
 
 
 

Columbia River Gorge Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2021 
via Zoom Webinar 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Sondra Clark 
Lorrie DeKay 
Casey Gatz 
Robin Grimwade 
Tamara Kaufman 
Robert Liberty 
Jerry Meninick 
Carina Miller ~ 8:55 a.m. 
Michael Mills 
Jim Morgan 
Rodger Nichols 
Pah-tu Pitt 
Dr. Ashley Thompson 
 
COMMISSIONER MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Connie Acker, Administrative Analyst 
Aiden Forsi, Land Use Planner 
Bryce Guske, Klickitat County Land Use Planner 
Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner 
Jeff Litwak, Counsel 
Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner 
Jessica Olson, Senior Natural Resources Planner 
Mike Schrankel, GIS Planner 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
 
AUDIENCE PRESENT 
Bowen Blair 
Lynn Burditt – US Forest Service 
Keith Cleveland – Hood River County 
Kaylee Crosby – Wild Wood Tours 
Sandra Dingman 
Sheila Dooley 
Scott Edelman 
Charles Gadway 
Andrea Klaas – Port of The Dalles 
Michael Lang – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Ilene Le Vee 
Terra Lingley – ODOT 
Mitch Nickolds – Clark County Community Development 
Mary Repar 
B Rogers 
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Anna Shank-Root – Port of The Dalles 
Glendon Smith 
Tyler Stone – Wasco County 
Judy Todd 
Andreas von Flotow 
Janet Wainwright 
Eric Walker – Hood River County 
David Williams 
Armando Zelada 
 
Others were present during the meeting. 
 
Call to Order and Roll (8:30 a.m.) Chair Liberty called the meeting to order and Connie Acker called 
roll. 
 
Approval of Minutes for April 13, 2021 (8:32 a.m.) Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt the 
April 13, 2021 Minutes. The April 13, 2021, Minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.  
   
Welcome to new Oregon Governor Appointed Gorge Commissioner, Dr. Ashley Thompson 
(8:33 a.m.) Chair Liberty welcomed Dr. Ashley Thompson to the Commission and asked her to 
introduce herself. Commissioner Thompson is the Extension for Tree Fruit Horticulturist for Wasco 
and Hood River Counties and a professor at Oregon State University. Her research focuses on 
improving the sustainability of orchards throughout the Gorge by reducing pesticide and fertilizer 
use while maintaining or enhancing crop yield and quality. She is passionate about helping farmers 
in the Gorge improve their environment, particularly the reduction of nitrogen through things such 
as compost. She is excited about the climate change initiative. She recently submitted SCRI NIFA 
grants to help mitigate climate change for pear and cherry producers in the Gorge. She is excited to 
use some of her knowledge from producing those grants to help the Commission look at climate 
change and help build bridges between local NRCS folks, local soil water conservation districts and 
the Commission. 
 
Various Commissioners welcomed Commissioner Thompson and added that they look forward to 
working with her. 
 
Opportunity for Treaty Tribe Nations to Address Commission (8:43 a.m.) As part of the 
Government-to-Government consultation process, the Commission welcomes input from treaty 
tribe members on any issue on the agenda and any other matters. The Treaty Tribe Nations did not 
offer testimony. 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: (8:43 a.m.) The following provided public comment to the 
Commission on items not listed on the Agenda:  
 

• Dave Thies, President of the Columbia Gorge Audubon Society – Provided a letter that 
was distributed to Commissioners and uploaded to the Commission website regarding 
Synergy Resources LLC approved timber cut in the Burdoin Mountain Special Management 
Area. The letter requested a pause in the logging to allow time for a possible reconsideration 
by the Forest Service. (Attachment A) 

 
• Andreas von Flotow – Spoke about his current forest practices near Mitchell Point. Voiced 

concerns about accusations that he is building a landing strip and trespass on his property. 
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Would like to follow-up and receive more information about who leveled the accusations and 
who has been on his property. 

