
My name is Peter Cornelison and I am testifying today on behalf of Columbia Gorge Climate Action 
Network or CGCAN.org. We are a network of citizens and organizations from throughout the Gorge who 
initially stood up to oppose fossil fuel transport in the Gorge and now focus on addressing climate 
change locally. We have helped a number of Gorge Cities pass climate resolutions and sponsor Earth 
Month activities every year in April.  
 
First, I want to acknowledge and thank the Commission, the Forest Service staff and the numerous 
people who developed and contributed to this draft Climate Action Plan. It is an impressive start.  
 
We are concerned however that the 94 page plan is very hard for the general public to understand. 
There is simply too many details for people to wade through. What people want to know are: what 
climate actions the commission is going to take and when? Unfortunately these are buried in Part 3, at 
the end of the plan and are not clearly articulated. One idea that has been suggested would be to 
reverse the order of the plan by placing Part 3 up front and Parts 1 and 2 as later chapters or 
appendixes. We agree with the commissioner comments that the recommended actions need to be 
clear and impactful. To build public support for the plan it has to be understood, maybe even at a 4th 
grade level. 
 
I took a look at the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, the regional government for Lake Tahoe, to see 
how they were dealing with Climate Change and how they were presenting their plans to the public. The 
Agency is a  bistate compact of California and Nevada created by Congress, much like Gorge 
Commission. 40,000 people live there year around and 15 million people visit every year. The Agency 
breaks their plan into 4 distinct parts. Vulnerability, Adaptation Primer, Adaptation Actions and 
Resiliency Actions. They also have a story map that makes the affects of climate very visible to the 
public.  https://tahoe.ca.gov/programs/climate-change/ 
We suggest that the Commission follow the example of Lake Tahoe and make their plan more public 
facing. 
 
We also urge the Commission to set targets for Green House Gas emission for the Gorge and include the 
emission reduction pledges from cities that have passed climate resolutions: Hood River, White Salmon, 
Bingen and Mosier. As a regional government the Commission can exert leadership and coordination 
here.  The Commission can also take a more active role in helping to spread climate and resiliency 
information to local governments and residents. We were glad to see information about Fire Adapted 
Washington  presented today, Fire Adapted Ashland (Oregon) 
https://www.ashland.or.us/Sectionindex.asp?SectionID=539 is another site that shows the impressive 
work in this area.  
 
Thank you for listening to these suggestions.  
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