
From: Krystyna Wolniakowski
To: Erwin & Corina Haglund
Cc: Connie Acker; Jeff Litwak; Robin Grimwade; Michael Mills
Subject: FW: Feb 8th 2022 Columbia River Gorge Commission meeting information
Date: Sunday, February 6, 2022 10:19:12 AM
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Dear Mr. Haglund,
 
Good morning--I have sent the additional emails from you to me since Dec 2, 2021 to all
the Commissioners on Friday as per your request to Connie by phone.  Connie will be
back in the office on Monday and will post them on our website.  I will forward your
email to me below and the attachments to the Commissioners today as well and we will
post them tomorrow too.  I understand your frustration about not being able to meet in
person in the office, but as I have mentioned many times, our office is closed to the public
as per Governor Brown and Governor Inslee’s directives to pause full re-opening to the
public until at least mid-March when they will assess the safety of re-opening public
offices based on the trend in Covid cases. 
 
We are aware that you do not have internet at your home which is why we also provide
telephone numbers for calling in to the Commission meetings and we post the materials
on our website so the public can access the information via public computers available at
libraries.  Many of the questions you have asked in your emails to me are not questions I
can answer without Commission discussion, which is why we have this on the February
8 agenda for them to hear the information from staff, ask questions, invite you to tell
them about your situation, provide guidance and make a determination about next
steps. 
 
I want to assure you that the Commission has all the materials and emails you have sent
since August 2021, including this one, and they will be discussing this request for a Plan
amendment at about 9:45 am on Tuesday.   
 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
509-713-9623

mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
mailto:postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
mailto:connie.acker@gorgecommission.org
mailto:jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org
mailto:robin.grimwade@gorgecommission.org
mailto:michael.mills@gorgecommission.org
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A Small County with a big mission:  Providing Quality of Life for all. 


    
 
 
 
 
     
 


November 30, 2021 
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
c/o Krystyna Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 730 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
 
RE: Revised National Scenic Area Ordinance 
 
Dear Ms. Wolniakowski: 
 
The Hood River County Board of Commissioners voted 4 to 1 on November 15, 2021, to amend the County 
Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with recent revisions to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Management Plan.  
 
Although the County has fulfilled its legal obligation to revise its National Scenic Area ordinance, the Board 
remains frustrated with how the Gorge 2020 process was conducted and the Gorge Commission’s ongoing 
disregard for public input received from County residents. As part of the commissioner’s deliberations on 
the ordinance, three primary frustrations were expressed: 
 
(1) Continued dissatisfaction with how the Gorge Commission ignored the County’s suggestions for 


improving the Management Plan. As part of the Gorge 2020 process, the County sought plan revisions 
that would help streamline processes, create efficiencies, and eliminate ambiguities wherever possible. 
No serious consideration of the County’s comments was given. As the Board reviewed the draft 
ordinance and considered the implications of the new rules, the adverse effects of some of these rules on 
both property owners within the Gorge and our staff became more evident. The Board requests that the 
Gorge Commission make it a priority to consider adopting the revisions proffered by our Planning staff 
the next time the Management Plan is amended.  
 


(2) Concerns about the lack of public notice and involvement in the Gorge 2020 process. Comments were 
received from landowners who had no idea that the regulations in the National Scenic Area were being 
amended until after receiving the County’s Measure 56 notice. At that point, the public’s ability to 
provide meaningful input was effectively eliminated unless they wanted to see more restrictive standards 
applied. The Board finds the Gorge Commission’s current approach of relying on Gorge counties, at 
least those on the Oregon side, to inform their landowners of pending plan revisions severely limits 
public input and undermines participation in the process. For all future plan revisions, the County would 
request that the Gorge Commission send notice to all property owners in the National Scenic Area so 
that their comments can be considered by the Gorge Commission before the regulations are actually 
adopted. Until this happens, accusations of being non-transparent and disinterested in hearing from those 
who will be most directly impacted by the revisions will continue.  


 


 
 
                                  
                               


Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
 


Jeff Hecksel, County Administrator 
 


601 State Street ∙ Hood River, OR 97031∙ (541) 386-3970 ∙ FAX (541) 386-9392 
 


 
  COMMISSIONERS 


 
                       Michael Oates– Chair  


                                 Karen Joplin – District No. 1                        
                                  Arthur Babitz – District No. 2 


                                   Robert Benton– District No. 3 
                                Les Perkins – District No. 4 
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(3) Lack of due consideration for a viable plan amendment proposal. Erwin Haglund and Mark Beardsley, 


landowners within a 178-acre tract of land located west of Hood River that is zoned Large Woodland 
(G-F-2), testified to the County Planning Commission and Board that the area in which they own 
property was incorrectly zoned when the original Management Plan was adopted in 19921. Their written 
testimony included various findings of fact that seem to support their claim. The Board understands that 
the zoning of property is based on many factors, but given the size and configuration of the parcels 
involved, surrounding land use pattern, and presence within a rural fire protection district, the area 
appears more aligned with the designation policies for Small Woodland (G-F-3) found in the 
Management Plan than those for Large Woodland. For these and other reasons, determining whether the 
current G-F-2 zoning of this area is correct seems worthy of further investigation.  
 
According to Mr. Haglund, he approached your staff recently about applying for a plan amendment to 
redesignate the area in which his property is located from G-F-2 to G-F-3, but was told that no plan 
amendments were being considered now due to limited staff time and funding. He also approached the 
Gorge Commission during their last meeting requesting a similar proposal. Realizing that your current 
budget priorities for the next biennium are in the process of being considered, the Board would request 
that the Gorge Commission allocate time and staff resources to consider Mr. Haglund’s plan amendment 
request. 


 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. Oates, Chair 
Hood River County  
Board of Commissioners 
 
cc: Michael Mills, Hood River County Appointee, Gorge Commission (via email)  


 Jeff Hecksel, Administrator, Hood River County (via email) 
 Eric Walker, Director, Hood River County Community Development (via email) 


 
 


1  According to the Gorge Commission’s GIS WebMap, this area is the only place in Hood River County and on the Oregon side 
of the NSA zoned G-F-2. It is also only one of three areas within the entire National Scenic Area designated and zoned as such. 
The entire area is comprised of 19 tax lots (9 separate ownership tracts) ranging in size between approximately 1.44 and 24.49 
acres. A total of 4 homes currently exists in this area, which abuts other developed properties zoned Rural Residential (G-RR-5) 
and Small-Scale Agriculture (G-AG-2) to the east and Open Space (G-OS) to the west.   
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Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
www.gorgecommission.org
 
 
 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, February 6, 2022 1:50 AM
To: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>; Connie Acker
<connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Michael Mills <michael.mills@gorgecommission.org>; Keith Cleveland
<keith.cleveland@co.hood-river.or.us>; Nick Kraemer <nick.kraemer@co.hood-river.or.us>
Subject: Feb 8th 2022 Columbia River Gorge Commission meeting information
 
Hello Krystyna,
 
Can you please include all email chains between your department and us (like we have been
requesting, not just privately emailing Commissioners) for public viewing in attachment B for the Feb
8th meeting, including the ones after Dec 2nd with our long standing list of questions up to and
including this email? Also, can you please be prepared to answer the questions in those emails as
you indicated the staff report would (but did not). And can you please be ready to address the
concerns and issues raised by the Hood River County Board of Commissioners letter dated Nov 30th,
2021? We are disappointed that a public department is trying to take away our rights without
participation because we got no notification until the County's measure 56 notice this fall. You
and your department continue to stonewall us at every point while running the clock down and not
meeting any information request timelines as outlined in 350-12-002 (Right to inspect public
records) or 350-12-007 (Fulfilling Request). When we call we get no answers, when we email we get
no answers, when we request the walk in hours we are told it's closed for covid (it's been two years
now and the rest of the world is working just fine, maybe we can donate some plexiglass). Never
trying to find practical accommodations like an isolated room with internet access (we have made
clear from the start that we do not have internet at our house). Your department has also
complained about financial issues and time, it is clear based off of the OR and WA State websites
that your department is well funded and it wouldn't take much time if the Gorge Commission Staff
would follow the current Management Plan as any lay person could interpret the current zoning
criteria. Can you please have rough budget numbers available (including any additional covid money)
for easy public disclosure on Tue.
 
This issue isn't just about us, it's about our neighbors as well who are negatively impacted and the
process as a whole. As stated in our Dec 28th email;
"my neighbors have a long 50-60 year history with their land that borders mine, it might be good to
include that in a staff report"
As much as the community has tried to paint my neighbors in a bad light, they are great people who
have long roots in the community. Like myself, they grew up in the Hood River Valley and they have
multi generational ties to the land long before the Gorge Commissions existence. One such neighbor
lives in the Northwest and AZ now, has owned the land for around 50 years, and had no idea about
the new restrictions until recently. Another neighbor lives in the Northwest and AK, has roots tied to

mailto:Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
http://www.gorgecommission.org/


his land for 70 years where his Dad planted Christmas Trees as a Boy Scout in the 1950's, and also
had no idea about the new restrictions until recently. We would like to request that our neighbor
have an open mic and the opportunity to share our allotted hour if he wishes.
 
Everyone knows it is hard to conduct any level of engagement without in person meetings. When we
have called into the Commission meetings for our limited 3 min calls, Connie is quick to mute us,
denying us responses which paints an inaccurate picture of the facts. The current Management plan
is very clear on zoning criteria and it's interesting that the "staff report" does not address the Gorge
Commissions zoning criteria, instead, tries to distract and mislead from the facts. We still believe
that we do not need a plan amendment, rather we have requested the Commission and your
department follow the Current Federal Act ("Shall") which would clearly zone our property F3 and
allow us and our neighbors to build on every parcel as there is a mistake on the Gorge Commissions
end. We would like to remind you that a government agency approached us back in 2015 trying to
find a public solution and we have been working in good faith since then with almost every agency
including the last proposal to the County of 63 logged acres in Dee (last summer). Also, it is clear that
we were targeted, being there are only 3 parcels in Oregon zoned F2 outside of our block (see
attached link below). We would also like to have you explain why your staff was trespassing on our
property last spring, (middle age white female with her friend and dog down by our bridges). My
neighbors and I have and continue to be denied due process and this definitely lacks public
transparency, all we are asking for is the Commission follow the existing Management Plan (see link
below). 
 
 
 
We believe your Department and the Commission made a calculated decision to target my
neighbors and I. Our good faith attempts over the last 6-7 years are not from a position of weakness,
rather a real attempt to find a community minded solution. I wonder if the Commission considered
the possible unintended consequences of cutting these negotiations short and forcing our hand five
years early?
 
 
 
Attached and below is the survey from Nov of 1910 showing the legal parcels of the Hood River Land
Co. (I like that it talks about "Post Canyon Wagon Road")
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1701.pdf
 
Attached and below is a survey from Aug of 1965 and a narrative from Mr. Donald J. Branton,
President of Tenneson Engineering
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1050.pdf
 
Attached is a map showing over 10,000+ people living within 4 miles of our place. Our place is not
rural, rather almost downtown. 
 
Attached is a map showing the current City limit boundary only 1.25 miles from our property line.
 

http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1701.pdf
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1050.pdf


Here is the link showing only 3 other parcels in all of Oregon (outside of our 178 ac block in Hood
River)
https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42
 
Attached is a map showing F-3 vs F-2 zoning
 
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/
 
I have also re-attached the fire and water maps along with the Nov 30 Hood River County BOC letter
for easy access
 
Here is a link to the Columbia River Gorge Management plan for easy access
http://www.gorgecommission.org/management-plan/plan/

Please include this email and attachments in the Feb 8th packet (attachment B)
 
 
-Thanks and we look forward to speaking with you

https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42
https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/
http://www.gorgecommission.org/management-plan/plan/
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Hello Krystyna,

Can you please include all email chains between your department and us (like we have been
requesting, not just privately emailing Commissioners) for public viewing in attachment B for
the Feb 8th meeting, including the ones after Dec 2nd with our long standing list of questions
up to and including this email? Also, can you please be prepared to answer the questions in
those emails as you indicated the staff report would (but did not). And can you please be ready
to address the concerns and issues raised by the Hood River County Board of Commissioners
letter dated Nov 30th, 2021? We are disappointed that a public department is trying to take
away our rights without participation because we got no notification until the County's
measure 56 notice this fall. You and your department continue to stonewall us at every point
while running the clock down and not meeting any information request timelines as outlined in
350-12-002 (Right to inspect public records) or 350-12-007 (Fulfilling Request). When we
call we get no answers, when we email we get no answers, when we request the walk in hours
we are told it's closed for covid (it's been two years now and the rest of the world is working
just fine, maybe we can donate some plexiglass). Never trying to find practical
accommodations like an isolated room with internet access (we have made clear from the start
that we do not have internet at our house). Your department has also complained
about financial issues and time, it is clear based off of the OR and WA State websites that
your department is well funded and it wouldn't take much time if the Gorge Commission Staff
would follow the current Management Plan as any lay person could interpret the current
zoning criteria. Can you please have rough budget numbers available (including any additional
covid money) for easy public disclosure on Tue.

This issue isn't just about us, it's about our neighbors as well who are negatively impacted and
the process as a whole. As stated in our Dec 28th email;
"my neighbors have a long 50-60 year history with their land that borders mine, it might be
good to include that in a staff report"
As much as the community has tried to paint my neighbors in a bad light, they are great people
who have long roots in the community. Like myself, they grew up in the Hood River Valley
and they have multi generational ties to the land long before the Gorge Commissions
existence. One such neighbor lives in the Northwest and AZ now, has owned the land for
around 50 years, and had no idea about the new restrictions until recently. Another neighbor
lives in the Northwest and AK, has roots tied to his land for 70 years where his Dad planted
Christmas Trees as a Boy Scout in the 1950's, and also had no idea about the new restrictions
until recently. We would like to request that our neighbor have an open mic and the
opportunity to share our allotted hour if he wishes.

mailto:postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
mailto:connie.acker@gorgecommission.org
mailto:michael.mills@gorgecommission.org
mailto:keith.cleveland@co.hood-river.or.us
mailto:nick.kraemer@co.hood-river.or.us
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November 30, 2021 
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
c/o Krystyna Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 730 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
 
RE: Revised National Scenic Area Ordinance 
 
Dear Ms. Wolniakowski: 
 
The Hood River County Board of Commissioners voted 4 to 1 on November 15, 2021, to amend the County 
Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with recent revisions to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Management Plan.  
 
Although the County has fulfilled its legal obligation to revise its National Scenic Area ordinance, the Board 
remains frustrated with how the Gorge 2020 process was conducted and the Gorge Commission’s ongoing 
disregard for public input received from County residents. As part of the commissioner’s deliberations on 
the ordinance, three primary frustrations were expressed: 
 
(1) Continued dissatisfaction with how the Gorge Commission ignored the County’s suggestions for 


improving the Management Plan. As part of the Gorge 2020 process, the County sought plan revisions 
that would help streamline processes, create efficiencies, and eliminate ambiguities wherever possible. 
No serious consideration of the County’s comments was given. As the Board reviewed the draft 
ordinance and considered the implications of the new rules, the adverse effects of some of these rules on 
both property owners within the Gorge and our staff became more evident. The Board requests that the 
Gorge Commission make it a priority to consider adopting the revisions proffered by our Planning staff 
the next time the Management Plan is amended.  
 