 
Casey Gatz offered that this is a SMA forest practice. The Gorge Commission received some 
public inquiries and because this is a SMA forest practice, those inquiries were forwarded to 
Casey. He is working with von Flotow to ensure that the approved forest practice is meeting 
the criteria set forth in the decision. 
 
von Flotow is concerned with being anonymously accused without any evidence which is 
slowing the project down. Requested information of who is accusing him of what and what 
evidence has been supplied. 

 
• Charles Gadway, President, Snowden Community Council – Concerned about consistency 

determination of Synergy Forest Practice CD-20-02-S. Snowden Community Council is 
unanimously opposed to the application as currently presented. Urge review of the decision 
and recommend engaging an independent evaluation of a forester of high standing to 
determine whether this has ever been a pine oak forest. 

 
Casey Gatz offered that there is ongoing litigation on the project and cannot comment much. 
The forest practice application and decision are on the Forest Service website. Those 
documents outline in detail how and why this forest practice meets the Management Plan’s 
standards and guidelines. The area where the resource enhancement project as a forest 
practice is being completed is at the far northeast corner. The NSA boundary is on two sides. 
Much of the forest practices that Mr. Gadway is referring to may be outside of the NSA. 
Logging is on hold pending the outcome of the appeal. 

 
 
Executive Director’s Report: (9:15 a.m.) Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director, and staff 
provided updates on: 
 

• Status of the 2021-2023 Budget – Krystyna reported that the Washington State budget 
passed at $1,572,000, which includes the Access database replacement package, a special 
appropriation to help with Klickitat County planning, and the Commissioners’ fund. Oregon’s 
budget will hopefully be decided by the end of May or early June. Oregon and Washington’s 
financial officers are working together closely. Oregon’s tentative budget is $1,354,000, 
which includes the Access database replacement project but excludes the Klickitat County 
planning funds because that is a special appropriation for Washington. This is level funding 
similar to the current biennium. The Commission will have to continue to be frugal and will 
not have funding for special projects but will be able to maintain current staffing level. 
 

• Updated 2021 Roadmap of Commission Priorities – Krystyna reported that staff is on 
schedule with priorities. (Attachment B) 

 
• Klickitat County Compliance Study – Aiden Forsi, Land Use Planner, reported that he has 

been reviewing selected tax lots, but review is slow. In some cases, there are several 
Director’s Decisions on each lot that require review. Has completed review of approximately 
100 out of 161 selected tax lots and has made some initial determinations that will inform 
upcoming site visits and further research. Next major update is scheduled for August. Hope to 
have some preliminary conclusions to present but most likely will not be able to offer much 
until the study is fully complete. 
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• Climate Change Action Plan – Jessica Olson, Senior Natural Resources Planner, reported 
that two review committee meetings have been held and several smaller one-on-one or small 
group meetings. Have had Zoom meetings with representatives from: 

o Three of the Treaty Tribes and CRITFC to learn more about tribal climate resilience 
priorities, particularly conversations involving first foods and how we can support 
opportunities for gathering foods. 

o Joining regular calls with Oregon agencies who are now working on a statewide 
climate change vulnerability assessment. 

o Met with ODOT and hope to meet with them again to learn about their climate change 
initiatives and want to continue to explore emissions reduction strategies with both 
departments of transportation. 

o The current membership of the review committee consists of CRITFC, Friends of the 
Columbia River Gorge Land Trust, Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership, Nez Perce 
Tribe, Oregon Climate Office, Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reservation, US 
Forest Service, US Geological Survey, Yakama Nation Fisheries, Columbia Land Trust, 
ODOT, WDFW, Hood River Energy Council, and trying to identify a contact of the 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. 

o Next steps:  
 Wrapping up vulnerability of risk rankings and hope to summarize and share 

those in June. 
 Trying to identify where to focus summer attention on more focused 

conversations. Homing in on forest resources, protecting forests from wildfire, 
and for carbon storage and habitat benefits. 

