
 
 
 

Columbia River Gorge Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2022 
via Zoom Webinar 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Sondra Clark 
Robin Grimwade 
Tamara Kaufman 
Robert Liberty 
Jerry Meninick ~ 8:34 a.m. 
Carina Miller 
Michael Mills 
Jim Morgan 
Rodger Nichols 
Pah-tu Pitt 
Dr. Ashley Thompson 
Amy Weissfeld 
 
COMMISSIONER MEMBERS ABSENT 
Donna Mickley 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Connie Acker, Administrative Analyst 
Aiden Forsi, Land Use Planner 
Bryce Guske, Klickitat County Land Use Planner 
Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner 
Jeff Litwak, Legal Counsel 
Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner 
Jessica Olson, Senior Natural Resources Planner 
Mike Schrankel, GIS Manager 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
 
AUDIENCE PRESENT 
Julia Allen-Rodrigues – ESA Sitka 
Lynn Burditt 
Liz Christeleit – ESA Sitka 
Keith Cleveland 
Peter Cornelison 
Sheila Dooley 
Jo Ferreira 
Casey Gatz – USDA Forest Service 
Andrea Klaas – Port of The Dalles 
Scott Kuhta – WA Department of Commerce 
Terra Lingley – ODOT 
Denise Lopez – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Steve McCoy – Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Jennifer O’Donnell 
Beatriz Parga 
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B Rogers 
Sherryl Schown – ESA Sitka 
Janet Wainwright 
Troy Watlamet 
Others were present during the meeting. 
 
Call to Order and Roll (8:30 a.m.)  Chair Robin Grimwade called the meeting to order, and Connie 
Acker called roll. 
 
Approval of April 12, 2022, Commission Meeting Minutes (8:31 a.m.) Commissioner Tamara 
Kaufman moved to adopt the April 12, 2022, Minutes, and Commissioner Rodger Nichols seconded. 
The April 12, 2022, Minutes were approved by a voice vote. Commissioner Grimwade abstained as 
he was not in attendance at the April 12th meeting. 
 
Land Acknowledgment (8:31 a.m.) Chair Grimwade read the Land Acknowledgment. 
 
Treaty Tribe Word of the Day (8:33 a.m.) Commissioner Carina Miller shared the Treaty Tribe 
Word of the Day, iła, which means Mother. Commissioner Miller offered that this word is 
appropriate because Mother’s Day was recently celebrated on May 8, 2022. 
 
Opportunity for Treaty Tribe Nations to Address Commission (8:35 a.m.) As part of the 
Government-to-Government consultation process, the Commission welcomes input from Treaty 
Tribe Nations on any issue on the agenda and any other matters. The Treaty Tribe Nations did not 
offer testimony. 
 
Commissioner Michael Mills recognized the 80th anniversary of the Japanese American incarceration 
during WWII, Executive Order 9066, which sent thousands of Japanese Americans to prison camps, 
including many living in the Gorge. Recognizing that bias and bigotry existed and still remain will 
help the Commission’s work in the future.  
 
Opportunity for Public Comment on items related to the National Scenic Area not on the 
Agenda* (8:35 a.m.) 
 

• Beatriz Parga, Bridal Veil Lodge – Voiced concern with the Waterfall Corridor Permitted 
Access implementation starting May 24, 2022, and how it will impact residents and 
businesses. Ms. Parga also provided written comment and photographs (Attachment A) 

 
Liberty: Suggested a report to the Commission on the subject in July. 
Morgan: Encouraged Ms. Parga to contact Terra Lingley with ODOT. 
Casey Gatz: Stan Hinatsu, USDA Forest Service Recreation Program Manager, has been working 
with Terra Lingley and Ms. Parga and others trying to address concerns. 
 
Executive Director’s Report (8:43 a.m.) Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director, and staff 
provided updates on: 
 

• Climate Change Action Plan – Jessica Olson, Senior Natural Resources Planner, reported 
that the Draft Climate Change Action Plan was released for public review and comment. The 
draft plan has been uploaded to the Commission’s website at  
http://www.gorgecommission.org/initiatives/climate-change/ and a Press Release 
(Attachment B) was distributed on April 27, 2022, announcing the release of the draft plan. 
Four informational sessions have been scheduled for the public via Zoom. Two sessions are 

http://www.gorgecommission.org/initiatives/climate-change/
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scheduled during the day and two are scheduled during the evening in May and June. The 60-
day comment period runs from May 5th through July 5th. A dedicated email has been 
established for public comment on the draft plan – ClimateAction@gorgecommission.org.  

