describes the Commission’s 
criteria for prioritizing actions, and identifies priorities for action 

o Part 4 – Tracking Progress 
 Describes how we will track progress and measure success, especially through 

the Vital Sign Indicators monitoring program 
o Implementation Table 

 Describes priority actions in detail to guide work planning and allocation of 
resources 

 
• Forests in the Gorge: Building Climate Change Resilience in the NSA – Discussion & Resources 

o WA HB 1168 – provides program support and funding for forest health work on the 
ground 

o OR SB 762 – addresses rural development in areas of high wildfire risk 
o State Forest Practices Acts can only be updated by the legislatures; Oregon is writing a 

climate change and carbon plan for ODF; Washington does not have any similar 
climate efforts in the work  

o Indigenous land management, cultural burns 
o Forest closures – Forest Service considers several factors when determining if/when 

to close Forest lands in the NSA 
o Roles and relationships 

 Fire Adapted Communities are supported by a wide range of activities 
(prevention, residents’ actions, response, policy, etc) 

o Carbon storage, implications, and land conversion – we learned that Underwood 
Conservation District is working to develop a forest restoration program 
 

Public Comment on Climate Change Action Plan: (10:17 a.m.) The following provided public 
comment to the Commission on the Climate Change Action Plan progress report: 
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• Jurgen Hess – Spent 34 years with the Forest Service and was the Forest Service 
representative on the Gorge Commission. Spoke about supporting forests and fire issues. 
(Attachment F) 

• Michael Lang, Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
o Noted that 2021 is the 10th anniversary of the removal of Condit Dam on the White 

Salmon River. The dam removal restored 30 miles of spawning habitat for salmon and 
steelhead. 

o Voiced concern about low salmon and steelhead runs. 
o Disappointed that the question he asked during the Forests workshop was not 

answered regarding large scale clearcutting reducing carbon storage. 
 Staff shared that responses to this question, and a few others, were included in 

the workshop notes, given limited time for Q&A during the meeting.   
• Peter Cornelison 

o While the Forests workshop was interesting from a forestry perspective, not clear 
what the meeting takeaways are for the Gorge Climate Action Plan. Interested to see 
how the information shared is turned into policy and climate action. 

o Discussed the need for forest closures during high fire risk periods and urged the 
Forest Service to adopt a more proactive approach to preventing the next Eagle Creek 
fire from occurring. (Attachment G) 

 
Mickley: The Forest Service does have the ability to close forests. Closures will occur when the 
Forest Service has the full support of counties and cities. Not a decision that should be made 
independently, and the resources need to be in place to make it an effective closure, which is very 
difficult with mixed ownership. 
 

• Ilene LeVee – Voiced her opinion on forest closures during red flag days and the effect of 
eastern feed lots on air quality in the Gorge. 

 
Commissioner Comments and Questions 
 
Morgan: Appreciate Jurgen Hess’ comments. It is a fairly standard approach to build forest 
resiliency through fuels reduction followed by ongoing management practices, such as thinning. 
Don’t see that happening as much in the Gorge as in other parts of the state. Much of that has to do 
with the general overall threat of wildfire but also land managers in both Washington and Oregon. 
There is no reason why we cannot work toward developing policies and encouraging those kinds of 
practices more in the Gorge, especially amongst private landowners. It is not necessarily something 
we have jurisdiction over, but we can certainly work through policy developments through the 
Forest Practices Act in Oregon and the equivalent in Washington that could do things that 
ameliorate some of the accumulation of fuels. We could work toward a preemptive decision-making 
matrix with the counties over time that allows us to make that hard decision on forest closures 
ahead of time and not just react on the spot, when there is a great deal of pressure. If these decision-
making matrices are developed through a prolonged public process ahead of time, this will give 
managers the ability to make those really hard decisions. 
Liberty: Forest practices are not something the Commission has authority over. Was shocked to 
hear that the Forest Practices Acts from both states have not been updated to reflect climate change. 
 
Pitt:  

• Slide 9 of the presentation has the word “Underrepresented” which is not accurate, rather it 
is more like “historically excluded and oppressed.”  In some spaces, the standard is to say 
“underrepresented,” but a lack of representation occurs for systemic reasons. 
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• Is there a way to engage the labor community working outdoors, for example during hot days 
or smokey days?  

• What do thinning practices look like? Are there best practices to be supported? 
• Anytime electric vehicles are talked about, it is important to have the infrastructure to 

support it. Electric vehicles are dependent on existing energy infrastructure, including dams. 
It is important to consider the other environmental impacts of this infrastructure. 