(2) Concerns about the lack of public notice and involvement in the Gorge 2020 process. Comments were 
received from landowners who had no idea that the regulations in the National Scenic Area were being 
amended until after receiving the County’s Measure 56 notice. At that point, the public’s ability to 
provide meaningful input was effectively eliminated unless they wanted to see more restrictive standards 
applied. The Board finds the Gorge Commission’s current approach of relying on Gorge counties, at 
least those on the Oregon side, to inform their landowners of pending plan revisions severely limits 
public input and undermines participation in the process. For all future plan revisions, the County would 
request that the Gorge Commission send notice to all property owners in the National Scenic Area so 
that their comments can be considered by the Gorge Commission before the regulations are actually 
adopted. Until this happens, accusations of being non-transparent and disinterested in hearing from those 
who will be most directly impacted by the revisions will continue.  


 


 
 
                                  
                               


Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
 


Jeff Hecksel, County Administrator 
 


601 State Street ∙ Hood River, OR 97031∙ (541) 386-3970 ∙ FAX (541) 386-9392 
 


 
  COMMISSIONERS 


 
                       Michael Oates– Chair  


                                 Karen Joplin – District No. 1                        
                                  Arthur Babitz – District No. 2 


                                   Robert Benton– District No. 3 
                                Les Perkins – District No. 4 
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(3) Lack of due consideration for a viable plan amendment proposal. Erwin Haglund and Mark Beardsley, 


landowners within a 178-acre tract of land located west of Hood River that is zoned Large Woodland 
(G-F-2), testified to the County Planning Commission and Board that the area in which they own 
property was incorrectly zoned when the original Management Plan was adopted in 19921. Their written 
testimony included various findings of fact that seem to support their claim. The Board understands that 
the zoning of property is based on many factors, but given the size and configuration of the parcels 
involved, surrounding land use pattern, and presence within a rural fire protection district, the area 
appears more aligned with the designation policies for Small Woodland (G-F-3) found in the 
Management Plan than those for Large Woodland. For these and other reasons, determining whether the 
current G-F-2 zoning of this area is correct seems worthy of further investigation.  
 
According to Mr. Haglund, he approached your staff recently about applying for a plan amendment to 
redesignate the area in which his property is located from G-F-2 to G-F-3, but was told that no plan 
amendments were being considered now due to limited staff time and funding. He also approached the 
Gorge Commission during their last meeting requesting a similar proposal. Realizing that your current 
budget priorities for the next biennium are in the process of being considered, the Board would request 
that the Gorge Commission allocate time and staff resources to consider Mr. Haglund’s plan amendment 
request. 


 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. Oates, Chair 
Hood River County  
Board of Commissioners 
 
cc: Michael Mills, Hood River County Appointee, Gorge Commission (via email)  


 Jeff Hecksel, Administrator, Hood River County (via email) 
 Eric Walker, Director, Hood River County Community Development (via email) 


 
 


1  According to the Gorge Commission’s GIS WebMap, this area is the only place in Hood River County and on the Oregon side 
of the NSA zoned G-F-2. It is also only one of three areas within the entire National Scenic Area designated and zoned as such. 
The entire area is comprised of 19 tax lots (9 separate ownership tracts) ranging in size between approximately 1.44 and 24.49 
acres. A total of 4 homes currently exists in this area, which abuts other developed properties zoned Rural Residential (G-RR-5) 
and Small-Scale Agriculture (G-AG-2) to the east and Open Space (G-OS) to the west.   
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Everyone knows it is hard to conduct any level of engagement without in person meetings.
When we have called into the Commission meetings for our limited 3 min calls, Connie is
quick to mute us, denying us responses which paints an inaccurate picture of the facts. The
current Management plan is very clear on zoning criteria and it's interesting that the "staff
report" does not address the Gorge Commissions zoning criteria, instead, tries to distract and
mislead from the facts. We still believe that we do not need a plan amendment, rather we have
requested the Commission and your department follow the Current Federal Act ("Shall")
which would clearly zone our property F3 and allow us and our neighbors to build on every
parcel as there is a mistake on the Gorge Commissions end. We would like to remind you that
a government agency approached us back in 2015 trying to find a public solution and we have
been working in good faith since then with almost every agency including the last proposal to
the County of 63 logged acres in Dee (last summer). Also, it is clear that we were
targeted, being there are only 3 parcels in Oregon zoned F2 outside of our block (see attached
link below). We would also like to have you explain why your staff was trespassing on our
property last spring, (middle age white female with her friend and dog down by our bridges).
My neighbors and I have and continue to be denied due process and this definitely lacks public
transparency, all we are asking for is the Commission follow the existing Management Plan
(see link below). 

We believe your Department and the Commission made a calculated decision to target my
neighbors and I. Our good faith attempts over the last 6-7 years are not from a position of
weakness, rather a real attempt to find a community minded solution. I wonder if
the Commission considered the possible unintended consequences of cutting these
negotiations short and forcing our hand five years early?

Attached and below is the survey from Nov of 1910 showing the legal parcels of the Hood
River Land Co. (I like that it talks about "Post Canyon Wagon Road")
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1701.pdf

Attached and below is a survey from Aug of 1965 and a narrative from Mr. Donald J. Branton,
President of Tenneson Engineering
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1050.pdf

Attached is a map showing over 10,000+ people living within 4 miles of our place. Our place
is not rural, rather almost downtown. 

Attached is a map showing the current City limit boundary only 1.25 miles from our property
line.

Here is the link showing only 3 other parcels in all of Oregon (outside of our 178 ac block in
Hood River)
https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42

Attached is a map showing F-3 vs F-2 zoning

http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1701.pdf
http://216.110.201.229/surveys/Surveys/CS1050.pdf
https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42
https://crgc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=909baf6a02b3401ea6dcaeecfa72ce42


http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/

I have also re-attached the fire and water maps along with the Nov 30 Hood River County
BOC letter for easy access

Here is a link to the Columbia River Gorge Management plan for easy access
http://www.gorgecommission.org/management-plan/plan/

Please include this email and attachments in the Feb 8th packet (attachment B)

-Thanks and we look forward to speaking with you

http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission-operations/budgets/
http://www.gorgecommission.org/management-plan/plan/
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RECEIVED 
DATE IJ/2q/71 

FIELD NOTES: 

September 10, 1965 
Work Order #2773 

W.O. #2773 - Survey for BILL DODSON in Section 32, T. 3 N., 
R. 10 E., W.M., Hood River County, Oregon . 

CREW: Roy Hill, Registered Land Surveyor #578 
David Tuttle, Transitman 

DATES 

Verl R. Fraley, Registered Land Surveyer #183 
Bob Ulrich, Chainman 
John Smith, Chainman 

PERFORMED: April 9, May 8, 1963. Aug . 10, 1965. 

WEATHER: Fair. 

REFERENCE: T.E.C. 24 11 x 36 11 Map #2773. 

On April 8, 1963, our firm was retained by Bill Dodson to survey certain 
lots in plat of property of Hood River Land Company in said Section 32. 
Before starting the field work~ all available data was obtained from the 
Bonneville Power Administration and from the Hood River County Surveyor's 
office. 

To begin the field work, the S.E. corner of Section 32 was found and 
verified . A straight line random was run from this corner to the East 1/4 
corner of Section 32 and the line then corrected up . A 3/4 11 Iron Pipe was 
set midway for the N.E. corner of the S. E. 1/4 of the S.E. 1/4. 

A random traverse line was then run from the S.E. corner of Section 32 to 
the S. 1/4 corner, and the bearing and distance calculated by inversing. 
The S.W. corner of Lot 117 was set from the random line and then a complete 
traverse of Lots 101 to 104 and 113 to 117 was made, setting points and 
referencing as shown on the annexed Map #2773 . 

B.P.A. bearings for the W. lines of Section 32 and ties to the W. 1/4 corner 
were used and the bearings and distances for the W. line of the S.E. 1/4 of 
Section 32 were calculated by protraction and intersection with the E-W 
centerline of Section 32, which was calculated by inversing between the 
E. and W. 1/4 corners. 

Points found and set, together with bearings and distances , are shown on 
T.E.C. Map #2773, which by reference is made a part of these notes. 

CHECKED & APPROVED : 

TENNESON ENGINEERING CORPORATION 

Donald J. Branton, President 
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A Small County with a big mission:  Providing Quality of Life for all. 

    
 
 
 
 
     
 

November 30, 2021 
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
c/o Krystyna Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 730 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
 
RE: Revised National Scenic Area Ordinance 
 
Dear Ms. Wolniakowski: 
 
The Hood River County Board of Commissioners voted 4 to 1 on November 15, 2021, to amend the County 
Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with recent revisions to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Management Plan.  
 
Although the County has fulfilled its legal obligation to revise its National Scenic Area ordinance, the Board 
remains frustrated with how the Gorge 2020 process was conducted and the Gorge Commission’s ongoing 
disregard for public input received from County residents. As part of the commissioner’s deliberations on 
the ordinance, three primary frustrations were expressed: 
 
(1) Continued dissatisfaction with how the Gorge Commission ignored the County’s suggestions for 

improving the Management Plan. As part of the Gorge 2020 process, the County sought plan revisions 
that would help streamline processes, create efficiencies, and eliminate ambiguities wherever possible. 
No serious consideration of the County’s comments was given. As the Board reviewed the draft 
ordinance and considered the implications of the new rules, the adverse effects of some of these rules on 
both property owners within the Gorge and our staff became more evident. The Board requests that the 
Gorge Commission make it a priority to consider adopting the revisions proffered by our Planning staff 
the next time the Management Plan is amended.  
 

(2) Concerns about the lack of public notice and involvement in the Gorge 2020 process. Comments were 
received from landowners who had no idea that the regulations in the National Scenic Area were being 
amended until after receiving the County’s Measure 56 notice. At that point, the public’s ability to 
provide meaningful input was effectively eliminated unless they wanted to see more restrictive standards 
applied. The Board finds the Gorge Commission’s current approach of relying on Gorge counties, at 
least those on the Oregon side, to inform their landowners of pending plan revisions severely limits 
public input and undermines participation in the process. For all future plan revisions, the County would 
request that the Gorge Commission send notice to all property owners in the National Scenic Area so 
that their comments can be considered by the Gorge Commission before the regulations are actually 
adopted. Until this happens, accusations of being non-transparent and disinterested in hearing from those 
who will be most directly impacted by the revisions will continue.  

 

 
 
                                  
                               

Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
 

Jeff Hecksel, County Administrator 
 

601 State Street ∙ Hood River, OR 97031∙ (541) 386-3970 ∙ FAX (541) 386-9392 
 

 
  COMMISSIONERS 

 
                       Michael Oates– Chair  

                                 Karen Joplin – District No. 1                        
                                  Arthur Babitz – District No. 2 

                                   Robert Benton– District No. 3 
                                Les Perkins – District No. 4 
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(3) Lack of due consideration for a viable plan amendment proposal. Erwin Haglund and Mark Beardsley, 

landowners within a 178-acre tract of land located west of Hood River that is zoned Large Woodland 
(G-F-2), testified to the County Planning Commission and Board that the area in which they own 
property was incorrectly zoned when the original Management Plan was adopted in 19921. Their written 
testimony included various findings of fact that seem to support their claim. The Board understands that 
the zoning of property is based on many factors, but given the size and configuration of the parcels 
involved, surrounding land use pattern, and presence within a rural fire protection district, the area 
appears more aligned with the designation policies for Small Woodland (G-F-3) found in the 
Management Plan than those for Large Woodland. For these and other reasons, determining whether the 
current G-F-2 zoning of this area is correct seems worthy of further investigation.  
 
According to Mr. Haglund, he approached your staff recently about applying for a plan amendment to 
redesignate the area in which his property is located from G-F-2 to G-F-3, but was told that no plan 
amendments were being considered now due to limited staff time and funding. He also approached the 
Gorge Commission during their last meeting requesting a similar proposal. Realizing that your current 
budget priorities for the next biennium are in the process of being considered, the Board would request 
that the Gorge Commission allocate time and staff resources to consider Mr. Haglund’s plan amendment 
request. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. Oates, Chair 
Hood River County  
Board of Commissioners 
 
cc: Michael Mills, Hood River County Appointee, Gorge Commission (via email)  

 Jeff Hecksel, Administrator, Hood River County (via email) 
 Eric Walker, Director, Hood River County Community Development (via email) 

 
 

1  According to the Gorge Commission’s GIS WebMap, this area is the only place in Hood River County and on the Oregon side 
of the NSA zoned G-F-2. It is also only one of three areas within the entire National Scenic Area designated and zoned as such. 
The entire area is comprised of 19 tax lots (9 separate ownership tracts) ranging in size between approximately 1.44 and 24.49 
acres. A total of 4 homes currently exists in this area, which abuts other developed properties zoned Rural Residential (G-RR-5) 
and Small-Scale Agriculture (G-AG-2) to the east and Open Space (G-OS) to the west.   
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From: Krystyna Wolniakowski
To: Erwin & Corina Haglund
Cc: Connie Acker; Michael Mills (p)
Subject: Re: Commission Staff Report on Plan Amendment Request
Date: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:05:54 AM

Dear Mr. Haglund
Connie called me and passed on your request. I had two emails that were not part of the
package that I sent to the Commissioners with the staff report. I sent those two email chains to
them. One was dated December 13 from me replying to you. 
The other email chain was from Dec 16-22 about your questions you sent me to answer. 

I will call you on Friday but am not sure what else I can share with you because it is up to the
Commission to decide on some of the answers you are seeking. Since you received my earlier
emails, and Connie mentioned it again yesterday, our office is closed to the public. Governor
Brown has “paused” reopening offices due to covid so unfortunately we are not open and you
can’t come in and use our office. I believe the library has computers, or perhaps a friend will
let you use theirs. You are welcome to call in by phone as well. In this time of Covid, in
person meetings are not possible. We have not had an in-person meeting since February 2020.
 Would you like me to mail you the staff report? If so, you can give me your address and I will
priority mail you a hard copy. 

What number should I call on Friday?
Regards, Krystyna 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 3, 2022 10:07:27 PM
To: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>; Michael Mills (p) <mpmills18@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Commission Staff Report on Plan Amendment Request
 
Hello Krystyna,

I had a good talk with Connie today requesting to use the conference room and a computer at
the Gorge Commissions office on Tue. We do not have internet and we are not equipped to
have the Commissioners view the screen I'm looking at to review facts and details live. Also,
we are requesting you please add all of the emails between your department and us (they seem
to stop after Dec 2nd?) to the report. The staff report does not answer the questions we sent to
your department via phone and emails. Can you please provide answers to the questions we
sent you and can you please have the person who wrote the "staff report" available to
participate at the meeting? 