 
• Vital Sign Indicators – Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner, reported that staff met with local forest 

health and fuels reduction leaders and practitioners to discuss needs and opportunities 
around fire adaptive communities’ framework and associated tools. In addition to the Draft 
Climate Change Action Plan Q&A sessions scheduled for May and June, staff will be 
conducting focused presentations for certain groups. The focus for VSI for the next few 
months will be cultural resources and economic vitality. Letters were recently sent to the 
four Columbia River Treaty Tribes asking for meetings at the staff level to learn more about 
climate priorities that intersect with both the VSI program and the Climate Change Action 
Plan. 

 
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion – Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Land Use Planner, reported 

that staff is developing a framework document that will become the Commission’s DEI Plan. 
The framework is divided into four main parts: 

o The first is the Commission’s DEI commitment, which includes the purpose, vision, 
and values of the Commission in creating a DEI Plan, as well as establishing 
accountability within the agency - identifying who on staff and the Commission are 
responsible for advancing the DEI Plan. 

o The second is the Commission’s organizational operations: staff hiring and 
Commissioner appointments.  

o The third is anchoring the Commission’s programs in DEI. This will include reviewing 
the Management Plan for opportunities to be more equitable in policies, as well as 
other programs such as VSI and development reviews.  

o The fourth section is about how the Commission engages with everyone outside of the 
Commission, community engagement and outreach, which includes establishing 
partnerships and building relationships with other organizations and individuals. 

 
Staff is identifying goals, strategies, and desired outcomes for each of these sections. 
 
At the July Commission meeting, there will be a Commission work session to review the draft 
framework and discuss the content of the framework. 

 
Commissioner Comments and Questions: 
 
Grimwade: Asked if measures will be identified. 
Kaiserman: Replied that metrics will be identified for each section to track progress towards the 
identified goals.  
 
USDA Forest Service NSA Manager’s Report (8:55 a.m.) USDA Forest Service Casey Gatz provided 
updates on Forest Service activities in the National Scenic Area: 
 

• The Historic Columbia River Highway pilot timed access program starts May 24, 2022, and 
continues through September 5, 2022. Casey suggested that the report requested earlier in 
the meeting for July by Commissioner Liberty might be better scheduled for Fall when more 
data is available. 

• Continuing to work closely with the Washington Department of Natural Resources and the 
Oregon Department of Forestry on WA House Bill 1168 and OR Senate Bill 762. These bills 

mailto:ClimateAction@gorgecommission.org
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are intended to provide forest enhancement and wildland-urban interface fuel reduction 
work. 

• Most of the Eagle Creek closures have been lifted. There are still a few specific closures due to 
safety concerns, such as Oneonta Gorge.  

• The Forest Service is starting to return from telework in June. 
• With all the rain locally, we are in a better place fire-wise than last year. 
• Field season is ramping up with the onboarding of seasonal staff. 
• Dog Mountain permit system is up and running. 

 
Kaufman: Asked what signage will be available at the Waterfall Corridor. 
Terra Lingley, Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Coordinator for ODOT: A variety of 
signage, e.g. Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS), will be located on both I-84 east and west, 
and on the historic highway. Every day the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department staff will put 
out temporary regimented signage on I-84 and the historic highway. The signs will display 
“Congestion Ahead”, “Permit Check-In Ahead”, and “Be Prepared to Stop”. Staff will be at the check-
in points, and A-frame signs with a QR code will be displayed. Twenty thousand rack cards have 
been printed and will be available at various tourist locations, together with informational posters. 
(Attachment C) All partner agency social media accounts have started to release information. Doing 
the best to get information out but unfortunately, there will be visitors who are unaware of the 
permitting system. 
 
Work Session:* Access Database Replacement Project: (9:10 a.m.) Mike Schrankel, Project 
Coordinator and GIS Manager,  provided a comprehensive update on the ADR project including 
benefits of the new database as compared to the current system, a brief description of vendor 
procurement for Phase 1, work completed to date, responses to the recent Request for Information, 
and the next steps as staff begins preparing the Policy Option and Decision Packages for Phase 2 
(Implementation). (Attachments D and E)    Sherryl Schown, Liz Christeleit, and Julie Allen-
Rodrigues with ESA Sitka joined the conversation and provided particulars of the work to date on 
the project. 
 