 Treaty Tribe action priorities. 
 Mitigating emissions. 

 
• Vital Sign Indicators – Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner, provided an overview of indicator 

review and update work over the last month: 
o Joint USFS/CRGC work session to discuss VSI technical work group suggestions and 

prioritize Vital Sign topics for natural resources and climate change. 
o VSI technical work group meeting focused on indicators and datasets for water 

resources.  
o Several smaller meetings to gather input from partners on how to best leverage 

existing monitoring programs and available datasets. 
o Two work planning meetings to identify timeline and tasks for updating other VSI 

resource areas – scenic and recreation. Plan to present an update on these in August. 
o Next steps: VSI technical work group to discuss terrestrial habitat Vital Signs; work 

planning meetings for cultural resource and economic vitality VSI update; and 
preparation for VSI work session to share progress on natural resource and climate 
change indicators at the June 2021 Commission meeting.  
 

• County-CRGC MOUs – Jeff Litwak, counsel, reported that staff is continuing to update the 
MOU template from discussions with counties in early spring. Break occurred from MOUs to 
participate in Wasco County’s conversation about continuing to implement its NSA 
ordinance. The work that was done will be able to be used in the MOUs to address transition 
from a county land use ordinance to a Gorge Commission ordinance, although it is hoped that 
it will never have to be used. Had to think through county next steps, county continuing 
obligations, and our steps to transition in order to minimize burdens on landowners. 
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• Next Steps:  
o Second round of meetings with county planning directors. 
o Scheduled to have workshop at August Commission meeting. 

 
• Updated Commissioner Handbook – Krystyna shared that Commissioners DeKay and 

Nichols spent time reviewing the existing Commissioner Handbook. Staff then reviewed each 
section of the handbook and updated as needed. The three new Commissioners received the 
handbook on a thumb drive rather than a 500-page hard copy binder. Krystyna mentioned to 
Commissioners that if they would like updated versions of the handbook to please contact 
her or Connie Acker. Updates will be placed on thumb drives unless paper binders are 
requested. 

 
• Honor Roll Certificate from the State of Oregon – Krystyna shared that the State of Oregon 

CFO recognized the agency’s outstanding financial management in accounts receivable with 
an Honor Roll Certificate for FY 2020. (Attachment C) 

 
• Ambassador of Public Service – Krystyna announced that Connie Acker, Administrative 

Analyst, was recently recognized by the Governor of Oregon as an Ambassador of Public 
Service. This honor was bestowed by the Governor upon persons who exemplify diligent and 
resilient service to the public, especially during this last year in the time of a pandemic. 

 
Treaty Tribe Word of the Day (9:35 a.m.) Commissioner Miller shared the word of the day, Kiksht, 
which is the Wasco word for the language Wasco. Under Warm Springs there are three confederated 
tribes: The Warm Springs, the Wasco, and the Paiute. The Warm Springs and the Wasco were the 
original treaty signing tribes in 1855 who mostly lived in this area. Commissioner Miller is a 
member of the Yakama and Palouse (Palús) from Colville and was the Wasco representative in the 
past.  
 
Work Session*:  Draft Land Acknowledgment Statement (9:35 a.m.) Joanna Kaiserman, Senior 
Land Use Planner, and Lisa Naas Cook presented a draft Land Acknowledgement Statement for 
Gorge Commission discussion. (Attachment D) 
 
Lisa Naas Cook suggested, for discussion purposes, that the draft Land Acknowledgment be broken 
down into parts and asked Chair Liberty for his assistance.  
 

Columbia River Gorge Commission  
Draft Land Acknowledgement (updated 04/26/2021)  

 
“Welcome to the Columbia River Gorge Commission’s [current month] meeting. We begin today 
with a land acknowledgment:  
 
We acknowledge and honor that the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located 
within the ancestral territories of Indigenous peoples who have protected these lands and 
waters since time immemorial.  