Grimwade: Some of the recommended actions have financial implications. Is there any provision in 
the existing budget to enable the Commission to work on those or is the focus until 2023 purely on 
those requiring no funding? 
Wolniakowski: As was mentioned during the budget update, the budget is quite tight until June 30, 
2022. As costs become clearer, in terms of implementation of the Climate Change Action Plan, we 
could potentially take some early action starting in July 2022. What is important is to see if there is 
anything we need to do that is a bigger part of the implementation that will require a decision 
package for Washington and a policy option package for Oregon. 
Grimwade: 

• Is it possible to flag those actions in the plan that we could undertake in the next six to nine 
months that don’t require much input because we would then know the amount of time and 
discussion that we need to spend to turn planning into reality? 

• The action plan really focuses strongly on the physical risks associated with climate change. 
Will the plan potentially tackle some of transitional risks that adversely impact the Gorge 
associated with climate change, such as variations in policy between organizations, states, 
agencies, and the micro and macro-economic shocks that can occur?  

Mills: Urged the Commission to continue looking for private industry partners and private property 
owner partners, such as homeowners’ insurance companies. 
Liberty: Nice to have Commissioners with different backgrounds and skills who are cooperating 
with staff in developing ideas. 
 
BREAK – 11:00 to 11:10 a.m. 
 
Information Item: Mid-Columbia Economic Development District’s Bi-State Economic Vitality 
Plan for the Gorge: (11:10 a.m.) Jessica Metta, Executive Director of MCEDD, presented the 
following information: MCEDD was formed in 1969 to promote the creation of family wage jobs, 
diversification of the economy, and the growth, development, and retention of the business industry 
within the five-county district. The five-county district includes Skamania, Klickitat, Hood River, 
Wasco, and Sherman. MCEDD is governed by a 21-member board of directors representing each of 
the five counties, a representative of the cities of each of those five counties, a representative of the 
ports of both states, the chambers of both states, and seven private sector representatives. 
 

• Three main areas of focus: 
o Business Assistance 

 Lending 
 Training 
 Industry Cluster Development 
 COVID-19 Business Grants 

o Technical Assistance 
 Grant Administration/Labor Standards 
 Economic Development Services 
 Project Management Services 

o Regional Coordination 
 Broadband 
 Transportation 
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 Regional Planning 
 

• 2021 Economic Vitality Plan Update – The National Scenic Act has two purposes, which are 
protecting the resources and protecting and supporting the economy of the area. The second 
purpose directs the States of Oregon and Washington to submit economic development plans 
to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. The first plans were developed in 1992 and qualified the 
states to receive the funds through the Act to make loans and grants for economic 
development purposes. The most recent five-year update of the plans was completed in June 
2021. 

 
• Craig Bowder, Chair, Oregon Investment Board  

o The Oregon Investment Board was formed in 1986 and covers Multnomah, Hood 
River and Wasco Counties. OIB is a Governor appointed loan board tasked with 
managing the pool of funds earmarked for the Oregon region when the National 
Scenic Act was created. OIB contracts with MCEDD to administer loan funds.  

o From the original $4 million that was allocated by the National Scenic Act, OIB has 
approved grants and loans totaling almost $98 million by revolving the funds received 
and collecting interest. OIB has leveraged over $15 million private funds and $13 
million public funds. OIB has provided funding for projects directly created or 
retained nearly 750 jobs. 

 
• Kevin Waters, Executive Director, Skamania Economic Development Council 

o Updating WIB policies and procedures 
o Cleaned up delinquent loans 
o Recent loans include Skunk Brothers Spirits, $500,000 loan to Tenzen Group 
o Micro loan program for $25,000 to $50,000 loans 
o Awarded five emergency loans totaling $200,000 for COVID relief. All five loans have 

been paid in full. 
o Board members include a former bank vice president, a loan officer, a Department of 

Commerce representative, two at larges and Commissioner Kaufman is a member this 
year. 

o Next phase is to report on how funds have been leveraged. 
 

• Rural Business Development Grant from USDA - MCEDD applied for the Rural Business 
Development Grant from the USDA and was awarded $1,901,000 million for a revolving loan 
fund to support small business on behalf of the Oregon and Washington Investments Boards. 
Ninety-nine thousand dollars went to the Port of Klickitat for a well at the Dallesport 
Industrial Park. MCEDD will develop a revolving loan fund plan for the remaining funds that 
will meet USDA’s requirements and align with the existing Oregon and Washington 
Investment Board Plans. MCEDD was the grant applicant but will work with OIB and WIB to 
get those loans out. MCEDD has two years to fully disburse funds. 
 