-Thanks!

On Tue, Feb 1, 2022 at 5:10 PM Krystyna Wolniakowski
<krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Haglund,

mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
mailto:postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
mailto:connie.acker@gorgecommission.org
mailto:mpmills18@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/o0ukef
mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org


 

Staff just sent the materials for the February 8, 2022 Commission meeting to the Gorge
Commissioners and posted all our meeting materials on our website for the public to
review. I wanted to send you the staff report directly that we prepared regarding your
Plan Amendment request.  I have also included the agenda for the meeting for you.
Although the times are approximate on the agenda, your amendment request is
scheduled for 9:45 am Tuesday February 8th.  We know you have waited a few months
to have this discussion with the Commissioners regarding your request and we thank
you for your patience.  I would recommend you call in or zoom in a bit earlier than 9:45
am, just in case we are running ahead of schedule.  You will have time to appear before
the Commission and to answer Commissioners questions regarding your request. 

 

If you need Connie to re-send the meeting link/phone numbers, please contact her
directly.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,

 

Krystyna U. Wolniakowski

Executive Director

Columbia River Gorge Commission

PO Box 730

White Salmon, WA 98672

509-713-9623

Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org

www.gorgecommission.org
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From: Krystyna Wolniakowski
To: Gorge Commissioners - Official
Cc: Jeff Litwak; Connie Acker
Subject: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO HAGLUND STAFF REPORT--FW: Responding to your emails this week/ One last

email exchange with Mr. Haglund
Date: Thursday, February 3, 2022 5:14:02 PM
Importance: High

Commissioners,
 
Mr. Haglund called Connie and said the email correspondence was incomplete and didn’t
include his late December emails to me.  Below is the email chain from December 16-22. 
Mr. Haglund asked me a series of questions that I could not answer and believed it would
be best to have him present to the Commission directly and have stated that below.  I
answered all his emails, even though I did not answer his questions.  I just wanted you to
have this last email string to be responsive to his request today that you see it.  Krystyna 
 
From: Krystyna Wolniakowski 
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 2021 2:11 PM
To: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeff Litwak <jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>; Michael Mills
<michael.mills@gorgecommission.org>; Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>; Robin
Grimwade <robin.grimwade@gorgecommission.org>
Subject: RE: Responding to your emails this week
Importance: High
 
Dear Mr. Haglund,
 
As I have written in my email below of December 20, we are not stonewalling you.  The
Commission heard your request and has directed me to prepare a staff report. My email
below has our next steps outlined related to your request. We will be addressing your
request at our February 8, 2022 Commission meeting.  I will not be answering your
questions at this time.  You will have an opportunity to review the staff report one week
before the Commission meeting and you will be welcome to address the Commission at
their meeting when the staff report is presented.
 
As I have also stated in my previous email of  December 17, we are following both
Oregon and Washington Governors directives issued last week to keep offices closed to
the public for the time being due to rapid spread of the new Omicron variant of Covid-19.
 Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
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Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
www.gorgecommission.org
 
*******Please note that our office will be closed for the holidays from December 23, 2021
until January 3, 2022 to allow staff to spend time with their families*********
 
 
 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 2021 1:36 PM
To: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>
Subject: Re: Responding to your emails this week
 
Hello,
 
I called again yesterday but was unable to get any of our basic questions answered on the phone, we
have continued to get no answers to basic questions in long email chains from you and your staff,
can you please send me the walk in hours? It's been almost four months of stonewalling, your
website says the new rules are taking effect May 1st, and we have a lot more questions and
concerns. If your department is closed for business, please delay taking our rights away, if not,
please make your staff available to answer questions and allow us adequate time to speak at the
Commission meetings prior to deliberations. The rest of the world has been working in person just
fine, it's been almost two years. Or please fix the clear zoning issue to follow the current
management plan? We are clearly targeted due to the fact that there is so little F2 in Oregon and we
have yet to see justification. Can you please send us the walk in hours and allow us to participate?
 
 
 
-Thanks
 
Also, we are still very interested in speaking with you and/or the Commissioners on the radio. Please
let us know.
 
On Mon, Dec 20, 2021 at 2:31 PM Krystyna Wolniakowski
<krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Haglund,
 
Connie sent out the announcement for the Executive Committee meeting tomorrow at
9 am in an email last Wednesday.  She is out today but can re-send it to you in the
morning if you are not able to access it.  We accept public comment at the Executive
Committee for 3 minutes when it is directly related to the agenda topics. You are
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welcome to provide input on the agenda during the public comment period tomorrow. 
 
We are not stonewalling you by not answering your questions at this time and we are
not preventing your participation in our process.  As I mentioned in my earlier emails,
we are compiling information and will prepare a staff report to the Commission that
you will be able to review when we complete it, at least one week before the
Commission meeting.  The Commission has stated at the last meeting that they will
invite you to speak at the February Commission meeting.  In this case, you will have
more than 3 minutes to answer their questions since it will be in addition to the
normal public comment process.
 
We cannot advise you on filing an injunction if you feel that is needed before the
February Commission meeting.  We will be addressing a number of issues you raise in
the staff report and believe that the information will clarify the parts of the
Management Plan you refer to in your correspondence with the Commission. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
 
 
  *******Please note that our office will be closed for the holidays from December 23,
2021 until January 3, 2022 to allow staff to spend time with their families*********
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 20, 2021 12:21 PM
To: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Michael Mills <mpmills18@gmail.com>; Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>;
Jeff Litwak <jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>
Subject: Re: Responding to your emails this week
 
Hello again,
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Could you please answer the questions provided in the last two emails? Also, allow us time to
further explain our circumstances prior to the deliberation in Feb? Three (3) minutes to get a
statement out wasn't enough at the last meeting (we really need 60-90 as requested). We would
like information on how to file an injunction or other legal means as the Columbia River Gorge
Commission and Staff is refusing to follow the existing management plan, "action is mandatory",
and stonewalling us at every turn while taking our rights away with no notification and refusing us
participation going forward. Please answer the simple questions provided previously and allow us
to participate. We are requesting time to speak (more than 3 min) at every meeting, including
tomorrow. Please have Connie leave a voicemail on our cell (541 993 5280) confirming the call in
number and passcode as we have had a hard time with the internet and the snowstorm last night.
 
-Thanks!
 
On Fri, Dec 17, 2021 at 5:32 PM Krystyna Wolniakowski
<krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Haglund,
 
I received your emails this week and want to acknowledge them.  At the Commission
meeting on December 14, 2021, you had an opportunity to present your comments
to the Commission.  During the “Commission Priorities for 2022” discussion later in
the morning when we discussed your request for a plan amendment as part of the
2022 workplan, the Commission directed me to write a summary addressing the
issues you have raised and present the report to the Commission. They will
deliberate and make a decision at their February 8, 2022 Commission meeting.  You
will have an opportunity at that meeting to provide any additional comments to the
Commission and answer their questions.  Staff provided all the correspondence that
you and staff exchanged so they are fully informed of the details of your request.
Connie Acker will send you an invitation to join the February 8, 2022 Commission
meeting on February 1, 2022 via email when the agendas and materials are posted.  
 
Also, Governor Brown issued this notice today to Agency Directors that offices will
be closed to the public and teleworking will continue due to the rapid spread of
Omicron variant of COVID-19:
 
“It’s also critical we take necessary precautions to protect ourselves, our
coworkers, and the Oregonians we serve. As such, for those who are working
remotely, we will be delaying the state workforce’s return to state office facilities
at this time. This decision will remain in place for the foreseeable future as we
continue to evaluate the COVID-19 situation in Oregon. Our goal is to ensure a
safe workplace, and we know this delay is necessary to help curb the spread of
the Omicron variant, protect our hospital capacity, and ensure a safe return to the
workplace when the time is right.”
 
We will be in contact with you after the holidays. 

mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org


 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
509-713-9623
Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
www.gorgecommission.org
 
 
 
 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2021 8:56 AM
To: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Michael Mills <mpmills18@gmail.com>; Jeff Litwak <jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>
Subject: Re: Post Canyon
 
Hello Ms. Wolniakowski,
 
I listened to the tapes from the Commissioner meeting (on Tue the 14th of Dec) last night. I
realize I misspoke when I stated there was no other F2 in Oregon, I did find 3 (three) parcels
south of the river that are not in our 178 acre zone, I do not need the request for the parcel
numbers as stated in yesterday's email. In listening to the tapes though regarding the priorities
for next year, it seems the Commission does not realize that action is mandatory, not optional,
per the current Management Plan 
 
"C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they: (1) Contain lands in the
non-industrial ownership class that occur in smaller tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger),
have organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre
per year or more of merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded by other lands in the
same ownership class or lands devoted to nonforest uses."   (II-2-4 of the Management Plan))
 
I looked up the word "Shall" in the glossary
 
"Shall: Action is mandatory." (Glossary-18 of the Management Plan)
 
and we would request the Gorge Commission consider the Hood River County Commissioners
letter dated Nov 30, 2021 (attached) stating the following
 
"...According to Mr. Haglund, he approached your staff recently about applying for a plan
amendment to
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redesignate the area in which his property is located from G-F-2 to G-F-3, but was told that no
plan
amendments were being considered now due to limited staff time and funding. He also
approached the
Gorge Commission during their last meeting requesting a similar proposal. Realizing that your
current
budget priorities for the next biennium are in the process of being considered, the Board would
request
that the Gorge Commission allocate time and staff resources to consider Mr. Haglund’s plan
amendment
request...."
 
Our request for correct Forest zoning (F3) is different than if we were to apply for industrial
zoning or something else. This is a clear mistake on the Gorge Commissions end and being in
violation for a prolonged period of time doesn't excuse not fixing it now, especially under the
circumstances. We would also like to point out that my neighbors and I have been in contact
and feel the same way. We would like to request the total budget for your
department including all grants, State support, Federal support, fees, etc, pretty much the total
for everything received over the last couple years and your proposed request going forward a
couple years. I looked at the link on your website but it was hard to get a firm number (I don't
want to misstate the amount). We find it hard to believe that it would take long for smart Staff
and a smart Commission to read a few paragraphs and realize there is a mistake and fix it
accordingly. It seems more cost effective for everyone to work together now and communicate
rather than drag out a long appeal process and Court case which we believe will yield the same
result in the end. We plan to seek reimbursement for cost associated. All we are asking for is
the Commission to follow the existing Management Plan, please.
 
 
-Thank you
 
 
 
 
 



From: Krystyna Wolniakowski
To: Gorge Commissioners - Official
Cc: Jeff Litwak; Connie Acker; Krystyna Wolniakowski
Subject: ONE MORE HAGLUND EMAIL - FW: Columbia River Gorge Commission Meeting - 12/14/2021 via Zoom webinar
Date: Thursday, February 3, 2022 5:16:44 PM
Attachments: 20210826 Letter to Erwin Haglund.pdf

20211117 Forsi email to Haglund.pdf
Agenda - 12.14.2021.pdf

Importance: High

Commissioners,
Here is one more email from December 13, 2021 that I wrote to Mr. Haglund that may
not have been in your February packet attached to the Haglund staff report.  Krystyna
 
From: Krystyna Wolniakowski 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 3:17 PM
To: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>; Connie Acker
<connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Public Comment <PublicComment@gorgecommission.org>; Jeff Litwak
<jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>; Michael Mills <mpmills18@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Columbia River Gorge Commission Meeting - 12/14/2021 via Zoom webinar
Importance: High
 
Dear Ms. Haglund,
 
We have provided all the correspondence from you and our agency to the Gorge
Commission since August 2021 in their December 14, 2021 meeting packet.  You are
welcome to address the Commission during the public comment period tomorrow and
will have 3 minutes, as everyone else has, to speak about your request.  Gorge
Commissioners plan the monthly agenda topics significantly in advance for  each
meeting.  Your request to have 60-90 minutes on the agenda is not possible because the
Commissioners already have a full agenda with several important items of business that
have been planned for several months in advance. 
 
You will also notice on the Commission materials that my staff report that addresses
“Commission Priorities for 2022” includes a paragraph about your request, and attached
to my staff report is all the correspondence between you and us.  I am re-attaching the
two letters we sent you that outline our process. The Commission has to weigh all the
responsibilities and obligations that our agency has to both states that need to be
addressed as top priority in the next year.  Staff can not decide on how to move forward
on specific requests such as yours without the Commission directing us to do so. 
 
You have the link below to register for the Commission meeting if you can connect with a
computer, and we have the last four digits of your phone number, so Connie will call on
you during the public comment period at the beginning of the meeting, approximately
8:55 am, so you can address the Commission directly—or  you can use the following call-
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Columbia River Gorge Commission | PO Box 730, 57 NE Wauna Avenue, White Salmon, WA 98672 


Krystyna U. Wolniakowski – Executive Director | 509.493.3323 | www.gorgecommission.org 


August 26, 2021 


 


Erwin Haglund 


PO Box 1228 


The Dalles, OR 97058 


 


 


Dear Mr. Haglund, 
  
Over the course of the last week, you contacted the Gorge Commission office to request an 
amendment to the Management Plan to redesignate your property in Hood River County from 
Large Woodland to Small Woodland. You received a copy of the Gorge Commission’s Rule for plan 
amendments (Commission Rule 350-50), which explains when and how the Gorge Commission 
considers plan amendments. If you need another copy of the Rule, you may download a copy from 
the Gorge Commission’s website, http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/ 
Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf. 
 
Commission Rule 350-50-020(1) explains that the section of the National Scenic Area Act that 
authorizes the Gorge Commission to amend the Management Plan (sec. 6(h) or 16 U.S.C. § 544d(h)) 
does not require the Gorge Commission to consider requests, or to consider requests within a 
particular time frame. In the Gorge Commission’s experience, plan amendments, such as yours that 
affect a small number of properties, require the Gorge Commission to allocate significant time and 
money for staff time, studies, inventories, and other resources to make a correct and defensible 
decision. 
 
Based on this experience, the Gorge Commission adopted Commission Rule 350-50-060(1) which 
specifies that the Gorge Commission will only consider plan amendments that it has allocated time 
and money for its biennial work plan and biennial budget. The Gorge Commission’s current biennial 
work plan and budget both run through June 2023 and do not contain time or funding allocated to 
plan amendments. This is because the Gorge Commission just completed its periodic revision of the 
Management Plan last year. The current biennial work plan and budget focus on carrying out the 
newly revised plan rather than amending it. 
 
The Gorge Commission considers its work plan for a biennium based on that biennium’s approved 
budget and correspondingly the Gorge Commission’s budget must also explain how the Gorge 
Commission intends to use its funding (i.e., the Gorge Commission’s priorities). The next workplan 
will be based on the Gorge Commission’s 2023–2025 biennium budget after the states of Oregon 
and Washington approve that budget, which will be in late spring 2023. The Gorge Commission will 
begin considering its budget narrative that explains how it intends to allocate its funding in early 
2022, likely at its January meeting. 



http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf
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We invite you to participate in meetings where the Commission discusses its budget priorities, at 
which you may request that the Commission consider allocating time to consider plan amendments 
in its 2023-2025 budget and work plan. If you are not already on the Gorge Commission’s mailing 
list to receive notices of meetings and other Gorge Commission activities by email, please let me 
know and I will add you to that mailing list. 
 