 
This first sentence embodies the overarching purpose of the land acknowledgment which is to 
recognize and honor those who are the original stewards of the lands and waters on which the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located. In some land acknowledgements, one 
sentence such as this, recognizing these ancestral lands on which we are currently gathered and 
standing is in of itself a full acknowledgment. Other land acknowledgments name specific tribes and 
bands who hold relationship with the specific site or place both in the past and present and 
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continuing into the future. This first sentence captures the heart of what the Commission intends to 
do with this land acknowledgment which is honoring indigenous people who have these 
relationships now, in the past, and going into the future. This sentence comes directly from the first 
paragraph of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Statement in the Management Plan that was 
approved by the Commission in October 2020. 
 
While the first paragraph begins thinking about the past and the relationship to the present, the 
purpose of the second paragraph is to honor the role and sovereignty of the four Columbia River 
Treaty Tribes. The Commission has a unique relationship with tribes. As a bi-state compact agency, 
the Gorge Commission has a government-to-government relationship and a legal responsibility to 
uphold tribal treaty rights. Staff felt in that role that acknowledging this responsibility is important. 
Staff named not only the four tribes as confederations but also the second sentence includes the 
names that make up those four tribes. Staff received feedback on whether to list all the tribes or just 
the first sentence. 
 
Chair Liberty read the second paragraph of the draft Land Acknowledgment: 
 

We also honor the sovereignty and role of the four Columbia River Treaty Tribes in taking care 
of these lands and waters today—the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Confederated 
Bands and Tribes of the Yakama Nation, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, and the Nez Perce Tribe. These include the Wasco, Warm Springs, Paiute, Cayuse, 
Umatilla, Walla Walla, Kah-milt-pah, Klickitat, Klinquit, Kow-was-say-ee, Li-ay-was, Oche-
chotes, Palouse, Pisquose, Se-ap-cat, Shyiks, Skinpah, Wah-lal-la, Wenatshapam, Wishxam, 
Yakama, and Nimiipuu peoples. We are committed to working together with tribal governments 
through government-to-government partnerships.  

 
Lisa Naas Cook continued: The last part of the land acknowledgment summarizes the overall 
intention for sharing these words at the beginning of each meeting. Staff believes that this land 
acknowledgment can be used at the beginning of the meeting in its current form, adapted however 
the Commission sees fit, included on the Commission website, and in other Commission materials.  
 

We offer this land acknowledgment in gratitude for all those who have come before us and 
those cultivating respectful relationships today and into the future; in recognition of the 
historical and ongoing legacy of colonialism; and in commitment to work together toward a 
more just and equitable future in protection of our shared connection to these lands and 
waters.” 

 
Each of the pieces in the land acknowledgment is about expressing gratitude and reflecting on the 
connection between the past and the present and to commit the Commission each time it gathers to 
work together for a more just and equitable future in protection of the lands and waters that are 
within the NSA and protected through the Management Plan. 
 
The draft Land Acknowledgment has been reviewed by the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission and members of the four Columbia River Treaty Tribes, including Gorge Commissioners 
Meninick, Miller, and Pitt. Members of Warm Springs, Yakama, and Umatilla have reviewed and 
offered some support for this statement. The statement has not yet been presented to Umatilla, Nez 
Perce, or Yakama Tribal Councils, just individuals and cultural resources as of the date of this 
meeting. 
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CRITFC provided feedback via email from Jeremy FiveCrows suggesting that the list of names in the 
second sentence may be unnecessary given that the four Treaty Tribes already encompass all those 
names. The Commission can discuss whether those tribe names should be listed. 
 