• Current MCEDD Initiatives 
o 2022-2027 Columbia Gorge Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
o Gorge Regional Transit Strategy 

 
• 2022 Strategy Development Goal Areas 

o Strong Businesses 
o Resilient Infrastructure 
o Robust Workforce 
o Powerful Regional Collaboration 
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• 2021 Columbia Gorge Economic Symposium scheduled for November 5, 2021, from 8:30 

to 11:00 a.m. Sign up at www.mcedd.org/symposium 
o Presentations include: 

 Innovative Models for Economic Development in Business, Attainable Housing 
and Workforce Training 

 Regional Industry Trends and Forecasts 
 Draft 2022 Columbia Gorge Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

 
• Gorge Regional Transit Strategy – Phase 1 will build on the recommendations of existing 

transportation plans to establish a foundation for a comprehensive transit strategy serving 
the bi-state, 5-county MCEDD region. 

o Phase 1 Objectives: 
 Strengthen partnerships 
 Synthesize existing and ongoing planning efforts 
 Complete foundational assessments (gap, capacity, opportunity analysis) 
 Synthesize existing goals and policies into a high-level regional vision 

o Phase 2 Objectives: 
 Further data analysis 
 Funding and financial planning 
 Regional governance structures 
 Operational and policy strategies 

 
• Gorge Economy – March 2021 data: 

o Washington job losses were greater than in Oregon 
o Housing prices continued to climb during the pandemic 
o Labor market summary 

• Opportunities to engage with MCEDD 
o Recommendations for OIB/WIB loan program 
o Annual Economic Symposium 
o Sign up for MCEDD newsletter 
o Contact MCEDD – Jessica@mcedd.org, 541.296.2266 

 
Kaufman: Thanked MCEDD for bringing additional funding to the NSA through Senator Merkley and 
all our partners.  As background for new Commissioners, in 1986, $10 million was authorized, but 
authorized and appropriated are two different things. Up to this point, there have been four other 
appropriations and those were completed in 1994, 1996, 1997, and then 2001. So, it has been a long 
stretch since we’ve worked towards receiving the total of the original $10 million request. Of the $2 
million that is coming in, a portion of that is going to Klickitat County, and the balance of that is 
coming through the OIB and WIB to meet that original promise of the $10 million from when the 
NSA Act was set up. Since the funding is coming to OIB and WIB through MCEDD, they are set up as 
revolving loans. You had listed that there was a two-year commitment to spend the funding. Since 
they are revolving loans, is that money going directly to OIB and WIB, and then they will be able to 
continue to use those as revolving loans once those are paid back? 
Metta: It has taken the work of many people for decades to finally get this final $2 million, and the 
competitive process through the USDA was identified by our federal delegation, especially Senator 
Merkley with his role in the Appropriations Committee. The funding is a little different than the 
original funding and is only for small business lending. Because it is coming from USDA Rural 
Business Development, the focus is on businesses. It will be used for revolving loan funds, so as 
those funds get repaid, they will just be used to go out again. 

http://www.mcedd.org/symposium
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Kaufman: So, OIB and WIB will have that boost—shot in the arm—and then it will help to continue 
their balances. 
Metta: Right. 
Mills: For clarification because I am still one of the newer members along with Commissioner 
Kaufman-- are the funds that come through MCEDD for the NSA run past the Gorge Commission for 
consistency with the NSA provisions? Klickitat County hasn’t signed on to the NSA Act, so they are 
not eligible for those funds. Is the $99,000 they received a different pot of money? 
Metta: The $8 million total that has been appropriated in the past had language connecting it to the 
National Scenic Area Act and required that the land use ordinances were in place. The $2 million 
from the USDA in this current pot did not have language tying it to the Scenic Area Act, so it did not 
require that land use ordinances be in place. 
Thompson: Want to thank MCEDD for all of the work they do to provide high-speed internet to 
rural areas in our communities. It is particularly important for our farm worker population. Are 
some of these loans and grant programs specifically targeting some of our minority and women 
business owners, and in addition, are there specific businesses that are being targeted to get these 
loans to?  
Metta: As Craig Bowder mentioned, we updated our micro-lending terms and are encouraging 
women and minority owned business to apply for those. They are not limited to just those 
businesses, but MCEDD and the Mt. Hood Economic Alliance have been talking about how to make 
some micro-lending programs more attractive to women and minority owned businesses. MCEDD 
has reached out to The Next Door to ask about terms to be useful for the businesses that they are 
working with. They work a lot with the Latinx community, and there may be things that we can do to 
make the programs more accessible to those entities. 
Waters:  This is something that Skamania EDC is working on as well. Several recent loans have been 
loans that went to women and minorities, which is extremely exciting. We are trying to support 
these communities and also not exclude anyone. Definitely something that we are working on, and 
it’s been very positive. 
Kaufman: I do want to revisit Commissioner Mills’ comment about how the NSA Act outlines the use 
of funding that is appropriated for that purpose. It does make sense to me that if we were at $8.1. 
However, it sounds like we may have some more work to do with the OIB/WIB and MCEDD. Given 
the press releases that came from Senator Merkley’s office, it does state clearly that it is to fulfill the 
$10 million promise from the initiation of the Act in 1986. The funding that goes to OIB and WIB 
really must follow all the rules that are in place from the Act. It just sounds like we have a little bit of 
work to do, and I’ll turn it over to Krystyna if you have any other comment on that. 
Wolniakowski: I wanted to also thank Jessica and MCEDD for doing all of the work to get the 
funding for OIB and WIB, but the press release does clearly link the NSA Act and fulfilling a federal 
promise of the $10 million. I know that there is still a lot of work to be done on your workplan, and 
we have some discussions set up. I am confident that we can work through this. 
Metta: Just to clarify, USDA approved the $99,000 grant to the Port of Klickitat. This was not 
something that came from MCEDD. We had all applied to the USDA and that was their approval of 
the funds. 
Kaufman: That’s good clarification. 
Liberty: I will note that Senator Merkley did take credit for the final appropriation, so I think clearly 
that was his intention. 
 
