
 

 
 

March 7, 2022 
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
PO Box 730 
1 Town & Country Square 
57 NE Wauna Avenue 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
Via email to: info@gorgecommission.org 
 
RE: Friends of the Columbia Gorge’s comments on Review of County National 

Scenic Area Ordinances for Consistency with the Revised Management Plan 
 
Dear Chair Grimwade and Commissioners: 
 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge (“Friends”) is a non-profit organization with 
approximately 5,500 members dedicated to protecting and enhancing the resources of 
the Columbia River Gorge. Friends’ mission is to vigorously protect the scenic, natural, 
cultural, and recreation resources of the Columbia River Gorge. We fulfill this mission 
by ensuring strict implementation of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Act and other laws protecting the region of the Columbia River Gorge; promoting 
responsible stewardship of Gorge land, air, and waters; encouraging public ownership of 
sensitive areas; educating the public about the unique natural values of the Columbia 
River Gorge and the importance of preserving those values; and working with groups 
and individuals to accomplish mutual preservation goals. 
 
Friends sincerely thanks Clark, Hood River, Multnomah, Skamania, and Wasco 
Counties for adopting new code provisions to conform with the provisions of the revised 
Management Plan. Friends also thanks the planning staff at each of these counties for 
their hard work and professionalism in working with Friends, the Gorge Commission, 
and other stakeholders in an attempt to faithfully implement the revisions in their code. 
Finally, Friends thanks Gorge Commission staff for their hard work in assisting the 
counties in this effort and for their thorough review of the changed county codes. 
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As outlined in the staff reports for each county, there are some areas where the county 
codes may be less restrictive than the Management Plan. Of course, in those cases, as 
has long been the Gorge Commission’s policy, the Management Plan controls. In 
addition, most of the county codes include provisions recognizing and highlighting that 
the more restrictive provision between the Management Plan and the county code 
applies directly to land use decisions.1 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steven D. McCoy 
Staff Attorney 

 
1 See, e.g., Hood River County National Scenic Area Ordinance § 75.010(2); Multnomah County Code § 38.0207(D)(6); 
Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and Development Ordinance § 1.070. 