Land acknowledgments can be as simple or as detailed as the purpose for writing them requires. It 
really needs to be driven by the “why”. Staff offers this for the Commission’s consideration as a 
starting point for discussion. Staff is thankful for the opportunity to bring this up for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Questions and Comments 
 
Mills: Grateful to staff for putting this together. 
Meninick: Thanked the Commission for the Land Acknowledgment. Once heard Chief Tommy 
Thompson recite a part of what was happening to the people during the flooding of Celilo Falls years 
ago. Chief Thompson shared that when we first come to these places, the one thing that is reality is 
how the land communicates to the people. Celilo is an interpretation of that. You can write 1,000 
books about Celilo and all the places where the river meandered back and forth but the one thing 
that you can never capture in written form is the sound. The sound of life. At Celilo it was standard 
practice in the aftermath of the flooding that our people spoke of losing the thunder. The thunder 
was the falls that they heard 24 hours a day. The names that you read of the tribes and bands are 
that communication to our people from the land. When we go to survey projects out in the land, the 
only thing that is taught to our younger people is that you do not need to take volumes of scientific 
or technical paperwork for a survey, you need to have your eyes open and heart open. See what the 
land tells you because that is real.  
 
Appreciate the wording and especially the very last sentence that says: “Work together toward a 
more just and equitable future in protection of our shared connection to these lands and waters.” It 
rings of understanding that we are not the ones in control. We would like to think that, but it is the 
land and whatever is offered to it and the resources to survive. Salmon is that picture. There was a 
meeting hosted by the senators of Oregon in Portland and I was one of the speakers. I speak from 
the heart and I spoke in our language and then I interpreted it. I spoke of the dams and all the other 
challenges placed in front of the salmon and its migration. I ended by saying that in spite of our 
presence and the many roadblocks put up as a society for the salmon’s return to regenerate, the 
perseverance by the salmon and its younger brothers and sisters shows that it is much tougher than 
we are. In actuality, it is their story that we live. 
Pitt: After it says “government-to-government”, it could say “and other relationship building”. How 
we get to the just and equitable future is through building relationships in addition to government-
to-government consultation or partnerships. 
 
Public Comment on Draft Land Acknowledgment Statement (9:50 a.m.) The following provided 
public comment to the Commission on the Draft Land Acknowledgment:  
 

• Mitch Nickolds, Clark County Community Development – Land Acknowledgement is 
extremely important as are the comments made by Commissioners Meninick and Pitt. Believe 
the Land Acknowledgment is worthy of much sharing, on a plaque at overlooks, with the 
crafters acknowledged. This kind of statement helps bring the perspective of commitment to 
maintain this amazing resource. 
 

• Michael Lang, Friends of the Columbia Gorge – Friends thanks staff and Commissioners 
for the work on this statement and strongly supports it. There is an obligation by the federal 
government to uphold treaty rights. That is implicit in this statement but perhaps it should 
be clarified that the Commission has pledged to support the Tribes in upholding treaty rights. 
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• Janet Wainwright – Proud of Commission for this vital work. Particularly interested in 

reiteration of tribal sovereignty. 
 

• Ilene Le Vee – This Land Acknowledgment has been a long time coming. Encourage the 
Commission not to remove any language that does not reflect the government-to-government 
relationship and responsibility of the Gorge Commission, the Scenic Area Act and all that it 
envisions. Removal would deemphasize the requirements of both Washington and Oregon 
and the federal government to ensure that treaty rights are not only respected but followed 
to the letter. 

 
Commission Discussion on Draft Land Acknowledgment Statement: (10:00 a.m.) 
 