Commissioner Comments and Questions: 
 
Weissfeld: Asked about the longevity of the new database. 
Christeleit: One of the objectives of the project is to move to a fully online, cloud-based system that 
will evolve over time. This is a long-term solution given that the recommendation will be cloud-
based, off the shelf, with a well-established vendor with experience in this subject area. 
Grimwade: Reasonable to assume that the new system will last 15 years, with upgrades made by 
the vendor during that time.  
Morgan: Asked whether the new system would assist in streamlining reporting accomplishments to 
the legislatures and efficiencies of processes. 
Christeleit: That is something that the new system needs to support. 
Mills: Asked whether staff had reached out and received input from the Treaty Tribes. 
Schrankel: The Treaty Tribes are on the list for interviews in the future. 
Kaufman: Asked about interaction with the Management Plan, and whether queries about past 
Commission decisions would be part of the system. 
Schrankel: Queries about who Commissioners were and when and what decisions they made are 
outside of the scope of this project. That is more of a document management system. Document 
management is important and something we want to address but most likely not part of the new 
system. 
Liberty: Asked whether various information could be downloaded in reports and then uploaded to 
the Commission website. 
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Christeleit: The solution will drive the capabilities of the new system. There will be some options to 
configure the system. Whether the Commission website will support various items remains to be 
seen. 
 
Public Comment - The following members of the public commented on the Access Database 
Replacement Project update: 
 

• Steve McCoy, Friends of the Columbia Gorge – Friends believes that NGOs, academics, and 
universities should be identified and interviewed as stakeholders. Expressed concern about 
data access for different users. 

 
Christeleit: The slide reflecting personas was just a snippet of what is contained in the Feasibility 
Report. The full report reflects actual descriptions of personas, which do include NGOs.  
Schrankel: The Commission certainly does not intend to “hide” information from the public. 
 
BREAK - (10:23 to 10:33 a.m.) 
 
Appeal Motion: Union Pacific Railroad Company v. Wasco County, CRGC Appeal Nos. COA-16-
01 & COA-16-02, Motion for Vacatur (10:33 a.m.) The Gorge Commission considered the motion 
from Union Pacific Railroad Company and the other parties to the 2017 appeal before the Gorge 
Commission to vacate the Gorge Commission’s 2017 appeal decision. The parties have presented the 
motion for decision without oral argument; there was no opportunity for public comment. 
(Attachment F) 
 
Commissioner Comments and Questions: 
 
Nichols: Concerned about setting precedence. Do not see a reason to vacate. 
Morgan: Asked whether public review and comment were necessary. 
Litwak: The Commission has never been asked to vacate a decision. Typically, a motion would be 
decided by the Chair. In consultation with the current and former Chairs, it was concluded that this 
was important enough to bring before the full Commission to decide. 
Kaufman: Concerned as well with setting precedence in vacating the decision.  
 
Commissioner Nichols moved to Deny the Motion for Vacatur and Commissioner Liberty seconded 
the motion. 
 
Roll Call for Vote on Motion: 

  Yes No Abstain 
Clark X     
Kaufman X     
Liberty X     
Meninick X     
Miller X     
Mills X     
Morgan X     
Nichols X     
Pitt X     
Thompson X     
Weissfeld X     
Grimwade X     

Total 12 0 0 
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Governance Training:  Public Records Act: (10:51 a.m.) Krystyna U. Wolniakowski and Connie 
Acker provided an overview of public records management. (Attachment G) Counsel Litwak offered 
to speak with Commissioners one-on-one if there were specific questions regarding records 
management. 
 
Other Business (11:22 a.m.) 

• Commissioner Nichols mentioned the Gorge Commission 101 series of articles he is writing 
for local newspapers. 

 
Executive Session: (11:26 a.m.) Executive Session pursuant to Commission Rule 350-11-006(1)(g) 
to consult with counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of the Commission regarding current 
litigation or litigation likely to be filed. 
 
Return to Open Session (11:48 a.m.) The Commission returned to open session, and Chair 
Grimwade announced that no decisions were made during executive session. 
 
Adjourn – (11:48 a.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Attachments:  

• Attachment A – Public Comment - Beatriz Parga 
• Attachment B – Press Release - Draft Climate Change Action Plan 
• Attachment C - Waterfall Corridor Permitted Access Informational Materials 
• Attachment D – Staff Report – Access Database Replacement Project Progress 
• Attachment E – Presentation – Access Database Replacement Project 
• Attachment F – Staff Report – Motion for Vacatur in Union Pacific RR Company v. Wasco 

County, CRGC No. COA-W-16-01 and Friends of the Columbia Gorge, et al. v. Wasco County, 
CRGC No. COA-W-16-02 

• Attachment G – Presentation – Public Records Management 
 
 
 
 
Approved – 6/14/2022 


