
Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Elizabeth Evans  
2928 NE 19th Ave 
Portland, OR 97212  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Joos  
4259 SW Patrick Pl 
Portland, OR 97239  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kelly OHanley  
6134 NE Alameda St 
Portland, OR 97213  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Erica Maranowski  
22 NE 2nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97232  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Merna Blagg  
1410 Z St 
Vancouver, WA 98661  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nora Polk  
6405 SE 62nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97206  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Judith Lienhard  
4455 SW 94th Ave 
Portland, OR 97225  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Erica Risberg  
950 SW 21st Ave 
Portland, OR 97205  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Richard Johnson  
6 Overlake Ct 
Bellingham, WA 98229  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Thomas Keys  
1103 SE 21st Ct 
Gresham, OR 97080  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
JL Angell  
2391 Ponderosa Rd 
Rescue, CA 95672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Joos  
4259 SW Patrick Pl 
Portland, OR 97239  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ezra Cohen  
926 SE Sellwood Blvd 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Steve Erickson  
720 Cherryview Ln 
White Salmon, WA 98672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jacob Sutherland  
5715 Billings Rd 
Mount Hood, OR 97041  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janet Elgin  
515 NE Holladay St 
Portland, OR 97232  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Westerlund  
140 Monticello Dr 
Longview, WA 98632  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ted Light  
612 SE 48th Ave 
Portland, OR 97215  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Arland Swanson  
9606 26th Ave NW 
Seattle, WA 98117  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Cory Buckley  
11338 SW 91st Ct 
Tigard, OR 97223  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Tvedt  
801 Lynn Ln 
Eugene, OR 97404  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lisa Caine  
2014 NE Brazee St 
Portland, OR 97212  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
April Atwood  
6306 SE 21st Ave 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Blaine Ackley  
655 NE 67th Ave 
Hillsboro, OR 97124  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Elaine Nelson  
6786 SW 204th Ave 
Aloha, OR 97007  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Nettleton  
4311 SE 37th Ave 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Francis Lenski  
921 NW 115th Cir 
Vancouver, WA 98685  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Mizutani  
2335 NE 24th Ave 
Portland, OR 97212  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jennifer Morrison  
5715 Billings Rd 
Mount Hood, OR 97041  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Ritter  
109 Montello Ave 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jacob Meyer  
908 Sun Tillikum 
North Bonneville, WA 98639  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Wendy Kempfer  
1950 NW Pettygrove St 
Portland, OR 97209  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Barbara Manildi  
3525 Red Cedar Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
William O'Brien  
12520 SW Gem Ln 
Beaverton, OR 97005  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jynx Houston  
7605 SE Lincoln St 
Portland, OR 97215  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Griffith  
2700 SE 160th Ave 
Portland, OR 97236  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ruth Darden  
6524 Park Point Ln NE 
Seattle, WA 98115  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sharon Miller  
1501 NE 89th Ct 
Vancouver, WA 98664  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rachael Pappano  
330 River Rd 
Mattawamkeag, ME 04459  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Polly Wood  
408 Cascade Ave 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Colleen Wright  
4160 Chapman Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure.  
 
THE FACT THAT THE COMMISSION IS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS 
ACTIONS THAT WOULD NEGATIVELY EFFECT THE NATURAL RESOURCES PUTS CLIMATE CHANGE 
SQUARELY IN YOUR LAPS. BE A LEADER AND SPEAK OUT AND ACT! 
 
Sincerely,  
Sara Grigsby  
PO Box 146 
Corbett, OR 97019  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lenny Dee  
2580 NE 31st Ave 
Portland, OR 97212  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
anna lyons-roost  
829 NE Floral Pl 
Portland, OR 97232  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kurtis Hough  
629 SE Morrison St 
Portland, OR 97214  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mauria McClay  
8125 NE Wygant St 
Portland, OR 97218  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jean Avery  
13314 SE 19th St 
Vancouver, WA 98683  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Monica Gilman  
25525 S Laura Ln 
Estacada, OR 97023  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jay Humphrey  
25525 S Laura Ln 
Estacada, OR 97023  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lloyd Vivola  
12120 SE Foster Pl 
Portland, OR 97266  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
PLEASE! THE CORVID EPIDEMIC IS THE FRONT EDGE OF CLIMATE DISRUPTION. PLEASE FOCUS ON THE 
CLIMATE AND SALMON HABITAT, RATHER THAN MORE COMMERCE IN THE GORGE. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 



 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Eldon Haines  
4343 NE Ainsworth St 
Portland, OR 97218  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ann Hollyfield  
PO Box 70 
Seal Rock, OR 97376  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janie Cohen  
1702 SE 57th Ave 
Portland, OR 97215  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure.  
I lived in Skamania and Klickitat counties for several years. We deserve a climate policy! 
 