Liberty: Received a comment from Commissioner Pitt about a potential modification. Not removing 
government-to-government but supplementing it. Received a comment from CRITFC about whether 
to list all the bands. Options to proceed are begin the next meeting with this acknowledgment and 
indicate that there may be some minor changes in the future or talk about modifications now. 
Nichols: Would like suggestion from Commissioner Miller on how to proceed. 
Miller: Might be that CRITFC suggested removing bands because they are represented under the 
four Columbia River Treaty Tribes. Believe it is important to have them listed for tribal identity. 
Pitt: Add “and other types of relationship building”. 
Kaufman: Offered to Commissioner Pit: “We are committed to working together with tribal 
governments through government-to-government partnerships and people to people relationships”. 
Pitt: That sounds good, and I think Commissioner Miller does too. Thanked Commissioner Kaufman 
for the offer. 
Meninick: The bottom line is that in the beginning, the second sentence says, “We acknowledge and 
honor that the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located within the ancestral territories 
of Indigenous Peoples.” The intent there is to first recognize the tribes but first recognized should be 
the land. Politically there is government-to-government style of communication but here it is 
different. We are talking about land. That is way beyond government. Bring the intent up to the level 
we are thinking. 
Clark: Agree with Commissioner Meninick in that it is more about the land than about the people. 
Believe that the bands and tribes should be listed. Agree with Commissioner Kaufman’s offered 
sentence. Because of the length of the statement, opening each meeting with the statement may be 
difficult. 
Nichols: Agree with Commissioner Kaufman’s offered sentence. 
Kaufman: Appreciate listing of different tribes. Helps to understand the history and people who 
exist here but defer to tribal members and tribes to make that decision. 
DeKay: Agree with Commissioner Kaufman. 
Mills: Support additional language offered by Commissioner Pitt. 
Liberty: Add after the initial sentence that ends with the Nez Perce Tribe – “These bands and 
tribes”. 
Mills: Moved to adopt the Land Acknowledgment as refined. 
Clark: Although very well done, believe enough suggestions have been made to have it presented at 
the next meeting after tribal members have offered suggestions. Prefer not to vote on an unfinished 
product. 
Miller: Second Commissioner Mills’ motion. 
 
Motion – Commissioner Mills: Accept the Land Acknowledgment with offered suggestions by 
Commissioners Pitt, Kaufman, and Liberty to read as follows: 
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Columbia River Gorge Commission  
Land Acknowledgement 

 
“Welcome to the Columbia River Gorge Commission’s [current month] meeting. We begin today 
with a land acknowledgment:  
 
We acknowledge and honor that the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located 
within the ancestral territories of Indigenous peoples who have protected these lands and 
waters since time immemorial.  

 
We also honor the sovereignty and role of the four Columbia River Treaty Tribes in taking care 
of these lands and waters today—the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Confederated 
Bands and Tribes of the Yakama Nation, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, and the Nez Perce Tribe. These bands and tribes include the Wasco, Warm Springs, 
Paiute, Cayuse, Umatilla, Walla Walla, Kah-milt-pah, Klickitat, Klinquit, Kow-was-say-ee, Li-ay-
was, Oche-chotes, Palouse, Pisquose, Se-ap-cat, Shyiks, Skinpah, Wah-lal-la, Wenatshapam, 
Wishxam, Yakama, and Nimiipuu peoples. We are committed to working together with tribal 
governments through government-to-government partnerships and people-to-people 
relationships. 

 
We offer this land acknowledgment in gratitude for all those who have come before us and 
those cultivating respectful relationships today and into the future; in recognition of the 
historical and ongoing legacy of colonialism; and in commitment to work together toward a 
more just and equitable future in protection of our shared connection to these lands and 
waters.” 

 
Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  
 
Roll Call for Vote on Motion: 

  Yes No Abstain 
Clark x     
DeKay x     
Grimwade x     
Kaufman x     
Meninick x     
Miller x     
Mills x     
Morgan x     
Pitt x     
Nichols x     
Thompson x     
Liberty x     

Total 12 0 0 
 
BREAK – 10:18 a.m. 
 
Work Session*: (10:30 a.m.) Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner, presented a follow-up on 
the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion work session from April 13, 2021 Commission meeting, which 
included suggestions and next steps from Tina Patterson, Pepperdine University extern. 
(Attachments E and F) 
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Commission Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: (10:50 a.m.) 
 