At this time, we are not scheduling pre-application meetings for plan amendment or reviewing 
information about possible plan amendments. Anything you send us will be held in a file, but not 
acted on until the Gorge Commission’s work plan and budget allocate time and money for 
considering plan amendments. 
 
You mentioned during our phone call yesterday morning that you may be contacting an attorney to 
assist you with amending the Management Plan. If you do so, your attorney is welcome to contact 
the Gorge Commission’s legal counsel, Jeff Litwak, at jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org, or at 509-
493-3323, ext. 222. 
 
I hope this letter answers your questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aiden Forsi 
Land Use Planner, Columbia River Gorge Commission 
aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 
509-493-3323, ext. 225 
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Aiden Forsi


From: Aiden Forsi
Sent: Wednesday, November 17, 2021 3:36 PM
To: postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
Subject: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission
Attachments: 20210826 Letter to Erwin Haglund.pdf


Erwin, 
 
We received your email over the weekend about your request for a Plan Amendment. As we said in our letter to you in 
late August, the Gorge Commission needs to include staff time for a Plan Amendment in its work plan before we can 
schedule a pre‐application conference. (We have included that letter as an attachment, for reference.) We suggested 
that you participate in the Gorge Commission meetings when the Commission discusses its work plan, and you did so at 
the Gorge Commission meeting last week.  
 
The Gorge Commission is scheduled to finalize its 2022 work plan at its December 14, 2021 meeting. We will prepare an 
update to our staff report on the work plan that will summarize your request to the Commission. We do not know at this 
point whether the staff report will recommend your plan amendment. We again suggest you provide comment during 
that part of the meeting. The agenda and meeting materials should be available on our website by December 7. We 
suggest that you contact Connie Acker by no later than December 9 to ensure that you have the information you need to 
join the Commission meeting. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Aiden Forsi (he/him) 
Land Use Planner 
  
Columbia River Gorge Commission | gorgecommission.org 
57 Wauna Ave 
PO Box 730  
White Salmon, WA 98672 
t: (509) 493-3323, ext. 225 
c: (509) 940-7739 
e: aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 
Learn more about the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
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8:15 a.m. (Begin Call/Sign-in Testing for Video and Audio Connections -- Please review CRGC Zoom 


Protocol) 
 


8:30 a.m. Call to Order and Roll 
 
8:35 a.m. Approval of November 9, 2021, Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
8:40 a.m. Land Acknowledgment 
 
8:45 a.m. Yakama Nation Word of the Day: Commissioner Jerry Meninick will share the Yakama Nation word 


of the day. 
 
8:50 a.m. Opportunity for Treaty Tribe Nations to Address Commission: As part of the Government-to-


Government consultation process, the Commission welcomes input from Treaty Tribe Nations on any 
issue on the agenda and any other matters. 


 
8:55 a.m. Public Comment* for items not on the agenda. 
 
9:05 a.m. Executive Director’s Report: Krystyna U. Wolniakowski and staff will provide updates on: 


• Counties’ Land Use Ordinances 
• ACCESS Database Replacement Project 
• FY21 Financial Audit and 2021-2022 Budget Update 
• Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) 
• Commission Best Practices 2021 Survey 


 
9:30 a.m. Work Session Report* - Vital Sign Indicators (VSI) Program: Lisa Naas Cook, VSI Planner, will  


present Draft Natural Resource and Climate Change Vital Sign Indicators. Jessica Olson, Senior 
Natural Resources Land Use Planner, will also invite input on related climate-focused questions to 
help staff complete the Draft CCAP.  


 
10:30 a.m. BREAK 
 
10:45 a.m. Action Item - Adoption of Commission Ordinance*: Joanna Kaiserman, Senior Planner, and Jeff 


Litwak, Legal Counsel, will present the final draft Land Use Ordinance for Klickitat County, and 
request that the Commission vote to adopt the land use ordinance.  


 
11:45 a.m. Action Item - Establish 2022 Commission Priorities*: Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive 


Director, will present the draft 2022 Commission Priorities Staff Report for discussion and request 
that the Commission make a decision on the workplan for 2022.  


 
12:30 p.m.  U.S. Forest Service NSA Manager’s Report: Donna Mickley/Casey Gatz will provide an update on 


Forest Service activities in the National Scenic Area.  
 
12:50 p.m. BREAK  
 
1:05 P.M.  Bylaws Discussion:  At the November Commission meeting, a suggestion was made to automatically 


include the immediate Past-Chair as a member of the Executive Committee.  The Commission will 
discuss this suggestion and decide whether to change the bylaws accordingly. 
 


COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE COMMISSION 
AGENDA – December 14, 2021 


8:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
Meeting will take place via Zoom Webinar 


 







1:15 p.m. Action Item – 2022 Executive Committee Membership: The Commission will discuss the 
membership for the Executive Committee for 2022. (A reminder that the last Executive Committee 
meeting of the year will be held Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 9:00 am due to the holidays.) 


 
1:25 p.m.  Thank You to Commissioner Lorrie DeKay*: Commissioner DeKay has served for 8.5 years as a 


Washington Governor’s Appointee.  Commissioners and Staff will have an opportunity to say thank 
you for her public service as Past Chair (2017-2019) and Commission member since 2013. The public 
is welcome to provide comments.  


 
1:35 p.m.  Other Business 
 
1:40 a.m. Executive Session: Executive Session pursuant to Commission Rule 350-11-006(1)(h) to discuss the 


Executive Director’s 2021 Performance Review. 
 
2:15 p.m. Adjourn 


 
NOTE:  The * indicates that public comment is welcome and is limited to 3 minutes. 
 
The times listed on the agenda are approximate.  The chair of the Commission reserves the opportunity to 
change the order and time of the items if earlier agenda items run long or to accommodate invited speakers’ 
schedules. 
 
Meeting materials are available on our website at: December 14, 2021, Gorge Commission Meeting 
 
GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Commission welcomes your input and offers the following guidelines for making your comments the most 
effective. If you wish to speak to the Commission during the public comment period or to address one of the agenda 
items marked for public input, please follow the Public Commission Meeting Protocol found on our website at: 
December 14, 2021, Gorge Commission Meeting 
 
Be courteous and professional - Your message is best received if it has a neutral and professional tone. 
Address the issues and facts that are of interest to you, not personalities.  
 
Effective use of public comment time - All speakers will be offered three (3) minutes to express their thoughts. The 
Chair may announce a change in a meeting’s time limits in order to keep the meeting on schedule.  
 
Plan your speaking points in advance to help ensure a clear message for the Commission to hear. The points you are 
making will have the most impact if you can ensure their accuracy. Organize your thoughts in the following manner: 
your Point, Reasoning, an Example of your point, and Summary of your point.  The Commission strives to use this 
P.R.E.S. model in its own discussions and will be listening for these parts of your message. 
 
Please be respectful of your time so that others may also have an opportunity to speak.  
 
Submitting written comments - If you would like your comments entered into the record, please email your written 
comments to PublicComment@gorgecommission.org before noon on December 13, 2021, to allow 
Commissioners adequate time to review your comments.   
 
Thank you again for commenting on issues important to you. We appreciate your interest in the future of the 
National Scenic Area and the time and thought you put into your comments. 
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in number.
 
Zoom Webinar information:
 
Call in number – 971.247.1195 or 253.215.8782
Webinar ID – 828 5382 3851
Passcode - 901275
 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
509-713-9623
Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
www.gorgecommission.org
 
 
 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 1:00 PM
To: Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Public Comment <PublicComment@gorgecommission.org>; Jeff Litwak
<jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>; Krystyna Wolniakowski
<krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>; Michael Mills <mpmills18@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Columbia River Gorge Commission Meeting - 12/14/2021 via Zoom webinar
 
Hello Connie,
 
I have been requesting to speak with the Commission, legal staff, and the Director for 60 to 90 min
at the Dec 14th meeting regarding Hood River County's BOC letter (dated Nov 30th, 2021) in
addition to our long standing concerns (which have been ignored a dozen times). Can you please
register me to speak for audio only and voicemail/email me the appropriate information (password,
meeting id , etc) as we dont have internet at our house and emails are hard to check. The last four of
our number is 5280. What time do you expect us and how much time are we going to get? Also we
are still requesting our pre application conference as allowed by the regulations, all we are asking for
is for the Director and the Commission to follow the Federal Act currently on the books. It's clear
they "Shall" do this, our land only qualifies as F3, and we want to build our 6 homes under current
regulations on our legal parcels dating back to 1910. The Gorge commission has been ignoring all
calls, emails, and requests at every level. We CC'd the public comment email and request the
attached BOC letter also makes it into the records. Also, we have yet to be shown any justification
for the new rules that are targeted toward our property (we are the only F2 in OR), can you please

mailto:Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
http://www.gorgecommission.org/
mailto:postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
mailto:connie.acker@gorgecommission.org
mailto:PublicComment@gorgecommission.org
mailto:jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org
mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
mailto:mpmills18@gmail.com


forward that information to us? We are very disappointed that a taxpayer funded body could violate
land owners rights without notification, justification, and participation, while refusing to follow the
current Federal Act, especially considering the fact that we have been in land trade negotiations for
years because we were approached first by a government body trying to figure out a public option.
Your staff has also trespassed on our well marked property, we are clearly targeted. Please send us
information on how to appeal these actions at every level. This is crooked eminent domain, third
world countries have more due process. We are requesting 60-90 min at tomorrow's meeting, we
are also requesting to meet the following week with the Director, Attorney, and local Commissioner
(Mr. Mills).
 
 
-Thanks
 
On Wed, Dec 8, 2021 at 7:42 AM Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org> wrote:

Webinar banner

In order to attend the December 14, 2021 Gorge Commission Meeting via
Zoom Webinar, you must register in advance for the meeting to receive the
link. The attached Public Commission Meeting Protocol outlines the
process for registering and attending the webinar.

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: December 14, 2021 8:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Columbia River Gorge Commission Meeting - 12/14/2021

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MwpLr_dWTV2kW8St9c-
9rw

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the webinar.

  

[ii 
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From: Krystyna Wolniakowski
To: Erwin & Corina Haglund
Cc: Connie Acker; Robin Grimwade; Eric Walker
Subject: Commission Staff Report on Plan Amendment Request
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 5:10:29 PM
Attachments: Attachment B - Staff Report - Plan Amendment Request.pdf

Agenda - 02.08.2022.pdf

Dear Mr. Haglund,
 
Staff just sent the materials for the February 8, 2022 Commission meeting to the Gorge
Commissioners and posted all our meeting materials on our website for the public to
review. I wanted to send you the staff report directly that we prepared regarding your
Plan Amendment request.  I have also included the agenda for the meeting for you.
Although the times are approximate on the agenda, your amendment request is
scheduled for 9:45 am Tuesday February 8th.  We know you have waited a few months to
have this discussion with the Commissioners regarding your request and we thank you
for your patience.  I would recommend you call in or zoom in a bit earlier than 9:45 am,
just in case we are running ahead of schedule.  You will have time to appear before the
Commission and to answer Commissioners questions regarding your request. 
 
If you need Connie to re-send the meeting link/phone numbers, please contact her
directly.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski
Executive Director
Columbia River Gorge Commission
PO Box 730
White Salmon, WA 98672
509-713-9623
Krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
www.gorgecommission.org
 

mailto:krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org
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TO:  Columbia River Gorge Commission  
 
FROM:  Krystyna U. Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
 
 DATE:  February 8, 2022 
 
RE:  ACTION ITEM*:  Request to Consider a Management Plan Amendment  


 
 


Action Requested: 
 
Consider whether to adjust the Commission’s 2022-23 workplan to review Erwin 
Haglund’s request for a Management Plan amendment. This item is starred for public 
comment. Your decision here does not approve or deny a Plan amendment. 
 
National Scenic Area Act Plan Amendment Section. 
 
Section 6(h) of the National Scenic Area Act (16 U.S.C. § 544d(h)) authorizes the Gorge 
Commission to amend the Management Plan outside of the required plan review 
process that must occur on a five to ten-year cycle: 
 


(h) Amendment of plan If the Commission determines at any time that 
conditions within the scenic area have significantly changed, it may amend the 
management plan. The Commission shall submit amendments to the 
management plan to the Secretary for review, in accordance with the 
provisions of this section for adoption of the management plan. 


 
Erwin Haglund’s Request for a Plan Amendment 
 
Erwin Haglund, a resident of Hood River County in the National Scenic Area, is 
requesting an amendment to the Management Plan to change the land use designation 
for his property from Large Woodland to a Small Woodland. Mr. Haglund purchased a 
total 47.8 acres of land consisting of seven contiguous tax lots in three separate 
transactions.  Two purchases were made in December 2013, a lot of 1.5 acres and a lot 
for 7.7 acres for a total of 9.3 acres. One year later in December 2014, Mr. Haglund 
purchased 3 lots for 38.5 acres.  The tax lots range from 1.4 acres to 23 acres in size.   
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The property is located along both sides of Post Canyon Road that bisects the parcel, 
west of the Hood River Urban Area. The southern boundary of the property is on the 
exterior boundary of the National Scenic Area along Belmont Road. The Gorge 
Commission designated the land as Large Woodland when adopting the original 
Management Plan in 1991. Mr. Haglund’s property is part of a larger complex of Large 
Woodland that extends to the east and northeast of his property (a total of 172 acres of 
contiguous Large Woodland).  Adjacent to the north and west of Mr. Haglund’s property 
is a total of 207 contiguous acres of GMA Open Space and SMA Open Space. 
 
The forest land policies in the Management Plan specify that the Large Woodland land 
use designation is intended to protect heavily forested areas from conversion to non-
resource use such as for recreation or for residential uses and provides the opportunity 
for continuous growing and harvesting of forest resources.  Generally, the Management 
Plan uses the Open Space designation for lands where significant and sensitive 
resources could not be protected through regulation. Staff did not research the resource 
information for those lands as part of this staff report. Staff would research and update 
that information as part of reviewing a proposal to amend the Management Plan to 
redesignate Mr. Haglund’s property. 
 
Mr. Haglund contacted staff in August 2021 requesting a Plan Amendment to change the 
land use designation of his property from Large Woodland to Small Woodland in order 
to develop his tax lots and build dwellings on several of them. Mr. Haglund asserts that 
his property is improperly designated as Large Woodland, according to the current 
Forest Land designation policies in the Management Plan. Mr. Haglund has referenced 
the Small Woodland designation policies in his communications and believes that his 
property was incorrectly designated in 1991. The Large Woodland and Small Woodland 
designations policies are attached to this staff report. 
 
