
Thank you, Gorge Commission, for this important plan and for hearing my testimony. 
 
My name is Megan Ramey and I'm the Active Transportation Rep for ODOT Region 1 ACT and 
passionately volunteer my time for Safe Routes to School and as the Conductor for the bike train and 
walking bus to May Street Elementary. I am also on the board of Columbia Area Transit. 
 
My family leads a carless life in Hood River. My husband bikes to work at Tofurky and daughter walks to 
the Middle School every day. I can pretty much walk any place I need to go in town. We get groceries or 
run errands with an Urban Arrow, our electric cargo bucket bike that is a minivan replacement. We take 
the CAT bus with our bikes to Portland and The Dalles. We live this way for happiness and community 
connections and if I'm honest, the environmental benefits are a bonus.  
 
Last Monday, the UN's IPCC report issued a dire warning, "Delay Means Death," and that the effects of 
climate change will outpace our ability to adapt. We are also living through a gasoline fueled invasion 
of Ukraine, experiencing historical gas prices and should be doing everything we can to decrease our 
contribution to the war and the dependence and vulnerability caused by an auto-centric culture. 
 
Though well intentioned, I believe the Gorge Commission's Climate Action Plan falls short in expressing 
the urgency to adapt now, recommending policies and behavior change for adaptation. 
 
It's wonderful to see a lot of protection measures, but considering the Gorge will be inundated with 
climate and disaster refugees that will flock to spaces near water, parks and farms, protection will not 
matter without a plan to accommodate the refugees. 
 
Here are specific gaps that are missing or need tweaking in the plan: 

1. Add the need for a Refugee Accommodation Plan  
2. Emphasize policies and behavior change around active transportation and transit and 

discourage driving single occupancy vehicles (gas or electric). Specifically, riding the bus, a 
bike, wheelchair or walking, should feel like a 1st class experience, super convenient and safe 
and driving should be as inconvenient as possible. Chasing traffic congestion with policies to 
increase efficiency and parking demand is a black hole because we know that when you make 
driving easier, more people drive. 

3. Emphasize individual behavior change. IPCC report says that individual actions can reduce 
carbon emissions by 25% 

4. EV Infrastructure should include ebikes, their charging infrastructure and policies to increase 
adoption like the $750 cash incentive that the City of Banff just voted to fund. 

5. Add the recommendation to build climate safe neighborhoods, with neighbors connecting and 
sharing resources during disasters. Community building solutions are the most powerful 
adaptation tools, shown to be a measure of success throughout historical feast and famines and 
natural disasters. 

6. Solar and Wind independence - all options should be on the table. If the Gorge Commission is 
going to promote EV automobiles, then their energy source should be as important.  
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