Pitt: Suggest working with more than one facilitator. Work with understanding different needs. Seek 
resources to support the work. Training can help too. 
Mills:  Wondering, like Commissioner Pitt about “dominant culture”. 
Naas Cook: Context in part in connection with avoiding a BIPOC facilitator by default. Avoid 
tokenism. Can follow up with Tina Patterson to get clarity. 
Thompson: Encouraged Commission to reach out to NextDoor, an organization working on equity 
issues in the Gorge. 
Morgan: Facilitator should not be a distraction, not a participant, no bias. To manage, not to lead. 
Nichols: The Commission is not an appointing agency, so it cannot support Commissioner 
appointments directly, but it can influence decisions to make Commission more diverse. 
Pitt: “Dominant culture” is in a lot of our work and can be done in peer-to-peer manner. 
Liberty: Very interested in integrating DEI into Management Plan. Look at other similar agencies 
that are farther along in this discussion and learn from them. Translating this into the reality of what 
we do is most important. 
Wolniakowski:  Oregon recently hired a new Chief for Cultural Change Officer, Serena Stoudamire.  
We have shared our work with her. Great progress at state agency level in Oregon and Washington 
to make this the fabric of how every agency works. 
Liberty:  Suggest that Commissioners share any information they have of other organizations that 
are developing DEI plans.  
 
Public Comment on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (11:00 a.m.) The following provided public 
comment to the Commission on the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: 
 

• Janet Wainwright – Disturbed by “dominant culture” reference. Ignore “from the dominant 
culture” suggestion. 

 
• Ilene Le Vee – Second what Janet Wainwright said. 

 
Wolniakowski: Offered that staff have reached out to NextDoor and want to work with them in 
future for public outreach. Searching for opportunities to assist with DEI work and training. 
Acker: Washington State is trying to obtain funding for small agencies for DEI work and training. 
 
Commission discussion regarding Potential Next Steps  
 
Kaufman: Meeting agreements are necessary. When we come to a meeting, we need to understand 
as a group how our input will be heard, so all our ideas are heard. 
Pitt:  Add “s” to “facilitator” and add to list that resourcing this work is important. Leverage help and 
work to support making this happen. 
Nichols: Ask BIPOC Commissioners how they want to participate. This is a simple thing to do that 
we can do right away. 
DeKay: Most important given staff constraints and funding is review and revise Plan with DEI lens. 
There has not been a communications workshop since 2013. This is an important piece, given the 
fact that there has been almost complete Commissioner turnover since then. The Commission 
functioned better after the communication training. 
Grimwade: Need to be cognizant of very limited resources. Look at list short term: things we do not 
need additional funding for long term: those that require additional resources. How we go about 
delivering real, tangible outcomes for this. Suggest looking at areas currently working on, apply DEI, 
look at how we integrate it, focus on Commission workplan priorities. 
Mills: Engage with underrepresented communities should be top priority. 
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Liberty: Items related to facilitation are after we have a draft DEI plan. We can seek additional 
resources after we have something to look at. Internal diversity goals and then the content of the 
work. Apply equity lens to those things we are already working on. Have conversation about 
meeting agreements. 
Morgan: Agree that one of the Commission’s strongest and most important responsibilities is to 
implement the new Management Plan. DEI is important using that lens. Who are the people who are 
underserved and not getting the resources needed? Plan is most critical tool we have. First reach out 
to underserved communities. Do they know they are in the NSA and what that means? What 
resources do they need to be successful? Gain better understanding of how the Plan will affect 
people. 
Pitt: Just as important is trust-building piece. Engagement takes incentive that feedback will be 
taken into consideration. 
Liberty:  Grants for economic development. Is there any consideration of DEI in the distribution of 
grants? Could use briefing of Oregon and Washington Investment Boards on how those funds are 
used. 
 
