
 

 

 
TO:  Columbia River Gorge Commission 

FROM: Joanna Kaiserman, Land Use Planner and Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner 

DATE:  May 11, 2021 

SUBJECT: Work Session: DRAFT Land Acknowledgement Statement  
 
        _________________________________________________________   
 
This brief staff report introduces the DRAFT Land Acknowledgement Statement for Commission 
discussion at the May 11, 2021 meeting. 
 
Background 
On October 13, 2020, the Commission adopted a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) statement 
and policies in the new Management Plan. At the heart of this statement is the Commission’s 
acknowledgement that the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located within the 
ancestral territories of Indigenous peoples who have protected these lands and waters since time 
immemorial. Given the rich history of diverse Indigenous peoples who traveled, traded, and lived in 
this region, acknowledging all the original stewards of these lands and waters is not possible in a 
short statement. Thus, the draft land acknowledgement recognizes all Indigenous peoples who hold 
relationship with these lands and waters, while honoring the role and sovereignty of the four 
Columbia River Treaty Tribes by including the names of these Tribes.  
 
Staff shared the draft land acknowledgement language with representatives from the four Columbia 
River Treaty Tribes, including Commissioners Meninick, Miller, and Pitt. As of the date of this 
report, Warm Springs, Yakama, and Umatilla have reviewed and indicated support for the 
statement. Additional resources consulted include the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
and the Confluence Project Library.   
 
The draft land acknowledgement that follows is intended to bring the Management Plan’s words 
into practice, grounding all of our work together in recognition of the Indigenous peoples on whose 
ancestral lands the NSA is located and the Tribes who hold treaty rights to these lands and waters 
today. Spoken at the beginning of each Commission meeting, these words offer a moment to reflect 
on the connection between past and present, and to re-commit us, each time we gather, to work 
together toward a more just and equitable future. Staff recognize that we have much to learn about 
how the historical and ongoing legacy of colonialism affects National Scenic Area policies, and we 
are committed to better understanding and addressing these impacts as we center equity in our 
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work going forward. This land acknowledgement is offered for Commission consideration as one 
important step in its ongoing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion work.   
 

 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 

Draft Land Acknowledgement (updated 04/26/2021) 
 
“Welcome to the Columbia River Gorge Commission’s [current month] meeting. We begin today 
with a land acknowledgment: 
 
We acknowledge and honor that the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is located within 
the ancestral territories of Indigenous peoples who have protected these lands and waters since 
time immemorial.  
 
We also honor the sovereignty and role of the four Columbia River Treaty Tribes in taking care of 
these lands and waters today—the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Confederated Bands 
and Tribes of the Yakama Nation, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, and 
the Nez Perce Tribe. These include the Wasco, Warm Springs, Paiute, Cayuse, Umatilla, Walla Walla, 
Kah-milt-pah, Klickitat, Klinquit, Kow-was-say-ee, Li-ay-was, Oche-chotes, Palouse, Pisquose, Se-ap-
cat, Shyiks, Skinpah, Wah-lal-la, Wenatshapam, Wishxam, Yakama, and Nimiipuu peoples. We are 
committed to working together with tribal governments through government-to-government 
partnerships.  
 
We offer this land acknowledgment in gratitude for all those who have come before us and those 
cultivating respectful relationships today and into the future; in recognition of the historical and 
ongoing legacy of colonialism; and in commitment to work together toward a more just and 
equitable future in protection of our shared connection to these lands and waters.” 
 
  
 


