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TO: Columbia River Gorge Commission 
 

FROM: Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director  
 Casey Gatz, Land Management Planner, Forest Service  
 
DATE: October 13, 2020 

 
SUBJECT:    Work Session and Action Item:  Gorge 2020 Management Plan 

    for Commission Approval 
 

 
Background 
 
On September 8, 2020, the Commission held a work session to discuss final edits to the Draft Gorge 

2020 Management Plan.  The Commission approved new language for “no loss of wetlands” which is 

incorporated into the Draft Management Plan, and the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion statement. 

Final language is included in Attachment A. In addition, the Commission approved a policy to add 

cideries as an approved use where wineries and tasting rooms are currently allowed but wanted to 

see final language which is included in Attachment B, and the non-controversial minor edits 

spreadsheet, which includes one additional change made by Chair Liberty (Attachment C).  The 

Commission also received public comments on the August 27, 2020 version of the Draft Gorge 2020 

Management Plan and these are summarized in the public comment spreadsheet as a separate tab 
(Attachment E).   

The Commission asked staff to follow-up and provide additional draft text that would allow the 

incidental sales of agricultural products.  Staff is providing draft text that expands products sold at 
farm stands in Attachment D for the Commission’s consideration and for public comment.  

Attachment E is the summary of all public comments we received from the June 1-30 comment 

period, and additional public comments the Commission received from July 1, 2020 through 

September 8, 2020.  Gorge Commission and Forest Service staff have compiled, categorized by topic 

area, and summarized the comments received, and then responded to each of the public comments 

to show where any changes to the draft Plan were addressed.  All of the original letters received 

between June 1 and September 8, 2020 are posted on the Commission’s website.  Staff 

acknowledges and appreciates all the effort made and ideas that the review committees, counties, 

four treaty tribes, agencies, stakeholders and other commenters shared about the draft Gorge 2020 

Management Plan and the review and update process since 2017.   
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Staff has produced a clarified Land Use Designation Map as part of the revisions to the Management 
Plan.  A staff report, included again as Attachment F here, explains the clarifications to the map. 
The Commission must adopt a paper copy of the map.  Staff has produced that map and can hold it 
up prior to the Commission’s vote on the final revisions to the Management Plan.  Because the 
Commission cannot be in the same room as the paper copy of the map, staff is providing a true and 
correct reduced electronic version of the paper map to each member of the Commission with this 
staff report. 
 
Incorporating the Secretary of Agriculture’s Revisions for Use of Federal Land and SMAs 
(crafted by the Forest Service under delegated authority) 
 
Sections 6(c)(4) and (5) of the National Scenic Area Act require that the Commission incorporate 
the Secretary’s revisions for use of federal land and the special management areas without change.  
The final revisions to the provisions for use of federal land and the special management areas are 
shown in the August 27, 2020 draft of the Management Plan, and in the non-controversial minor 
edits spreadsheet (Attachment C). 

Final Commission Motion to Approve the Draft Gorge 2020 Management Plan 
 
When the Commission is ready to vote on the final Gorge 2020 Management Plan, you may use the 
following motion: 
 

I move to adopt the revisions to the Management Plan for the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area as shown in the August 27, 2020 draft, the changes that the 
Commission voted to approve during the September 8 and October 13, 2020 
meetings reflected in Attachments A, B, C, and D to the October 13, 2020 staff report, 
the clarified Land Use Designation Map in Attachment F to the staff report, and the 
provisions for use of federal land and the special management areas, which the 
Secretary of Agriculture has provided to the Commission and the Commission has 
not changed. 

 
The Commission must adopt the revisions to the Management Plan by a majority vote of the 
Commission members appointed and at least three from each state.  This means you need 7 votes to 
approve the Management Plan, and you need 3 or more votes from each state. 

Next Steps 
 
Once the Commission has adopted the Management Plan revisions, staff will compile final Gorge 
2020 Management Plan edits and complete an administrative record for expected judicial review of 
the revised Management Plan.  The Secretary has 90 days to review and concur or return the plan 
with a finding of non-concurrence.  If the latter happens, staff will advise the Commission of 
possible next steps at that point.  See the graphic attached on page 3 for the full timeline.  The 
revised Plan goals, objectives, policies, and actions become effective upon the Secretary’s 
concurrence.  When Secretary of Agriculture concurrence occurs, staff will work with NSA counties 
on their ordinances and adopt a Commission ordinance for counties that do not adopt their own.  
The guidelines for development will become effective after the counties revise their land use 
ordinances and the Gorge Commission finds the counties’ land use ordinances consistent with the 
Management Plan and the Secretary of Agriculture concurs with the Commission’s findings. Staff 
estimates county ordinances will be effective before or in spring 2022.    
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