U.S. Forest Service NSA Manager’s Report: (11:25 a.m.) Casey Gatz, US Forest Service, provided an 
update on Forest Service activities in the National Scenic Area (Attachment G) including: 
 

• Regional office selected Donna Mickley as new Area Manager Forest Supervisor. Donna has 
been the District Ranger at the Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District out of Rogue 
River/Siskiyou National Forest since 2010. Worked on the BLM as an Associate District 
Manager in Medford and National Forests in Colorado, as well as state and private forestry 
area. Deputy and acting Forest Supervisor in both Oregon and Washington and Region II, 
which is the southwest. No start date yet but she may be able to join the June Commission 
Meeting. 

 
• Stan Hinatsu is currently Acting Deputy Area Manager and Christy Cheyne is our Acting Area 

Manager. 
 

• Highlighted two ongoing projects: 
 

o Bridal Veil Stream Restoration Project 
o Dog Mountain Permit System 

 
• Recreation access equity issues were discussed. 

 
Work Session: Wasco County Land Use Ordinance (11:30 a.m.) Krystyna U. Wolniakowski 
mentioned the detailed letter that staff, with the assistance of Commissioner Nichols, prepared 
dated May 5, 2021, addressed to the Wasco County Commissioners. (Attachment H) The Wasco 
County Board of Commissioners voted to continue performing the work as they have since 1994. 
Hood River County Board of County Commissioners also decided to move forward with 
development of a new ordinance. Both counties are very concerned with the amount of funding they 
receive to perform the work through the Department of Land Conservation and Development 
(DLCD). Staff will continue to work with DLCD to ascertain whether there are more resources that 
can be secured for the counties. Staff will also be looking for efficiencies in the system. 
 
Jeff Litwak added that it was a good exercise to figure out what it would mean to transition from a 
county ordinance to a Gorge Commission ordinance. It will require a lot of discussion in the future if 
any county decides not to adopt ordinance. Some of the information learned in this exercise will be 
included in the MOUs. 



12 

 
Nichols: Wasco County just lost a senior planner, they are overburdened and wondered if they could 
pass some of this work off to the Commission. When the County Commissioners looked at the list of 
things that would be detrimental to local landowners and the loss of Oregon Investment Board 
loans, they looked at it in a different way. Ultimately the vote was unanimous in favor of continuing. 
 
Other Business (12:00 p.m.)  
Liberty: Requested an update on the Zimmerly gravel extraction application. 
Litwak: The hearing opened May 10th but know nothing about it. 
Liberty: For the benefit of new Commissioners: This has been a long and highly contentious set of 
multiple proceedings revolving around gravel extraction at a pit in Clark County. A determination by 
the Commission was that they did not have a required NSA permit. They are now applying for a 
permit. Asked whether staff would be commenting on the permit application. 
Litwak: Recommend staying out of it because there is the likelihood of appeal. Until we know more, 
our best bet is to stay out of it. 
 
Connie Acker informed Chair Liberty that Mitch Nickolds, Clark Community Development, had his 
hand raised. Chair Liberty allowed Mr. Nickolds to speak regarding this matter with the approval of 
the Commission. 
 
Nickolds: The hearing went to almost 11:00 p.m. The hearing examiner continue the hearing until 
tonight. They got through the initial staff report and rebuttal and questions from various 
represented parties. Will move into public testimony tonight. 
 
Adjourn – (12:06 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Attachments:  

• Attachment A – Public Comment - Columbia Gorge Audubon Society 
• Attachment B – Draft 2021 Workplan Priorities Roadmap (updated 4.20.2021) 
• Attachment C – State of Oregon FY20 Honor Roll Certificate 
• Attachment D – Staff Report – DRAFT Land Acknowledgment Statement 
• Attachment E – Staff Report – Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Workplan 
• Attachment F – Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Work Session presentation 
• Attachment G – U.S. Forest Service NSA Manager’s Presentation 
• Attachment H – CRGC letter to Wasco County Board of Commissioners re: NSA-LUDO 
• Attachment I – Public Commission Meeting Protocol 

 
 
 
 
Approved – 6/8/2021 


