
To: Columbia River Gorge Commission    Date: February 9, 2021 
From: Dave Berger 
RE: Annual Klickitat River Clean-up 
 
It's a pleasure to be alive and be with you. 
 
By now, some of you have received John Grim's email (with photos)to WADFW regarding the trashing 
of the Klickitat  River in the Wild and Scenic section about 1 mile north the start of the Klickitat Trail 
by highway 14. Sadly, this is only part of the total mess (the worst part), most of which was left by 
people who fish. Substantial trash was found in several areas along the river. During the long fishing 
season, places we had cleaned received more and more trash as more people came. All a bit 
discouraging! 
 
Over the years the clean-up has been a positive experience with great volunteers like the Grim Family 
and Barbara Robinson, who always inspire, never give up, and volunteer to protect fish, wildlife and 
the community. Organizations, including Columbia River Keeper, the Klickitat Trail Conservancy, 
Washington State Parks, the U. S. Forest Service, Klickitat Trout Unlimited, Friends of the White 
Salmon River,  Friends of the Gorge, and the Lyle Council have helped with everything from supplying 
materials, to advertising for volunteers, to assisting with vehicles for refuse removal. During non -
clean-up times Klickitat Under Sherif Anderson has helped remove dumped garbage bags and racist 
graffiti, and is currently trying to remove a dumped heating oil tank, and find replacement soil for a tree 
that was excavated by some campers. One time, I met a retired Oregon State Parks ranger that came 
and removed other peoples trash on his own time, as commissioner Wainwright does. Another time, my 
friend, Gabe Morales,and I sawed up and recycled a car body that was entrained in gravel in Sylvas, 
Creek, and had cut and injured fish during the winter run. 
 
During the  past 5 years our work made things get better and better along the first 10 miles in the 
designated wild and scenic Klickitat River area. In the first year we took out all kinds of large garbage 
such as TV's, tires, and other large pieces of plastic refuse. As the years went on, we started getting less 
big stuff and more and small items like plastic containers. In year 4, the US Forest Service, led by river  
ranger Andrews, ran the clean-up, and helped us remove stuff we never got before including a large 
boat, and cables along the riverbank. But, this year things got way worse, and are getting worse. Here is 
link to a recent Columbia Insight article on the gorge messes:  https://columbiainsight.org/keeping-a-
lid-on-gorge-garbagenatural-resources-3/ 
 
Where do we go from here? Well, I think that we need to keep doing the clean-up and try to see this as 
a spiritual journey to reduce the suffering of the creatures of the earth and not focus on the behavior of 
others. But, sadly, because of the severity of the problem at the location cleaned by the Grim family, I 
agree with John  that this area should be closed during fishing seasons. Also, it would be nice if the 
Gorge Commission would help look for grants, with other partners if needed, to hire people to move 
around the gorge and clean up trash on a continuous basis. This would benefit everything the 
commission stands for by protecting natural and cultural resources, and helping the local economy by 
encouraging visitors and creating a couple of jobs. Please share this info with other agencies and 
organizations. 
Thanks for your time, Dave 
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