Sincerely,  
Kate Miller  
421 Middlecrest Rd 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
James Nielson  
8125 NE Wygant St 
Portland, OR 97218  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Gayle Palmer  
676 NE Grandview Blvd 
White Salmon, WA 98672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Debbie Asakawa  
3747 SW 50th Ave 
Portland, OR 97221  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Rau  
3169 Royce Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Grant Fujii  
5906 N Depauw St 
Portland, OR 97203  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
corinne mcwilliams  
6325 NE Lessard Rd 
Camas, WA 98607  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. WE DEVOTED A YEAR TO STUDY AND PROVIDE REASONABLE 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO PREVENT AN UNENDING GRADUAL EXPANSION OF URBAN AREAS WITHIN THE 
SCENIC AREA. PLEASE REFER TO THE MATERIALS WE PROVIDED TO YOU AND BE SURE YOU 
INCORPORATE THESE COMMON SENSE MEASURES TO PREVENT THE DEGRADATION OF THE SPLENDOR 
OF THE SCENIC AREA. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 



currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Keith Robbins  
211 Malfait Tracts Rd 
Washougal, WA 98671  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Christopher Kralik  
631 NW 18th Loop 
Camas, WA 98607  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Clark  
5035 N Depauw St 
Portland, OR 97203  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Thanks for all you do to maintain the natural treasure of the Gorge. The Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area contains important habitat for many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed 
under the federal Endangered Species Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of 
climate change on their habitat. This is particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease 
and water temperatures increase to the point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan. 
The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through the lens of climate 
impacts. A few sentences mentioning climate change in non-regulatory clauses is not a committed 
policy. Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate 
change. Please consider keeping forests protected, adding in monitoring of vulnerable species and their 
habitats. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kalama Reuter  
920 NE Fields Ave 
White Salmon, WA 98672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Parkhurst  
5505 SW 18th Dr 
Portland, OR 97239  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sheila Dooley  
3300 Vensel Rd 
Mosier, OR 97040  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Craig Mackie  
36300 Pacific Palisades Pl 
Nehalem, OR 97131  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Without delay, Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science.  
 
Expand protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
E nforce Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up to citizens or the counties to carry out the 
Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental 
policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and enforced. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jackie Johnson  
PO Box 41302 
Eugene, OR 97404  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Larry Morningstar  
315 S 1st St 
Talent, OR 97540  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Dear Gorge Commission - please take action now to minimize the effects of Climate change on the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. This is your job, so please do it and adopt enforcement 
measures as well. Depending on voluntary compliance is not a complete and effective strategy. 
 
As plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the Commission has failed to develop one 
single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The Commission has instead invested its 
resources on expanding economic development, allowing more commercial uses, and facilitating urban 
expansion. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Teresa Coppedge  
2927 Barbara St 
Ashland, OR 97520  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Bill kirkland  
4050 SW Bancroft St 
Portland, OR 97221  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Stephanie Sandmeyer  
3398 SE Waverleigh Blvd 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
JL Angell  
2391 Ponderosa Rd 
Rescue, CA 95672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kibbey Rock  
32B Algona Dr 
Vancouver, WA 98661  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Connor OBrien  
6335 N Williams Ave 
Portland, OR 97217  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kibbey Rock  
32B Algona Dr 
Vancouver, WA 98661  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Leigh Knox  
1875 SW 187th Ave 
Aloha, OR 97006  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rachel Heath  
301 SE 15th Ave 
Portland, OR 97214  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sara Woods  
5630 Lost Lake Rd 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Carol Clark  
3221 NE Schuyler St 
Portland, OR 97212  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sharon Miller  
1501 NE 89th Ct 
Vancouver, WA 98664  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
My highest priority is for the Commission to create objective criteria for those of us that own property in 
the NSA. The past manner in which visual subservience has been applied has been very subjective, and 
does not use already approved Federal Government measurement techniques. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. Wasting time on Climate Change by the the Commission staff detracts from their 
responsibilities defined in the act originally adopted in 1991  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. 
 