Staff has been in contact with Mr. Haglund since August 2021.  In our August 26, 2021, 
letter, staff encouraged Mr. Haglund to address the Commission directly with his request 
during a Commission meeting. Mr. Haglund did so at the November 9, 2021, Commission 
meeting. 
 
To give the Commission a preliminary sense of Mr. Haglund’s request, staff searched for, 
but was unable to find historical records showing why some properties received a 
particular designation.  Staff did not find records for why Mr. Haglund’s property was 
designated Large Woodland.  Staff is not aware of, nor could find this information 
without conducting more in-depth research through archives to determine whether the 
land use designations took into account specific tax lots or groups of tax lots with 
similar characteristics.   
 
Staff reviewed the Forest Land designation policies in the Management Plan and 
researched how Mr. Haglund’s property satisfied the elements in the Large Woodland 
and Small Woodland designation policies. Staff reviewed Mr. Haglund’s myriad emails 
to the Gorge Commission supporting his request.  In addition, staff contacted Eric 
Walker, Hood River County Planning Director, and reviewed Hood River County’s letter 
to the Gorge Commission about Mr. Haglund’s request to better inform staff about Mr. 
Haglund’s requests to the Commission since landowners usually contact the county 
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directly about development options on their private property.  Mr. Walker stated that 
Mr. Haglund has been in contact with Hood River County, and he has been informed of 
his current development options for his lots by the county.  Mr. Haglund was also made 
aware that new dwellings will no longer be an allowed use on Large Woodlands when 
the updated Hood River County NSA Ordinance goes into effect (after Gorge 
Commission approval and Secretary of Agriculture concurrence, which could be late 
spring or early summer 2022).  Mr. Walker stated that Mr. Haglund has been attempting 
to initiate a land trade with Hood River  County for an equivalent acreage and value 
outside of the NSA.  Mr. Walker said that Hood River County and Mr. Haglund could not 
agree on a suitable land trade.   Staff also asked Hood River County about whether Mr. 
Haglund has more than one legal parcel.  Hood River County has not completed such a 
determination. Legal lot determinations typically require a significant amount of county 
time to conduct deed research.  This is something that staff would work with Hood 
River County on if the Commission decides to move ahead with considering a Plan 
amendment application from Mr. Haglund.   
 
When staff presented the roadmap for 2022 Commission priorities workplan at the 
December Commission meeting to determine where Mr. Haglund’s request could fit into 
the Commission’s workplan, the Commission directed staff to prepare a 
recommendation for the February 8, 2022, Commission meeting.  For the Commission’s 
review at the December Commission meeting, staff prepared a package of electronic 
communications from August 2021 through December 2021, which contains Mr. 
Haglund’s Plan amendment request, Commission letter, his follow-up emails,  a response 
from Mr. Walker, and the letter from Hood River County Commission Chair Oates. Staff is 
reattaching that package to this staff report at the end.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff reviewed the Large Woodland and Small Woodland Land Use Designation 
descriptions in the Management Plan and Mr. Haglund’s property as well as the 
surrounding area. With its research, staff recommends that Mr. Haglund’s property 
appears to be correctly designated.  It is a large, intact, steep, and a heavily forested area 
as part of a larger 172 acre Large Woodland designation.  Adjacent to the east, also 
designated Large Woodland, there are more than a dozen similar sized tax lots and very 
few dwellings in the vicinity. These characteristics best fit the Large Woodland 
designation policies as compared to the designation policies for the Commercial Forest 
and Small Woodland designations. Again, this is not a final decision on a Plan 
amendment request; staff provides this recommendation to help the Commission 
decide how to use its limited time and resources. 
 
Staff also recommends that at this time, an application to change the designation from 
Large Woodland to Small Woodland could not satisfy the requirement in section 6(h) of 
the National Scenic Area Act that there has been a significant change in the National 
Scenic Area.  The measuring period for such a change is the date of the last revision to 
the Management Plan. At this time, staff is not aware of any new information or 
significant change in condition that has emerged since October 2020 (or the original 
adoption in 1991). 
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The Commission may also wish to consider that on December 16, 2021, Mr. Haglund 
submitted an application to the Oregon Department of Forestry to conduct forest 
practices on all of his property, which suggests that the property is still viable forest 
land. Additionally, the Commission’s revision to the list of review uses for Large 
Woodland (removing new dwellings) does not go into effect until Hood River County’s 
revised NSA Ordinance goes into effect, which, again, will be approximately late spring 
or early summer 2022.  Mr. Haglund may, until then, submit a development application 
to the Hood River County Planning Department for construction of one dwelling on the 
property, if it is needed to support his forestry activities.   
 
The Commission has approved workplan priorities for 2022 and directed staff to meet 
timelines for implementation.  If the Commission chooses to direct staff to look for, 
research, review, and analyze any new information that might warrant consideration of 
a plan amendment, then the 2022 workplan will need to be revised. 
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PART II-Land Use Designations  
 


 


  
 
II-2-4 


classes or by lands designated Large Woodland (predominantly 80 
acres or larger). 


 
  (2) Contain lands in the non-industrial ownership class that occur in large 


tracts (predominantly 80 acres or larger), have few residences, have no 
organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 85 
cubic feet per acre per year or more of merchantable tree species, and 
are generally bounded by lands in the large non-industrial, public, or 
industrial ownership classes. 


 
 B. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Large Woodland if they: 
 
  (1) Contain lands in the non-industrial ownership class that occur in large 


tracts (predominantly 80 acres or larger), have few residences, have no 
organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 
cubic feet per acre per year or more of merchantable tree species, and 
are generally bounded by other lands in the same ownership class or by 
lands in the industrial class. 


 
 C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they: 
 
  (1) Contain lands in the non-industrial ownership class that occur in smaller 


tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger), have organized structural fire 
protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre per 
year or more of merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded 
by other lands in the same ownership class or lands devoted to non-
forest uses. 


 
 D. Small blocks of land that may themselves be deemed Large or Small 


Woodland shall be designated as Commercial Forest Land if residential 
development of them would conflict with the use of adjacent Commercial 
Forest Land or Large-Scale Agriculture land.  Small blocks that are adjacent 
to Urban Areas, Residential, or Small-Scale Agriculture designations or that 
are physically buffered by natural or manmade barriers from adjacent 
Commercial Forest Land or Large-Scale Agriculture designations may be 
considered for Large or Small Woodland designations. 


 
 E. Lands shall be designated as Commercial Forest Land if they are within forest 


areas that are currently used for or suitable for Large-Scale Agriculture, but 
would otherwise qualify for designation as Commercial Forest Land or Large 
Woodland. 


 
Land Use Policies 
 
1. Conversion of forest land to agriculture or open space shall be allowed. 
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Columbia River Gorge Commission | PO Box 730, 57 NE Wauna Avenue, White Salmon, WA 98672 


Krystyna U. Wolniakowski – Executive Director | 509.493.3323 | www.gorgecommission.org 


August 26, 2021 


 


Erwin Haglund 


PO Box 1228 


The Dalles, OR 97058 


 


 


Dear Mr. Haglund, 
  
Over the course of the last week, you contacted the Gorge Commission office to request an 
amendment to the Management Plan to redesignate your property in Hood River County from 
Large Woodland to Small Woodland. You received a copy of the Gorge Commission’s Rule for plan 
amendments (Commission Rule 350-50), which explains when and how the Gorge Commission 
considers plan amendments. If you need another copy of the Rule, you may download a copy from 
the Gorge Commission’s website, http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/ 
Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf. 
 
Commission Rule 350-50-020(1) explains that the section of the National Scenic Area Act that 
authorizes the Gorge Commission to amend the Management Plan (sec. 6(h) or 16 U.S.C. § 544d(h)) 
does not require the Gorge Commission to consider requests, or to consider requests within a 
particular time frame. In the Gorge Commission’s experience, plan amendments, such as yours that 
affect a small number of properties, require the Gorge Commission to allocate significant time and 
money for staff time, studies, inventories, and other resources to make a correct and defensible 
decision. 
 
Based on this experience, the Gorge Commission adopted Commission Rule 350-50-060(1) which 
specifies that the Gorge Commission will only consider plan amendments that it has allocated time 
and money for its biennial work plan and biennial budget. The Gorge Commission’s current biennial 
work plan and budget both run through June 2023 and do not contain time or funding allocated to 
plan amendments. This is because the Gorge Commission just completed its periodic revision of the 
Management Plan last year. The current biennial work plan and budget focus on carrying out the 
newly revised plan rather than amending it. 
 
The Gorge Commission considers its work plan for a biennium based on that biennium’s approved 
budget and correspondingly the Gorge Commission’s budget must also explain how the Gorge 
Commission intends to use its funding (i.e., the Gorge Commission’s priorities). The next workplan 
will be based on the Gorge Commission’s 2023–2025 biennium budget after the states of Oregon 
and Washington approve that budget, which will be in late spring 2023. The Gorge Commission will 
begin considering its budget narrative that explains how it intends to allocate its funding in early 
2022, likely at its January meeting. 



http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf

http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf
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We invite you to participate in meetings where the Commission discusses its budget priorities, at 
which you may request that the Commission consider allocating time to consider plan amendments 
in its 2023-2025 budget and work plan. If you are not already on the Gorge Commission’s mailing 
list to receive notices of meetings and other Gorge Commission activities by email, please let me 
know and I will add you to that mailing list. 
 
At this time, we are not scheduling pre-application meetings for plan amendment or reviewing 
information about possible plan amendments. Anything you send us will be held in a file, but not 
acted on until the Gorge Commission’s work plan and budget allocate time and money for 
considering plan amendments. 
 
You mentioned during our phone call yesterday morning that you may be contacting an attorney to 
assist you with amending the Management Plan. If you do so, your attorney is welcome to contact 
the Gorge Commission’s legal counsel, Jeff Litwak, at jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org, or at 509-
493-3323, ext. 222. 
 
I hope this letter answers your questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aiden Forsi 
Land Use Planner, Columbia River Gorge Commission 
aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 
509-493-3323, ext. 225 
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Aiden Forsi


From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 27, 2021 11:08 AM
To: Aiden Forsi
Subject: Re: Regarding your request for Gorge Commission plan amendment


Hello Aiden, 
 
Thank you for your response. However, the letter attached in your email dated 26 Aug 2021 does not accurately reflect 
the request, context, or situation and does not look at all of the rules and regulations governing the Gorge Commission. 
We will get more information together to submit in the coming weeks to clarify.  
 
 
Best regards 
 
‐Erwin 
 
On Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 3:43 PM Aiden Forsi <aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org> wrote: 


Mr. Haglund, 


  


Please see the attached letter regarding your request for a plan amendment, subject to Commission Rule 350‐50. 


  


Aiden Forsi (he/him) 


Land Use Planner 


  


Columbia River Gorge Commission | gorgecommission.org 


57 Wauna Ave 


PO Box 730  


White Salmon, WA 98672 


t: (509) 493-3323, ext. 225 


c: (509) 940-7739 


e: aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 


Learn more about the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
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Aiden Forsi


From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, November 5, 2021 4:48 PM
To: Eric Walker
Cc: Aiden Forsi
Subject: Re: Gorge 2020 Review Process


Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged


Hello Mr. Walker, 
 
 
I am confused about the County and Gorge Commission taking away our building rights while not giving us due process, 
adequate time to prepare, and a chance to participate in the process. We were approached in 2015 by the Hood River 
County Parks and Rec District trying to find a public solution to the bottleneck and safety issues in Post Canyon. Since 
then, we have tried multiple agencies including the County for a trade for something out of town. We have talked about 
three options, the last of which is about 63 logged acres out in Dee with two building sites for out 50 forested acres and 
seven legal parcels in Post. Part of this agreement was we had to agree to donate the excess value of Post based on a 
forest for forest appraisal. In reaching the details of the last proposal, we met with a County Planning Commissioner, 
who got us in touch with a County Commissioner, who got us in touch with the County Administrator, who got us in 
touch with you, the County Planning Director, who got us in touch with the County Forester. These meetings ranged 
from 1.5 to 3 hours each and we asked questions of the top officials like "is there anything you don't like about this 
proposal" "take a look at this map and show me with a sharpie what would work for you". We have been denied 
participation multiple times in a row at public meetings. I don't understand how we can attend the County 
Commissioner meeting in person and still have the audio scrambled, how we can call the Gorge Commission and get a 
bogus password denying us entry to the meeting, how I can call into the last County Commissioner meeting on my 
landline (which I've never had any problems with) and have the audio scrambled again.... after I specifically said in an 
email to Heidi "When I attended in person in Aug, the audio was scrambled, are all of the bugs worked out of the 
system?".  
It's very clear based on the Gorge Commissions current management plan that our property shall be zoned F3.  
 
(PART II‐Land Use Designations,  II‐2‐4) 
  "C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they:  
 (1) Contain lands in the non‐industrial ownership class that occur in smaller tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger), 
have organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre per year or more of 
merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded by other lands in the same ownership class or lands devoted to 
nonforest uses."  
 
The definition of "shall" according to article 75 of the County zoning ordinance, page 29  
"(153)Shall: Action is mandatory."  
which is an identical copy to the definition of "shall" in the Gorge Commissions management plan, page glossary 18. 
 
We spoke with two elected officials about this F3 paragraph and within three days when I referenced GIS again, the links 
for fire protection district and water districts were disabled on the County's GIS website. They were later brought back 
after an email and verbal communication. 
 
We clearly meet all of the F3 requirements and none of the F2 (except one that is common to both). It is also clear based 
on the County's zoning ordinance article 75 page 138 that we should be able to build on every legal lot, provided we 
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dissolved one into the others leaving us 5‐8ac lots and 1‐10ac lot (through a replatt so we can meet the setback 
requirements and give people some room). Could the Gorge Commission and County please show us other F2 zoned 
land in Klickitat, Wasco, or Hood River County and why that land is Zoned accordingly? 
 
Hood River County zoning article 75, page 138 
  "(b) On lands designated Small Woodland, one single‐family dwelling on a legally created parcel upon the parcel's 
enrollment in Oregon's forest assessment program. Upon a showing that a parcel cannot qualify, a parcel is entitled to 
one single‐family dwelling. In either case, the location of a dwelling shall comply with Sections 300 and 310. A 
declaration shall be signed by the landowner and recorded into county deeds and records specifying that the owners, 
successors, heirs and assigns of the subject parcel are aware that adjacent and nearby operators are entitled to carry on 
accepted farm or forest practices on lands designated Commercial Forest Land, Large or Small Woodland, or Large‐Scale 
or Small‐Scale Agriculture." 
 