U.S. Forest Service NSA Manager’s Report: (12:08 p.m.) Forest Service National Scenic Area 
Manager Donna Mickley provided an update on Forest Service activities in the National Scenic Area: 
 

• Performed prescribed burn in Tracy Hill area of Catherine Creek.  
• Met with DNR to discuss anticipated money related to HB 1168. 
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Information Item: (12:12 p.m.) Commissioner Rodger Nichols and Jeff Litwak, Legal Counsel, 
reviewed the bylaws, officer roles, and process for conducting elections of new officers scheduled 
for the November 9, 2021, Commission meeting. The following Commissioners used this 
opportunity to express interest in serving as officers for the November elections: 
 
Commissioners Interested in Chair for 2022: 

• Robin Grimwade 
• Robert Liberty 
• Michael Mills 
• Rodger Nichols 

 
Commissioners interested in Vice-Chair for 2022: 

• Robin Grimwade 
• Tamara Kaufman 
• Robert Liberty 
• Michael Mills 
• Pah-tu Pitt 

 
Pitt: Offered that the Commission could consider an additional officer position that could be lead for 
DEI. 
Liberty: The Bylaws allow for establishing additional officer positions. Have there been other officer 
positions in the Commission’s history? 
Litwak:  Do not recall that there has been anything other than a chair and a vice-chair.  
Liberty: That does not preclude creation of the new office if that is of interest to the Commission. 
Litwak: If the Commission wanted to create a new office or position, the position could be created 
and voted on at the same meeting. 
 
Liberty: Reminded the Commissioners and staff to think about 2022 priorities and workplans. 
Would like to have a collection of workplan thoughts and ideas and time for a preliminary 
conversation in November. December would then be when the Commission begins adopting a 
workplan. 
Wolniakowski: Confirmed that preliminary discussion will be in November, and staff will present a 
list of priority options to consider for 2022 in December. 
 
Other Business (12:30 p.m.) 

• Opportunity to join tour of Gorge Greens facility north of Carson on October 15th. 
• Commissioner Nichols mentioned the article he forwarded to Commissioners and staff 

regarding Land Acknowledgments. (Attachment H) 
• Commissioner DeKay mentioned the October newsletter for the Columbia Gorge Tourism 

Alliance containing Sense of Place lectures that may be of interest. The newsletter also 
contained a report on the Columbia Gorge Tourism Alliance from the Destination 
Stewardship Center. (Attachment I). Commissioner DeKay has been a non-voting member of 
CGTA for many years. Since she will be revolving off the Commission, this position on behalf 
of the Commission is open. 

• Litwak reminded Commissioners of appeal hearing on November 9th Commission meeting 
and that he will be emailing the appeal materials approximately two weeks prior to the 
November 9th meeting. 
 

 
Adjourn (12:37 p.m.) 
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Meeting Attachments:  

• Attachment A – Staff Report - Access Database Replacement Project 
• Attachment B – Access Database Replacement Project Presentation 
• Attachment C – Staff Report - 2021-23 Biennial Budget and FY21 Financial Audit 
• Attachment D – Staff Report - Climate Change Action Planning Progress Report 
• Attachment E – Climate Change Action Planning Presentation 
• Attachment F – Public Comment – Jurgen Hess 
• Attachment G – Public Comment – Peter Cornelison 
• Attachment H – The Conversation - Land Acknowledgements Meant to Honor Indigenous 

People Too Often do the Opposite – Erasing American Indians and Sanitizing History Instead  
• Attachment I – Destination Stewardship Report, a joint project by the Global Sustainable 

Tourism Council and the Destination Stewardship Center – Doing It Better: Columbia Gorge 
 
 
 
 
Approved – 11/9/2021 