1. Create objective criteria for land use change applications. 
 
2. Do not adopt a climate action plan as the science of proclaimed Climate Change people does not meet 
the definition of science and global issues should be outside the purview of the Commission 
 
3. Do not Update fish and wildlife habitat protection without first considering the residents that live 
within the NSA areas and how our rights are being denied. 
 
4. Consider urban expansion to offset areas taken by the tribes and conservancies that are in the NSA 
purview and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the National Scenic Area 
Act. 
 
5. No not prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land, as this is a further erosion of owner's 
property rights. 
 
6. Do not limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings 
are currently allowed outright. 
 
7. Do not adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings as this is outside the purview of the 
Commission. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
originally defined role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Peter Leon  
PO Box 971, Dallesport WA 
Dallesport, WA 98617  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jacob Meyer  
908 Sun Tillikum 
North Bonneville, WA 98639  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jacob Meyer  
908 Sun Tillikum 
North Bonneville, WA 98639  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Teresa Allen  
6184 N Fork Rd 
Deming, WA 98244  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Dear Ms. Connie, 
I urge you to update the Columbia Gorge Management Plan in a way that will protect the habitats for 
plants, wildlife, stream and river health, and future generations. Climate change will continue to wreak 
havoc with the health and well-being of this crucial scenic treasure. 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this important matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
Susan Blackman  
3634 SE Ogden St 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Grant Fujii  
5906 N Depauw St 
Portland, OR 97203  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Chiquita Rollins  
5725 NE 17th Ave 
Portland, OR 97211  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Avinger  
2638 E Smith Rd 
Bellingham, WA 98226  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Paul Caggiano  
8578 N Oswego Ave 
Portland, OR 97203  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Merna Blagg  
1410 Z St 
Vancouver, WA 98661  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kyle Haines  
2685 Swyers Dr 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Joos  
4259 SW Patrick Pl 
Portland, OR 97239  
  



 
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nora Polk  
6405 SE 62nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97206  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Richard Pasichnyk  
2132 W 14th Ct 
Eugene, OR 97402  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mike Robinson  
28979 Hurlburt Rd 
Corvallis, OR 97333  
 
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing beautiful landscapes and 
wonderful variety of animals and their habitats as well is home for thousands of people who live and 
work in the gorge. Finding the balance between the desires of special interest groups funded with 
outside money and those of residents who pay taxes and raise families here can be a tough.  
I urge the Columbia River Gorge Commission to ensure that the livelihood and property ownership rights 
of residents are maintained and not further burdened by special interest. 
Friends of the Gorge and others are applying a lot of pressure around policy change to address climate 
change and again, I urge the Commission to listen closely to those of us who have our primary homes in 
the gorge, raise our families here and pay taxes locally. Increased regulation on our property and on our 
businesses and civic agencies adds great burden on residents and our local rural counties. 
 
Please consider the following issues in future plan review.  
 
- Do not allow fish and wildlife habitat protection to further impact local resident use of our natural 
resources and recreational spaces. Protecting Fish can take other forms other than loss of access or use 
of public and private land. 
 
- Allow urban expansion and promote growth in our small rural communities so that we can thrive and 
be allowed a successful future. Development within our already extensive regulatory framework is very 
burdensome and expensive and already discouraging growth. This than then hurts our counties tax 
revenues that allow our communities to stay alive. When regulations don't allow growth, tax revenues 
can't keep up with inflation and we see the impacts to school districts, EMS, Fire, roads, sheriff's office, 
etc. We MUST be allowed to grow to stay alive.  
 
- Allow new primary residential dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones to allow 
our communities to grow and increase our tax base. 
 