We have started the process of properly zoning our small section in Hood River County. We started with you, the County 
Planning Director who sent us to the Gorge Commission. We have officially requested correct zoning at each level in 
accordance with  
The County's article 75 
  "035. Plan Amendment (1) Pursuant to provisions in Section 6 (h) and the Management Plan, Chapter 1 Gorge 
Commission Role, the Gorge Commission may amend the Management Plan, including land use and zoning designations 
and ordinances, upon application by any person or upon its own motion, if it determines that conditions within the 
Scenic Area have changed significantly since adoption of the Management Plan. Plan amendments must be consistent 
with the Scenic Area Act and other provisions of the Plan.   
 
and the Gorge Management plan page  IV‐1‐1 (amendment of the management plan) states 
 
 " 1. The Gorge Commission may amend the Management Plan, upon application by any person or upon its own motion, 
if it determines that conditions within the Scenic Area have changed significantly since adoption of the Management 
Plan. Plan amendments must be consistent with the Scenic Area Act and other provisions of the plan." 
 
Under both sets of rules, "any person" has the right to initiate the process and in another section it talks about an 
amendment due to mistakes like our zoning. We received a letter back from the Gorge Commission mischaracterizing 
our simple verbal request and citing lots of red tape and budget/time constraints. This is our official notice again to the 
County and Columbia River Gorge Commission that we (my neighbors and I) would like to request F3 zoning for all of our 
small section of currently zoned F2 property for the above reasons. I would like to do a replatt, and end up with 6 legal 
building lots as described above. Completely within the Columbia River Gorge management plans zoning criteria. 
 
The Gorge Commission has a huge tax payer funded budget, and it's frustrating that small landowners have to hire 
attorneys to encourage the Commission to follow its own rules, clearly it has little oversight. 
 
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission‐operations/budgets/ 
 
We were only recently made aware of the proposed changes. One of my neighbors lives in Alaska and another in 
Arizona, how was public involvement in accordance with the Gorge Management plan page  IV‐1‐7 supposed to be 
achieved sooner in the process if no measure 56 type notice was sent out from the Gorge Commission years earlier? In 
our opinion, all private landowners affected by proposed changes should have got proper notice years earlier. 
 
http://hrccd.co.hood‐river.or.us/images/uploads/documents/gorge_2020_m56_notice_8.2021.pdf 
 
Which leaves us little time to correct the zoning and submit complete applications, especially since everything is shut 
down (including the Gorge Commissions office for the last year and a half). Given the circumstances, circumstances, and 
circumstances, we strongly urge you, the County Planning Director, County Planning Commission, County 
Commissioners, and the Columbia Gorge Commission (and staff) to consider waiting to approve new restrictions on our 
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land. This has clearly been a targeted assault on our property value due to the extremely high recreation value, the fact 
that it is already subdivided, and proximity to Hood River. We saw a Columbia Gorge Commission employee trespassing 
on our property after it was shut down this spring. She went through the "No Trespassing" signs and we encountered 
her between our two bridges. We are disappointed about many aspects of this so far and look forward to presenting a 
lot more evidence. 
 
Once again, this is written notice that we are requesting to apply for and under F3 zoning, is there a time we can meet 
both the County and Gorge Commission for a Pre‐application conference please? 
 
 
 
541 993 5280 
(Tx or calls work best due to schedule) 
 
 
On Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 1:45 PM Eric Walker <eric.walker@co.hood‐river.or.us> wrote: 


Good afternoon Erwin. 


  


I just wanted to make sure that you received the County’s notice of the upcoming public hearings related to the 
County’s required adoption of the Gorge 2020 updates approved by the Gorge Commission last year. If not, attached is 
a copy of the notice that was mailed out on August 11th. If all goes well, I would expect the revisions to be adopted by 
the Board of Commissioners on November 15, 2021 or soon thereafter, but will not likely go into effect until after the 
Gorge Commission acknowledges the County’s amended ordinance, which likely would not happen until sometime 
after the first of next year. 


  


Please let me know if you have any questions. 


  


Thanks, Eric  


  


County Community Development Director 


601 State Street, Hood River, OR  97031 


(541) 387-6840 – Phone  


(541) 387-6873 – Fax  


eric.walker@co.hood-river.or.us  
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Aiden Forsi


From: Eric Walker <eric.walker@co.hood-river.or.us>
Sent: Wednesday, November 10, 2021 1:39 PM
To: Corina Haglund
Cc: Aiden Forsi
Subject: RE: Gorge 2020 Review Process


Good afternoon Erwin. 
 
I am sorry for not responding to your email sooner. 
 
I read your email and appreciate your intentions and many of your comments. As we’ve discussed previously, Hood 
River County has no authority and little influence when it comes to rezoning property within the National Scenic Area, 
even within its own boundary. If you doubt that, just look at how many revisions the Gorge Commission made that were 
proposed by the County during the Gorge 2020 process. I state that, not as a criticism of the Gorge Commission 
(especially their staff), just as a factual statement that the vision of the Gorge Commission doesn’t align with the 
County’s vision in a number of ways.  
 
As mentioned previously, the Gorge Commission has also recently developed a number of policies that support stricter 
limits on residential development on certain forest designated lands. Consequently, I think that convincing them that 
your property is better suited as being zoned F‐3, which will increase development opportunities, instead of keeping it F‐
2 after +25 years of being zoned that way would be challenging. It seems like that fight should have happened at the 
time it was originally zoned. Nonetheless, I would encourage you to continue to work with the Gorge Commission to see 
if they would be willing to consider a plan amendment to rezone your property as suggested. This is the only way that I 
am aware of to achieve the zoning you desire.  
 
In the meantime, as we have also discussed, you still have the option of applying for a dwelling based on your property’s 
current F‐2 zoning. I do not expect the new regulations to go into effect for another couple months. I truly believe this 
your best opportunity to obtain a dwelling on your tract, although I can provide no guarantees. 
 
As for your request for another meeting, I really do not think I have anything more to add to the conversation. I spoke 
with Aiden Forsi with the Gorge Commission this morning and he confirmed the process we discussed previously for 
initiating a plan amendment. If you are looking for County support, that would need to come from the County Board of 
Commissioners. As the Community Development Director, I can give the Board suggestions, but have no authority to 
give out recommendations on their behalf. 
 
I am sorry that I cannot be of further assistance. 
 
Eric Walker 
 
County Community Development Director 
601 State Street, Hood River, OR  97031 
(541) 387-6840 – Phone  
(541) 387-6873 – Fax  
eric.walker@co.hood-river.or.us  
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From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 5, 2021 4:48 PM 
To: Eric Walker <eric.walker@co.hood‐river.or.us> 
Cc: Aiden Forsi <aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org> 
Subject: Re: Gorge 2020 Review Process 
 
Hello Mr. Walker, 
 
 
I am confused about the County and Gorge Commission taking away our building rights while not giving us due process, 
adequate time to prepare, and a chance to participate in the process. We were approached in 2015 by the Hood River 
County Parks and Rec District trying to find a public solution to the bottleneck and safety issues in Post Canyon. Since 
then, we have tried multiple agencies including the County for a trade for something out of town. We have talked about 
three options, the last of which is about 63 logged acres out in Dee with two building sites for out 50 forested acres and 
seven legal parcels in Post. Part of this agreement was we had to agree to donate the excess value of Post based on a 
forest for forest appraisal. In reaching the details of the last proposal, we met with a County Planning Commissioner, 
who got us in touch with a County Commissioner, who got us in touch with the County Administrator, who got us in 
touch with you, the County Planning Director, who got us in touch with the County Forester. These meetings ranged 
from 1.5 to 3 hours each and we asked questions of the top officials like "is there anything you don't like about this 
proposal" "take a look at this map and show me with a sharpie what would work for you". We have been denied 
participation multiple times in a row at public meetings. I don't understand how we can attend the County 
Commissioner meeting in person and still have the audio scrambled, how we can call the Gorge Commission and get a 
bogus password denying us entry to the meeting, how I can call into the last County Commissioner meeting on my 
landline (which I've never had any problems with) and have the audio scrambled again.... after I specifically said in an 
email to Heidi "When I attended in person in Aug, the audio was scrambled, are all of the bugs worked out of the 
system?".  
It's very clear based on the Gorge Commissions current management plan that our property shall be zoned F3.  
 
(PART II‐Land Use Designations,  II‐2‐4) 
  "C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they:  
 (1) Contain lands in the non‐industrial ownership class that occur in smaller tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger), 
have organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre per year or more of 
merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded by other lands in the same ownership class or lands devoted to 
nonforest uses."  
 
The definition of "shall" according to article 75 of the County zoning ordinance, page 29  
"(153)Shall: Action is mandatory."  
which is an identical copy to the definition of "shall" in the Gorge Commissions management plan, page glossary 18. 
 
We spoke with two elected officials about this F3 paragraph and within three days when I referenced GIS again, the links 
for fire protection district and water districts were disabled on the County's GIS website. They were later brought back 
after an email and verbal communication. 
 
We clearly meet all of the F3 requirements and none of the F2 (except one that is common to both). It is also clear based 
on the County's zoning ordinance article 75 page 138 that we should be able to build on every legal lot, provided we 
dissolved one into the others leaving us 5‐8ac lots and 1‐10ac lot (through a replatt so we can meet the setback 
requirements and give people some room). Could the Gorge Commission and County please show us other F2 zoned 
land in Klickitat, Wasco, or Hood River County and why that land is Zoned accordingly? 
 
Hood River County zoning article 75, page 138 
  "(b) On lands designated Small Woodland, one single‐family dwelling on a legally created parcel upon the parcel's 
enrollment in Oregon's forest assessment program. Upon a showing that a parcel cannot qualify, a parcel is entitled to 
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one single‐family dwelling. In either case, the location of a dwelling shall comply with Sections 300 and 310. A 
declaration shall be signed by the landowner and recorded into county deeds and records specifying that the owners, 
successors, heirs and assigns of the subject parcel are aware that adjacent and nearby operators are entitled to carry on 
accepted farm or forest practices on lands designated Commercial Forest Land, Large or Small Woodland, or Large‐Scale 
or Small‐Scale Agriculture." 
 
We have started the process of properly zoning our small section in Hood River County. We started with you, the County 
Planning Director who sent us to the Gorge Commission. We have officially requested correct zoning at each level in 
accordance with  
The County's article 75 
  "035. Plan Amendment (1) Pursuant to provisions in Section 6 (h) and the Management Plan, Chapter 1 Gorge 
Commission Role, the Gorge Commission may amend the Management Plan, including land use and zoning designations 
and ordinances, upon application by any person or upon its own motion, if it determines that conditions within the 
Scenic Area have changed significantly since adoption of the Management Plan. Plan amendments must be consistent 
with the Scenic Area Act and other provisions of the Plan.   
 
and the Gorge Management plan page  IV‐1‐1 (amendment of the management plan) states 
 
 " 1. The Gorge Commission may amend the Management Plan, upon application by any person or upon its own motion, 
if it determines that conditions within the Scenic Area have changed significantly since adoption of the Management 
Plan. Plan amendments must be consistent with the Scenic Area Act and other provisions of the plan." 
 
Under both sets of rules, "any person" has the right to initiate the process and in another section it talks about an 
amendment due to mistakes like our zoning. We received a letter back from the Gorge Commission mischaracterizing 
our simple verbal request and citing lots of red tape and budget/time constraints. This is our official notice again to the 
County and Columbia River Gorge Commission that we (my neighbors and I) would like to request F3 zoning for all of our 
small section of currently zoned F2 property for the above reasons. I would like to do a replatt, and end up with 6 legal 
building lots as described above. Completely within the Columbia River Gorge management plans zoning criteria. 
 
The Gorge Commission has a huge tax payer funded budget, and it's frustrating that small landowners have to hire 
attorneys to encourage the Commission to follow its own rules, clearly it has little oversight. 
 
http://www.gorgecommission.org/commission‐operations/budgets/ 
 
We were only recently made aware of the proposed changes. One of my neighbors lives in Alaska and another in 
Arizona, how was public involvement in accordance with the Gorge Management plan page  IV‐1‐7 supposed to be 
achieved sooner in the process if no measure 56 type notice was sent out from the Gorge Commission years earlier? In 
our opinion, all private landowners affected by proposed changes should have got proper notice years earlier. 
 
http://hrccd.co.hood‐river.or.us/images/uploads/documents/gorge_2020_m56_notice_8.2021.pdf 
 
Which leaves us little time to correct the zoning and submit complete applications, especially since everything is shut 
down (including the Gorge Commissions office for the last year and a half). Given the circumstances, circumstances, and 
circumstances, we strongly urge you, the County Planning Director, County Planning Commission, County 
Commissioners, and the Columbia Gorge Commission (and staff) to consider waiting to approve new restrictions on our 
land. This has clearly been a targeted assault on our property value due to the extremely high recreation value, the fact 
that it is already subdivided, and proximity to Hood River. We saw a Columbia Gorge Commission employee trespassing 
on our property after it was shut down this spring. She went through the "No Trespassing" signs and we encountered 
her between our two bridges. We are disappointed about many aspects of this so far and look forward to presenting a 
lot more evidence. 
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Once again, this is written notice that we are requesting to apply for and under F3 zoning, is there a time we can meet 
both the County and Gorge Commission for a Pre‐application conference please? 
 
 
 
541 993 5280 
(Tx or calls work best due to schedule) 
 
 
On Sun, Sep 12, 2021 at 1:45 PM Eric Walker <eric.walker@co.hood‐river.or.us> wrote: 


Good afternoon Erwin. 


  


I just wanted to make sure that you received the County’s notice of the upcoming public hearings related to the 
County’s required adoption of the Gorge 2020 updates approved by the Gorge Commission last year. If not, attached is 
a copy of the notice that was mailed out on August 11th. If all goes well, I would expect the revisions to be adopted by 
the Board of Commissioners on November 15, 2021 or soon thereafter, but will not likely go into effect until after the 
Gorge Commission acknowledges the County’s amended ordinance, which likely would not happen until sometime 
after the first of next year. 


  


Please let me know if you have any questions. 


  


Thanks, Eric  


  


County Community Development Director 


601 State Street, Hood River, OR  97031 


(541) 387-6840 – Phone  


(541) 387-6873 – Fax  


eric.walker@co.hood-river.or.us  
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Aiden Forsi


From: Aiden Forsi
Sent: Wednesday, November 17, 2021 3:36 PM
To: postcanyonfarms@gmail.com
Subject: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission
Attachments: 20210826 Letter to Erwin Haglund.pdf


Erwin, 
 
We received your email over the weekend about your request for a Plan Amendment. As we said in our letter to you in 
late August, the Gorge Commission needs to include staff time for a Plan Amendment in its work plan before we can 
schedule a pre‐application conference. (We have included that letter as an attachment, for reference.) We suggested 
that you participate in the Gorge Commission meetings when the Commission discusses its work plan, and you did so at 
the Gorge Commission meeting last week.  
 
