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March 7, 2021 

To: Columbia River Gorge Commission 
From: Regan Fisher 
Re: Opposition to logging near Major Creek in Klickitat County 
 

I was appalled to learn that the Forest Service and Washington Department of Natural Resources 
approved a plan to allow logging near Major Creek in Klickitat County, in the Columbia River 
Gorge National Scenic Area. This decision is in violation of Scenic Area law and the Gorge 
Management Plan, and it must not stand. 

Major Creek is zoned Special Management Area Open Space. Land receives this designation due 
to its ecological importance, its scenic and cultural significance, and the opportunities it provides 
for recreation. This designation is critical to protecting special areas of the Columbia River 
Gorge, and logging is prohibited on land designated as Open Space. 

Logging practices are destructive. They destroy habitat for various species, putting them at risk. 
In the case of Major Creek, this includes the western gray squirrel, which is listed as a Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need under the Washington State Wildlife Action Plan and a Priority 
Species under the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Priority Habitat and Species 
Program. Logging operations also harm soil health, contribute to landslides and erosion, increase 
sedimentation in rivers and streams, and raise the water temperature in rivers and streams, which 
negatively affects fish populations. These detrimental consequences are in direct opposition to 
the requirement to protect Open Spaces’ sensitive and significant resources from uses that could 
adversely affect them. 

In addition to the fact that this plan is a violation of Scenic Area law, the Forest Service and 
Washington Department of Natural Resources failed to undertake proper due diligence before 
approving the project, in that they did not complete the required field surveys. These procedural 
rules are in place for a reason—to ensure that agencies are properly protecting the land within 
this Scenic Area and making decisions that comply with the Gorge Management Plan. In this 
case, it is clear that these agencies did neither of those things. 

Allowing this logging project to move forward sets a dangerous precedent: that agencies can 
disregard law and turn a blind eye to federal- and state-protected land. Major Creek is one of the 
Gorge’s most ecologically sensitive areas—it has already been designated as such, and it must be 
protected accordingly. Please reverse this decision and prevent this logging project from moving 
forward. 

Regan Fisher 
regan.fisher@gmail.com 