- Do not increase energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. Residents can't afford further expenses 
added to our housing.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to ensure you fullfill your 
requirement to protect economic development for our residents and communities and to stand up to 
special interest groups. 
Thank you 
 
Sincerely,  
Dan Fuller  
Carson 
Carson, WA 98648  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Hughes  
5410 SW Westdale Dr 
Portland, OR 97221  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kendra Matthews  
5119 SE Knight St 
Portland, OR 97206  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marilyn Stinnett  
1089 W Yapoah Crater Dr 
Sisters, OR 97759  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Erica Maranowski  
22 NE 2nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97232  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Steven Woolpert  
185 NE Snohomish Ave 
White Salmon, WA 98672  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, of special concern is salmon habitat because of their sensitivity to 
temperature changes. 
Policies developed 30 years ago do not fit today's needs. 
Please come through with promises to adopt climate change policies to protect as best you can this very 
sensitive treasured area of our planet. 
 
Sincerely,  
Emily Herbert  
2120 NE Halsey St 
Portland, OR 97232  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Colleen Wright  
4160 Chapman Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marjorie I.  
1312 May St 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
William O'Brien  
12520 SW Gem Ln 
Beaverton, OR 97005  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Adriane Blackman  
2725 NW Cornell Rd 
Portland, OR 97210  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Heidi Welte  
18880 SW Hart Rd 
Beaverton, OR 97007  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Barbara Manildi  
3525 Red Cedar Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Heidi Fox  
672 SW Touchmark Way 
Portland, OR 97225  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Helen Anderson  
435 E Exeter St 
Gladstone, OR 97027  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
I’m not exactly sure what to say. I’m just perplexed at the commission’s lack of action. You have to know 
your failure to act in protecting the gorge & its wildlife is a truly harmful decision, yet here you are 
focusing on the wrong agenda. Sounds like all of you need to stop a minute & take inventory on what 
really should be happening.  
 
——————————————————- 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 



4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Danielle Krull  
1496 N 22nd St 
Washougal, WA 98671  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Polly Wood  
408 Cascade Ave 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rachael Pappano  
330 River Rd 
Mattawamkeag, ME 04459  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mona McNeil  
15704 NE 28th Ct 
Vancouver, WA 98686  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Judy Ringenson  
1218 SE 34th Ave 
Portland, OR 97214  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Durham  
4835 SW Fairhaven Dr 
Portland, OR 97221  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
We have an obligation to our region and people and future generations to protect to protect our vital 
and precious resources along the Columbia in particular. The commission must do far more than the 
minimum of polite tolerance of public input from local area citizens who like them will be impacted 
adversely far into the future by over accommodation to commercial interest above the public good and 
protection of our sustainable resources and environment. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 



 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Doug Richardson  
8122 N Jersey St 
Portland, OR 97203  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Snyder  
100 NE Bryant St 
Portland, OR 97211  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Carol Douglass  
821 Columbia St 
Hood River, OR 97031  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This should be periodically updated with new 
information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban area boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Theodora Tsongas  
7324 SE Madison St 
Portland, OR 97215  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
James Nielson  
8125 NE Wygant St 
Portland, OR 97218  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Danielle Jokela  
3100 Kauffman Ave 
Vancouver, WA 98660  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
corinne mcwilliams  
6325 NE Lessard Rd 
Camas, WA 98607  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Hello my name is Monica Zazueta. I am 33 years old, live in Vancouver Washington and mother to a five 
year old beautiful baby boy. I worry everyday about his future. Im worried the people in charge are not 
doing their jobs. It's time we look at the big picture instead of short term. Everyday we come closer and 
closer to climate devestation. We are killing ourselves off. We need to act period. For my sons future 
please. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 



 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Monica Zazueta  
3607 F St 
Vancouver, WA 98663  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sunrise OMahoney  
1924 Grant St 
Vancouver, WA 98660  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Stand up for the living things and for the Gorge. Do NOT bow to commercial interests at the expense of 
everything else. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 



 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dell Goldsmith  
7150 SW Newton Pl 
Portland, OR 97225  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
This is the time to establish proactive protections to the Gorge in the form of climate change policies. 
You said you'd do it. Do it now, before it's too late. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 