The Gorge Commission is scheduled to finalize its 2022 work plan at its December 14, 2021 meeting. We will prepare an 
update to our staff report on the work plan that will summarize your request to the Commission. We do not know at this 
point whether the staff report will recommend your plan amendment. We again suggest you provide comment during 
that part of the meeting. The agenda and meeting materials should be available on our website by December 7. We 
suggest that you contact Connie Acker by no later than December 9 to ensure that you have the information you need to 
join the Commission meeting. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Aiden Forsi (he/him) 
Land Use Planner 
  
Columbia River Gorge Commission | gorgecommission.org 
57 Wauna Ave 
PO Box 730  
White Salmon, WA 98672 
t: (509) 493-3323, ext. 225 
c: (509) 940-7739 
e: aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 
Learn more about the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
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Aiden Forsi


From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 10:10 PM
To: Aiden Forsi; Eric Walker; Krystyna Wolniakowski; Jeff Litwak
Subject: Re: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission
Attachments: Post Fire District.png; Water District map for Post.png; County address for Post.png; 20210826 Letter 


to Erwin Haglund.pdf


Hello Mr. Forsi, Mr. Walker, Mr. Litwak, and Ms. Wolniakowski, 
 
The Gorge Commission is refusing to follow the current management plan when it comes to correct zoning for our 
property in Hood River County. We were not given notification of the Gorge 2020 planned changes until our measure 56 
notice from the County this Sept (2021), over the summer we were denied multiple times to participate at both 
the County and Gorge Commission level (we have a log of dates, times, and content).  
 
Current management plan states 
"PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  
The Gorge Commission believes that timely and appropriate public involvement is key to the long‐range success of the 
Scenic Area Act. The purpose of the goals and policies in this chapter is to ensure a formal ongoing public involvement 
program."   
(Please see further detail in the management plan, too long) 
 
 
The Gorge Commission has targeted my neighbors and I (some of whom live out of state in AZ and AK) without just 
cause, proper notice, and denied us participation, while at the same time going on the offensive to take away our rights 
and trying to bury us in partial truths and bureaucratic red tape (like Mr Forsi's letter). We have a long record of trying to 
reach a reasonable solution with the County (last offer of 63 logged acres out in Dee). We are curious what 
Ms Wolniakowski employee would say in a deposition regarding why she was trespassing on our property with her 
friend and dog after we put up almost 30 "No Trespassing" signs and rolls of flagging early this summer (we spoke with 
them between the two bridges on our place). How would the Gorge Commission defend current incorrect F2 zoning to a 
jury based on the current management plan requirements? "Shall" means "action mandatory" according to both sets of 
rules and supersedes the minor Commission rule cited in Mr. Forsis letter, also, we are not asking for a "plan 
amendment" but rather for the Commission to follow its current "management plan". The Gorge Commission director 
has the authority to fix this under existing rules.   
 
Current management plan states 
  "C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they:  
 (1) Contain lands in the non‐industrial ownership class that occur in smaller tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger), 
have organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre per year or more of 
merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded by other lands in the same ownership class or lands devoted to 
nonforest uses. "   
 
 
And it is clear that according to the County's current adopted plan (article 75), we are entitled to build on every legal lot 
(with no strings attached) provided we meet the setbacks.  
"  (b) On lands designated Small Woodland, one single‐family dwelling on a legally created parcel upon the parcel's 
enrollment in Oregon's forest assessment program. Upon a showing that a parcel cannot qualify, a parcel is entitled to 
one single‐family dwelling. In either case, the location of a dwelling shall comply with Sections 300 and 310. A 
declaration shall be signed by the landowner and recorded into county deeds and records specifying that the owners, 
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successors, heirs and assigns of the subject parcel are aware that adjacent and nearby operators are entitled to carry on 
accepted farm or forest practices on lands designated Commercial Forest Land, Large or Small Woodland, or Large‐Scale 
or Small‐Scale Agriculture." 
 
There are also other aspects to this like Covid and everything associated. 
 
Like we have said before, we are respectfully asking the Commission and Directors to not approve more targeted 
restrictions on our property this coming summer. We are asking the Gorge Commission to forward our concerns to the 
Secretary of Ag and we are requesting him not to approve this flawed amendment under these flawed circumstances. 
We are asking for the Commission to please follow the current management plan and allow us to apply for a replatt and 
six dwellings under what should be F3 zoning as discussed with Mr. Walker and Mr. Forsi. We also don't understand how 
our property (seven legal parcels dating back to 1910) can be reduced significantly in value down to one dwelling total 
without compensation? We heard the Commission has been working on this plan for almost four years? We are 
requesting that amount of time from the date the County sent out the Measure 56 notice this fall to resolve these 
issues. We would like to participate in the process. The only reason we have not developed our property yet is the fact 
that we have been trying to work with public officials to find a community minded solution (they approached us first 
back in 2015 due to the high recreation value) and we feel betrayed that they have taken the "eminent domain" 
approach instead of good faith negotiations.  
 
We would also like to request that the Gorge Commission assess "civil penalties" against itself for not following the 
current management plan and we would like to appeal the current direction of Gorge 2020 in accordance with the 
current management plan in addition to seeking reimbursement for our rising attorney fees. Mr Forsi has said 
something along the lines of "it's been like that for a long time" in reference to the current zoning and this experience 
highlights why individuals have a hard time correcting these types of issues sooner. 
 
Current management plan states 
"CIVIL PENALTIES  
Congress authorized the Gorge Commission to assess a civil penalty in order to prevent violations of the Management 
Plan, a county ordinance, or any Gorge Commission order or implementation measure.  
Policies 1. The Gorge Commission shall adopt rules to implement the requirements of the Scenic Area Act related to 
enforcement after consultation with the Secretary, the counties, and the Indian tribes and only after public hearings." 
 
Current management plan states 
"APPEALS TO THE GORGE COMMISSION  
Congress authorized persons and entities to appeal decisions relating to the implementation of the Scenic Area Act. 
Policies 1. The Gorge Commission shall adopt rules to implement the appeals provisions in the Scenic Area Act after 
consultation with the Secretary, the counties, and the Indian tribes and only after public hearings."    
 
Our main concerns were recently brought up at the Nov 9th Gorge Commission meeting (min 9) 
 http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/audio/11.09.21_‐_E.mp3 
 
And at the County Commission meeting on Nov 15th 
http://216.110.201.232/rpc/cat/CountyShared/2021%20Recordings/BOC%20Meetings.2021/11.15.2021%20BOC%20Me
eting%20Recording.mp4 
(We appreciate the commissions allowing us participation in these later meetings) 
 
(Please see attachments showing our property meets all F3 zoning criteria and none of the F2, except one common to 
both) 
 
This fight was brought to us out of the blue, we did not go looking for it. Does anyone see a way to resolve these issues 
without going to Federal Court to enforce the current Management Plan? The Federal Act has power that goes both 
ways and the Columbia River Gorge Commission continues to be in clear violation. 
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‐Thank you 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
On Wed, Nov 17, 2021 at 3:35 PM Aiden Forsi <aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org> wrote: 


Erwin, 


  


We received your email over the weekend about your request for a Plan Amendment. As we said in our letter to you in 
late August, the Gorge Commission needs to include staff time for a Plan Amendment in its work plan before we can 
schedule a pre‐application conference. (We have included that letter as an attachment, for reference.) We suggested 
that you participate in the Gorge Commission meetings when the Commission discusses its work plan, and you did so at 
the Gorge Commission meeting last week.  


  


The Gorge Commission is scheduled to finalize its 2022 work plan at its December 14, 2021 meeting. We will prepare an 
update to our staff report on the work plan that will summarize your request to the Commission. We do not know at 
this point whether the staff report will recommend your plan amendment. We again suggest you provide comment 
during that part of the meeting. The agenda and meeting materials should be available on our website by December 7. 
We suggest that you contact Connie Acker by no later than December 9 to ensure that you have the information you 
need to join the Commission meeting. 


  


Please let us know if you have any questions. 


  


Aiden Forsi (he/him) 


Land Use Planner 


  


Columbia River Gorge Commission | gorgecommission.org 


57 Wauna Ave 


PO Box 730  


White Salmon, WA 98672 


t: (509) 493-3323, ext. 225 
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c: (509) 940-7739 


e: aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 


Learn more about the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
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Aiden Forsi


From: Connie Acker
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2021 8:18 AM
To: Aiden Forsi
Subject: FW: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission
Attachments: Post Fire District.png; Water District map for Post.png; County address for Post.png; Hood River 


zoning.png; 20210826 Letter to Erwin Haglund.pdf


Hey Aiden, 


I forwarded this to Krystyna but forgot to copy you as well. 


Connie	L.	Acker	
Administrative Analyst 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
Cell: 509.774.7263 


From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 19, 2021 10:51 PM 
To: Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>; Jeff Litwak <jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission 


Hello Connie (and Jeff), 


We would like to request 60 to 90 min of time to speak at the next Commissioner meeting (Dec14th) to discuss items 
listed below. Can you please send us the time, call number, and any passwords required? We are requesting to apply 
with Hood River County under F3 rules in accordance with the current management plan before the rules are changed. 
We have gotten almost no notice and we are requesting this be addressed sooner than later. We are happy to meet with 
your attorney ahead of time to answer any questions and present information to better inform the Commissioners (pre 
meeting) in hopes of having a fruitful discussion. 


‐Thank you 


‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Nov 18, 2021 at 10:10 PM 
Subject: Re: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission 
To: Aiden Forsi <aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org>, Eric Walker <eric.walker@co.hood‐river.or.us>, 
<krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>, <jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org> 


Hello Mr. Forsi, Mr. Walker, Mr. Litwak, and Ms. Wolniakowski, 


The Gorge Commission is refusing to follow the current management plan when it comes to correct zoning for our 
property in Hood River County. We were not given notification of the Gorge 2020 planned changes until our measure 56 
notice from the County this Sept (2021), over the summer we were denied multiple times to participate at both 
the County and Gorge Commission level (we have a log of dates, times, and content).  
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Current management plan states 
"PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  
The Gorge Commission believes that timely and appropriate public involvement is key to the long‐range success of the 
Scenic Area Act. The purpose of the goals and policies in this chapter is to ensure a formal ongoing public involvement 
program."   
(Please see further detail in the management plan, too long) 
 
 
The Gorge Commission has targeted my neighbors and I (some of whom live out of state in AZ and AK) without just 
cause, proper notice, and denied us participation, while at the same time going on the offensive to take away our rights 
and trying to bury us in partial truths and bureaucratic red tape (like Mr Forsi's letter). We have a long record of trying to 
reach a reasonable solution with the County (last offer of 63 logged acres out in Dee). We are curious what 
Ms Wolniakowski employee would say in a deposition regarding why she was trespassing on our property with her 
friend and dog after we put up almost 30 "No Trespassing" signs and rolls of flagging early this summer (we spoke with 
them between the two bridges on our place). How would the Gorge Commission defend current incorrect F2 zoning to a 
jury based on the current management plan requirements? "Shall" means "action mandatory" according to both sets of 
rules and supersedes the minor Commission rule cited in Mr. Forsis letter, also, we are not asking for a "plan 
amendment" but rather for the Commission to follow its current "management plan". The Gorge Commission director 
has the authority to fix this under existing rules.   
 
Current management plan states 
  "C. Blocks of forest land shall be designated as Small Woodland if they:  
 (1) Contain lands in the non‐industrial ownership class that occur in smaller tracts (predominantly 20 acres or larger), 
have organized structural fire protection services, are capable of growing 50 cubic feet per acre per year or more of 
merchantable tree species, and are generally bounded by other lands in the same ownership class or lands devoted to 
nonforest uses. "   
 
 
And it is clear that according to the County's current adopted plan (article 75), we are entitled to build on every legal lot 
(with no strings attached) provided we meet the setbacks.  
"  (b) On lands designated Small Woodland, one single‐family dwelling on a legally created parcel upon the parcel's 
enrollment in Oregon's forest assessment program. Upon a showing that a parcel cannot qualify, a parcel is entitled to 
one single‐family dwelling. In either case, the location of a dwelling shall comply with Sections 300 and 310. A 
declaration shall be signed by the landowner and recorded into county deeds and records specifying that the owners, 
successors, heirs and assigns of the subject parcel are aware that adjacent and nearby operators are entitled to carry on 
accepted farm or forest practices on lands designated Commercial Forest Land, Large or Small Woodland, or Large‐Scale 
or Small‐Scale Agriculture." 
 
There are also other aspects to this like Covid and everything associated. 
 
Like we have said before, we are respectfully asking the Commission and Directors to not approve more targeted 
restrictions on our property this coming summer. We are asking the Gorge Commission to forward our concerns to the 
Secretary of Ag and we are requesting him not to approve this flawed amendment under these flawed circumstances. 
We are asking for the Commission to please follow the current management plan and allow us to apply for a replatt and 
six dwellings under what should be F3 zoning as discussed with Mr. Walker and Mr. Forsi. We also don't understand how 
our property (seven legal parcels dating back to 1910) can be reduced significantly in value down to one dwelling total 
without compensation? We heard the Commission has been working on this plan for almost four years? We are 
requesting that amount of time from the date the County sent out the Measure 56 notice this fall to resolve these 
issues. We would like to participate in the process. The only reason we have not developed our property yet is the fact 
that we have been trying to work with public officials to find a community minded solution (they approached us first 
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back in 2015 due to the high recreation value) and we feel betrayed that they have taken the "eminent domain" 
approach instead of good faith negotiations.  
 
We would also like to request that the Gorge Commission assess "civil penalties" against itself for not following the 
current management plan and we would like to appeal the current direction of Gorge 2020 in accordance with the 
current management plan in addition to seeking reimbursement for our rising attorney fees. Mr Forsi has said 
something along the lines of "it's been like that for a long time" in reference to the current zoning and this experience 
highlights why individuals have a hard time correcting these types of issues sooner. 
 
Current management plan states 
"CIVIL PENALTIES  
Congress authorized the Gorge Commission to assess a civil penalty in order to prevent violations of the Management 
Plan, a county ordinance, or any Gorge Commission order or implementation measure.  
Policies 1. The Gorge Commission shall adopt rules to implement the requirements of the Scenic Area Act related to 
enforcement after consultation with the Secretary, the counties, and the Indian tribes and only after public hearings." 
 
Current management plan states 
"APPEALS TO THE GORGE COMMISSION  
Congress authorized persons and entities to appeal decisions relating to the implementation of the Scenic Area Act. 
Policies 1. The Gorge Commission shall adopt rules to implement the appeals provisions in the Scenic Area Act after 
consultation with the Secretary, the counties, and the Indian tribes and only after public hearings."    
 
Our main concerns were recently brought up at the Nov 9th Gorge Commission meeting (min 9) 
 http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/audio/11.09.21_‐_E.mp3 
 
And at the County Commission meeting on Nov 15th 
http://216.110.201.232/rpc/cat/CountyShared/2021%20Recordings/BOC%20Meetings.2021/11.15.2021%20BOC%20Me
eting%20Recording.mp4 
(We appreciate the commissions allowing us participation in these later meetings) 
 
(Please see attachments showing our property meets all F3 zoning criteria and none of the F2, except one common to 
both) 
 
This fight was brought to us out of the blue, we did not go looking for it. Does anyone see a way to resolve these issues 
without going to Federal Court to enforce the current Management Plan? The Federal Act has power that goes both 
ways and the Columbia River Gorge Commission continues to be in clear violation. 
 
