
 
Jurgen A. Hess Environmental Planner 
      October 23, 2021 

 
Re: Additional comments on Climate Change and Forest Policy 
 
To: Columbia River Gorge Commission: 
 
These are additional comments to my October 12 letter. I just found out that there is a big precedence for 
closing National Forests because of high fire danger and public safety. On August 30, 2021 Pacific 
Southwest Regional Forester Jennifer Eberlien closed 17 California National Forests to all entry from Aug. 
30 to Sept. 17. Here’s the notice: 

    
 
Why should the Columbia River Gorge Commission be concerned about this? Obviously Gorge fires create 
major damage to National Scenic Area resources. About 90% of wildfires are human caused. The impact of 
fires like the 2017 Eagle Creek Fire have long lasting impacts such as recent landslides caused by the fire. 
  

 
Dodson slide Jan. 12, 2021, caused by Eagle Crk fire. Photo Multnomah Cty Sheriff’s Dept. 
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By closing National Forest lands during high fire danger both for public safety and resource protection this 
can help to decrease potential human caused fires such as the Eagle Creek Fire.  
 
The time to do fire outreach planning is during the non-fire season. If Forest Supervisor Mickley feels she 
has to consult with Counties and Cities prior to closing Gorge National Forest lands, the time to do that 
consultation is not during the throes of a big wildfire, but rather now. I may be wrong, but likely Regional 
Forester Eberlien just didn’t have time in the crises of high fire danger to consult with all of the many 
counties and cities of the 17 California National Forests.  
 
It was a good feeling to see smoke from prescribed fires on National Forest lands this fall. As a wildfire 
photographer and photojournalist, I’d be glad to help educate the public on prescribed fires with stories 
and photos documenting those activities.  
 
In closing, we are not on opposite sides here. I thank the Commission for the work they are doing on 
climate change. Having had experience doing her job, I’d be glad to discuss my recommendations with 
Forest Supervisor Donna Mickley to see where we have common ground and work from there.  
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Jurgen A. Hess 
 
Jurgen A. Hess 
 