 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Heidi Cody  
1506 SE 113th Ct 
Vancouver, WA 98664  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
April Atwood  
6306 SE 21st Ave 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kevin Dugan  
3540 SE 11th Ave 
Portland, OR 97202  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
I live in Vancouver, WA and the Columbia Gorge is precious to me, as it is to all who live in this region.  
I support the Gorge Commission to insist that staff take long overdue action to protect our Gorge with a 
viable and current climate action plan that includes policies that take meaningful steps in its 
Management Plan to follow through on its commitments to citizens to protect, not allow further harm, 
to our Columbia River National Scenic Area. 
Recommending NO Changes to the Management Plan to address climate change adaptation is a travesty 
that simply must be corrected. 
Expanding commercial uses and facilitating more urban expansion are not consistent with the critical 
role this Commission can and should play to ensure climate protection is a priority and protection is the 
mandate, not an afterthought. 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs. 
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science. 
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area. 
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now. 
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies. 
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed. 
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites. 



 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act. 
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land. 
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright. 
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings. 
 
After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act. 
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure.  
You are our first line of defense, and we urge you to direct your staff to develop and implement specific 
climate action policies and updated protections as part of its Management Plan that will ensure our 
Gorge has the most up to date, science-based oversight possible. 
 
Sincerely,  
Cathryn Chudy  
1506 E 29th St 
Vancouver, WA 98663  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kathy Wyman  
2247 Glenmorrie Ln 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034  
  



Dear Commissioners and Staff, 
 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is a natural treasure containing important habitat for 
many threatened species, including 12 stocks of salmon listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. These species are further endangered by the effects of climate change on their habitat. This is 
particularly true for salmon habitat, as stream flows decrease and water temperatures increase to the 
point of being lethal for endangered salmon runs.  
 
For the past three years, the staff of the Columbia River Gorge Commission has repeatedly assured the 
public that climate adaptation policies would be a major focus of its review of the Management Plan, 
called Gorge 2020. The Commission staff assured the public that everything would be viewed through 
the lens of climate impacts. Yet, as plan review approaches its conclusion in August of 2020, the 
Commission has failed to develop one single policy change to address the effects of climate change. The 
Commission has instead invested its resources on expanding economic development, allowing more 
commercial uses, and facilitating urban expansion.  
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation policies are necessary to fulfill the purposes of the National Scenic 
Area Act and improve protection of the outstanding resources of the Gorge. The plan was originally 
adopted in 1991 and many of its policies are out of date and do not represent the best available science.  
 
For example, stream buffers in the General Management Area were adopted more than 30-years ago 
and are inadequate for providing protection of critical habitat for endangered salmon. Salmon habitat 
protection in the Special Management Areas and on federal forest lands is far more protective and is 
based on the best available science. Management recommendations for stream protection developed 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that apply elsewhere in Washington are far more 
protective than the minimal stream buffers that apply in large areas of the National Scenic Area.  
 
I urge the Commission to back up its promises and adopt climate policies now.  
 
Please prioritize the following issues in plan review. There should be no delay in adopting these climate 
adaptation policies.  
 
1. Adopt a climate action plan to better protect resources. This can always be periodically updated with 
new information after plan review and revision is completed.  
 
2. Update fish and wildlife habitat protection based on the best available science. This includes 
expanding protective buffers around salmon-bearing streams and other sensitive wildlife sites.  
 
3. Stop urban expansion and promote growth in existing urban areas boundaries as required by the 
National Scenic Area Act.  
 
4. Prohibit conversions of forest land to agricultural land.  
 
5. Limit new dwellings within forest zones, especially small woodland zones where new dwellings are 
currently allowed outright.  
 
6. Adopt energy efficiency standards for new dwellings.  
 



After plan review, the Commission should prioritize the development of a “Transfer of Development 
Rights” program to avoid the climate impacts of dispersed residential development on resource lands 
and encourage growth to occur in existing urban areas, as required by the purposes of the National 
Scenic Area Act.  
 
Additionally, the Commission needs to prioritize enforcement of Gorge protection laws. Don’t leave it up 
to citizens or the counties to carry out the Commission’s mandatory role to enforce violations of the 
Scenic Area Act. Land use and environmental policies are worthless unless they are properly applied and 
enforced.  
 
Thank you for considering these comments. I urge the Commission to get back on track and fulfill your 
role as protectors of our national treasure. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Clark  
5035 N Depauw St 
Portland, OR 97203  
 