 
‐Thank you 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
On Wed, Nov 17, 2021 at 3:35 PM Aiden Forsi <aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org> wrote: 


Erwin, 
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We received your email over the weekend about your request for a Plan Amendment. As we said in our letter to you in 
late August, the Gorge Commission needs to include staff time for a Plan Amendment in its work plan before we can 
schedule a pre‐application conference. (We have included that letter as an attachment, for reference.) We suggested 
that you participate in the Gorge Commission meetings when the Commission discusses its work plan, and you did so at 
the Gorge Commission meeting last week.  


  


The Gorge Commission is scheduled to finalize its 2022 work plan at its December 14, 2021 meeting. We will prepare an 
update to our staff report on the work plan that will summarize your request to the Commission. We do not know at 
this point whether the staff report will recommend your plan amendment. We again suggest you provide comment 
during that part of the meeting. The agenda and meeting materials should be available on our website by December 7. 
We suggest that you contact Connie Acker by no later than December 9 to ensure that you have the information you 
need to join the Commission meeting. 


  


Please let us know if you have any questions. 


  


Aiden Forsi (he/him) 


Land Use Planner 
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November 30, 2021 
 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
c/o Krystyna Wolniakowski, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 730 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
 
RE: Revised National Scenic Area Ordinance 
 
Dear Ms. Wolniakowski: 
 
The Hood River County Board of Commissioners voted 4 to 1 on November 15, 2021, to amend the County 
Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with recent revisions to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Management Plan.  
 
Although the County has fulfilled its legal obligation to revise its National Scenic Area ordinance, the Board 
remains frustrated with how the Gorge 2020 process was conducted and the Gorge Commission’s ongoing 
disregard for public input received from County residents. As part of the commissioner’s deliberations on 
the ordinance, three primary frustrations were expressed: 
 
(1) Continued dissatisfaction with how the Gorge Commission ignored the County’s suggestions for 


improving the Management Plan. As part of the Gorge 2020 process, the County sought plan revisions 
that would help streamline processes, create efficiencies, and eliminate ambiguities wherever possible. 
No serious consideration of the County’s comments was given. As the Board reviewed the draft 
ordinance and considered the implications of the new rules, the adverse effects of some of these rules on 
both property owners within the Gorge and our staff became more evident. The Board requests that the 
Gorge Commission make it a priority to consider adopting the revisions proffered by our Planning staff 
the next time the Management Plan is amended.  
 


(2) Concerns about the lack of public notice and involvement in the Gorge 2020 process. Comments were 
received from landowners who had no idea that the regulations in the National Scenic Area were being 
amended until after receiving the County’s Measure 56 notice. At that point, the public’s ability to 
provide meaningful input was effectively eliminated unless they wanted to see more restrictive standards 
applied. The Board finds the Gorge Commission’s current approach of relying on Gorge counties, at 
least those on the Oregon side, to inform their landowners of pending plan revisions severely limits 
public input and undermines participation in the process. For all future plan revisions, the County would 
request that the Gorge Commission send notice to all property owners in the National Scenic Area so 
that their comments can be considered by the Gorge Commission before the regulations are actually 
adopted. Until this happens, accusations of being non-transparent and disinterested in hearing from those 
who will be most directly impacted by the revisions will continue.  


 


 
 
                                  
                               


Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
 


Jeff Hecksel, County Administrator 
 601 State Street ∙ Hood River, OR 97031∙ (541) 386-3970 ∙ FAX (541) 386-9392 


 


 
  COMMISSIONERS 


 
                       Michael Oates– Chair  


                                 Karen Joplin – District No. 1                        
                                  Arthur Babitz – District No. 2 


                                   Robert Benton– District No. 3 
                                Les Perkins – District No. 4 
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(3) Lack of due consideration for a viable plan amendment proposal. Erwin Haglund and Mark Beardsley, 


landowners within a 178-acre tract of land located west of Hood River that is zoned Large Woodland 
(G-F-2), testified to the County Planning Commission and Board that the area in which they own 
property was incorrectly zoned when the original Management Plan was adopted in 19921. Their written 
testimony included various findings of fact that seem to support their claim. The Board understands that 
the zoning of property is based on many factors, but given the size and configuration of the parcels 
involved, surrounding land use pattern, and presence within a rural fire protection district, the area 
appears more aligned with the designation policies for Small Woodland (G-F-3) found in the 
Management Plan than those for Large Woodland. For these and other reasons, determining whether the 
current G-F-2 zoning of this area is correct seems worthy of further investigation.  
 
According to Mr. Haglund, he approached your staff recently about applying for a plan amendment to 
redesignate the area in which his property is located from G-F-2 to G-F-3, but was told that no plan 
amendments were being considered now due to limited staff time and funding. He also approached the 
Gorge Commission during their last meeting requesting a similar proposal. Realizing that your current 
budget priorities for the next biennium are in the process of being considered, the Board would request 
that the Gorge Commission allocate time and staff resources to consider Mr. Haglund’s plan amendment 
request. 


 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. Oates, Chair 
Hood River County  
Board of Commissioners 
 
cc: Michael Mills, Hood River County Appointee, Gorge Commission (via email)  


 Jeff Hecksel, Administrator, Hood River County (via email) 
 Eric Walker, Director, Hood River County Community Development (via email) 


 
 


1  According to the Gorge Commission’s GIS WebMap, this area is the only place in Hood River County and on the Oregon side 
of the NSA zoned G-F-2. It is also only one of three areas within the entire National Scenic Area designated and zoned as such. 
The entire area is comprised of 19 tax lots (9 separate ownership tracts) ranging in size between approximately 1.44 and 24.49 
acres. A total of 4 homes currently exists in this area, which abuts other developed properties zoned Rural Residential (G-RR-5) 
and Small-Scale Agriculture (G-AG-2) to the east and Open Space (G-OS) to the west.   
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From: Connie Acker
To: Aiden Forsi; Joanna Kaiserman
Subject: FW: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission
Date: Thursday, December 2, 2021 3:26:12 PM
Attachments: Post Fire District.png


Water District map for Post.png
County address for Post.png
Hood River zoning.png
20210826 Letter to Erwin Haglund.pdf


Connie L. Acker
Administrative Analyst
Columbia River Gorge Commission
Cell: 509.774.7263


From: Corina Haglund <postcanyonfarms@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 2, 2021 3:24 PM
To: Connie Acker <connie.acker@gorgecommission.org>; Jeff Litwak
<jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org>
Cc: Krystyna Wolniakowski <krystyna.wolniakowski@gorgecommission.org>
Subject: Fwd: Plan Amendment request to Gorge Commission


Hello Connie (and Jeff)


I'm not sure your email dated Dec 1, 2021 answers any of the questions below. Can you please send 
me the walk in hours for the Columbia River Gorge Commission department? Could we please set up 
an appointment with your attorney and the director to discuss the Hood River County's BOC letter 
dated Nov 30th 2021? Once again, we are requesting a pre-application conference with the director 
and 60-90 min to discuss our incorrect zoning at the Dec 14th CRG Commissioner meeting. We are 
also requesting that the Corge Commission does not approve the Gorge 2020 plan and we would like 
Hood River County BOC's, my neighbors, and our concerns passed along to the Secretary of Ag. Can 
we appeal this now with your department and can you please inform us how to appeal it to the 
Secretary of Ag? We feel without discussions ahead of time, there won't be enough facts on the 
table to have an informed discussion. This continued stonewalling is just another example of how 
the Gorge Commission has been doing business and clearly targets my neighbors and I.


Note from CRGC Staff: We believe that the Dec 1, 2021 email referenced here was the email sent to 
Commissioners and the public containing the Commission's proposed Land Use Ordinance. Staff did 
not send an independent email to Mr. Haglund on Dec 1.



mailto:connie.acker@gorgecommission.org
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August 26, 2021 



 



Erwin Haglund 



PO Box 1228 



The Dalles, OR 97058 



 



 



Dear Mr. Haglund, 
  
Over the course of the last week, you contacted the Gorge Commission office to request an 
amendment to the Management Plan to redesignate your property in Hood River County from 
Large Woodland to Small Woodland. You received a copy of the Gorge Commission’s Rule for plan 
amendments (Commission Rule 350-50), which explains when and how the Gorge Commission 
considers plan amendments. If you need another copy of the Rule, you may download a copy from 
the Gorge Commission’s website, http://www.gorgecommission.org/images/uploads/pdfs/ 
Commission%20Rule%20350-50%2020110501.pdf. 
 
Commission Rule 350-50-020(1) explains that the section of the National Scenic Area Act that 
authorizes the Gorge Commission to amend the Management Plan (sec. 6(h) or 16 U.S.C. § 544d(h)) 
does not require the Gorge Commission to consider requests, or to consider requests within a 
particular time frame. In the Gorge Commission’s experience, plan amendments, such as yours that 
affect a small number of properties, require the Gorge Commission to allocate significant time and 
money for staff time, studies, inventories, and other resources to make a correct and defensible 
decision. 
 
Based on this experience, the Gorge Commission adopted Commission Rule 350-50-060(1) which 
specifies that the Gorge Commission will only consider plan amendments that it has allocated time 
and money for its biennial work plan and biennial budget. The Gorge Commission’s current biennial 
work plan and budget both run through June 2023 and do not contain time or funding allocated to 
plan amendments. This is because the Gorge Commission just completed its periodic revision of the 
Management Plan last year. The current biennial work plan and budget focus on carrying out the 
newly revised plan rather than amending it. 
 
The Gorge Commission considers its work plan for a biennium based on that biennium’s approved 
budget and correspondingly the Gorge Commission’s budget must also explain how the Gorge 
Commission intends to use its funding (i.e., the Gorge Commission’s priorities). The next workplan 
will be based on the Gorge Commission’s 2023–2025 biennium budget after the states of Oregon 
and Washington approve that budget, which will be in late spring 2023. The Gorge Commission will 
begin considering its budget narrative that explains how it intends to allocate its funding in early 
2022, likely at its January meeting. 
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We invite you to participate in meetings where the Commission discusses its budget priorities, at 
which you may request that the Commission consider allocating time to consider plan amendments 
in its 2023-2025 budget and work plan. If you are not already on the Gorge Commission’s mailing 
list to receive notices of meetings and other Gorge Commission activities by email, please let me 
know and I will add you to that mailing list. 
 
At this time, we are not scheduling pre-application meetings for plan amendment or reviewing 
information about possible plan amendments. Anything you send us will be held in a file, but not 
acted on until the Gorge Commission’s work plan and budget allocate time and money for 
considering plan amendments. 
 
You mentioned during our phone call yesterday morning that you may be contacting an attorney to 
assist you with amending the Management Plan. If you do so, your attorney is welcome to contact 
the Gorge Commission’s legal counsel, Jeff Litwak, at jeff.litwak@gorgecommission.org, or at 509-
493-3323, ext. 222. 
 
I hope this letter answers your questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aiden Forsi 
Land Use Planner, Columbia River Gorge Commission 
aiden.forsi@gorgecommission.org 
509-493-3323, ext. 225 
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8:15 a.m. (Begin Call/Sign-in Testing for Video and Audio Connections -- Please review CRGC Zoom 


Protocol) 
 


8:30 a.m. Call to Order and Roll 
 
8:35 a.m. Approval of January 11, 2022, Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
8:40 a.m. Land Acknowledgment 
 
8:45 a.m. Yakama Nation Word of the Day: Commissioner Jerry Meninick will share the Yakama Nation word 


of the day. 
 
8:50 a.m. Opportunity for Treaty Tribe Nations to Address Commission: As part of the Government-to-


Government consultation process, the Commission welcomes input from Treaty Tribe Nations on any 
issue on the agenda and any other matters. 


 
8:55 a.m. Public Comment* for items related to the National Scenic Area not on the agenda. 
 
9:05 a.m. Executive Director’s Report: Krystyna U. Wolniakowski and staff will provide updates on 


(Attachment A): 
• Counties’ Land Use Ordinances 
• ACCESS Database Replacement Project 
• Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) 
• Vital Sign Indicators 
• Revised Commission Priority Roadmap 


 
9:25 a.m. U.S. Forest Service NSA Manager’s Report: Donna Mickley/Casey Gatz will provide an update on 


Forest Service activities in the National Scenic Area. 
 
9:45 a.m. Action Item – Staff Report on Request to Consider Plan Amendment* (Attachment B):  Krystyna 


U. Wolniakowski will present a staff report describing Mr. Erwin Haglund’s request for changing the 
land use designation for his parcel in Hood River County. A change to the land use decision would 
require an amendment to the Management Plan. The Commission will consider whether to consider 
an application for a plan amendment.  


 
10:45 a.m.  BREAK 
 
11:00 a.m. Commission Training: Jeff Litwak will provide an introduction to the Columbia River Gorge 


National Scenic Area Act, intended to help orient recent appointees to the Gorge Commission to the 
unique planning and law in the National Scenic Area. 


 
11:30 a.m.  Other Business 
 
11:45 a.m. Adjourn 


 
NOTE:  The * indicates that public comment is welcome and is limited to 3 minutes. 
 


COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE COMMISSION 
AGENDA – February 8, 2022 


8:30 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. 
Meeting will take place via Zoom Webinar 


 







The times listed on the agenda are approximate.  The chair of the Commission reserves the opportunity to 
change the order and time of the items if earlier agenda items run long or to accommodate invited speakers’ 
schedules. 
 
Meeting materials are available on our website at: February 8, 2022, Gorge Commission Meeting 
 
GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Commission welcomes your input and offers the following guidelines for making your comments the most 
effective. If you wish to speak to the Commission during the public comment period or to address one of the agenda 
items marked for public input, please follow the Public Commission Meeting Protocol found on our website at: 
February 8, 2022, Gorge Commission Meeting 
 
Be courteous and professional. 
Your message is best received if it has a neutral and professional tone. 
Address the issues and facts that are of interest to you, not personalities.  
 
Effective use of public comment time.  
All speakers will be offered three (3) minutes to express their thoughts. The Chair may announce a change in a 
meeting’s time limits in order to keep the meeting on schedule.  
 
Plan your speaking points in advance to help ensure a clear message for the Commission to hear. The points you are 
making will have the most impact if you can ensure their accuracy. Organize your thoughts in the following manner: 
your Point, Reasoning, an Example of your point, and Summary of your point.  The Commission strives to use this 
P.R.E.S. model in its own discussions and will be listening for these parts of your message. 
 
Please be respectful of your time so that others may also have an opportunity to speak.  
 
Submitting written comments. 
If you would like your comments entered into the record, please email your written comments to 
PublicComment@gorgecommission.org before noon on February 7, 2022, to allow Commissioners adequate 
time to review your comments.   
 
Thank you again for commenting on issues important to you. We appreciate your interest in the future of the 
National Scenic Area and the time and thought you put into your comments. 
 



http://www.gorgecommission.org/meeting/february-2022-monthly-crgc-meeting
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